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his whole Diſpoſition and Carriage. 
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| Poo Ye oPovÞo We L222: YooFeoe -Fa 
Z TO 


| The onely Honour and 


Glory of his bleſſed 


SAVIOUR and 
REDEEMER: 


ad. 
To the comfort and benefit of 


all thoſe members of his Myſticall 
Body, whichare ſtill labou- - 
ring and wartaring upon 
EARTH; 


: 7oſ. Hall their unworthieft 
| Servant, humbly dedicates 
this fruit of hisold age. 
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holy 


| Aficall, An holy Raptare, and The 
+ Chriſtray, laid forth, -- charaRterized | 


Meditations , entituled Chri 


' in hiswhole diſpoſiti 1tion and carria 
' andreliſhing inthem much profita ef 


ſwectneſſe and heavenly raptures of 


DREDPEDDPDED 


Have with much comfort and con- 
tentment peruſed theſe divine and 


ſpirituall devotion, I dolicenſe them 
to be printed and publiſhed. 
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The bleſſed Un 1 0x of Cux1sT 
and his Members, 
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SECT. Is 
How to be happy inthe apprehending 


of Chriſt, 


S924 Here is not ſo much nced 
DC ot Learning, as of Grace, 
& to apprehend thoſe things 

D&s which concerne our cvcr- 
laſting peace ; neither is it our- brain 
that mult be ſer on work here, bur our 
heart; for true happineſſe doth not 
conſiſt in a meer ſpeculation , but a 
fruition of good ; However therefore ||| 

Az there | 


I Conrer Myſticall, 
there is excellent uſe of Scholar-ſhip 
in all the ſacred employmeats of Divi- 


nity,yctin the mainac which imports - 


ſalvation, $kill muſt give place ro at- 


ſeftion. Happy is the ſoul that is 


poſſeſſed of Chriſt, how poor ſo ever 
inall inferiour indowments: Ye are 
wide,Oye great wits, whiles you ſpend 
your ſclves in curious queſtions, and: 
learned extravagancies z ye ſhall findc 
one touch of Chriſt more worth to 

our ſouls, then all your deep, and la- 

ourſome diſquifitions z one dram of 


faith morc precious than a pound of | 


knowledge: Invain ſhall ye ſeck for 
this in your books, if youmiſle it in 
your boſoms : If you know all things, 
and cannot truly ſay, 1 know whom 1 
havebeleewed,(2 Tim.1.12.)you have 
butknowledge enough to know your 


ſelves truly miſcrable. Wouldſt thou 
therefore, my ſonne, finde true and ſo- 


I;d comfort ik the houre of temptation 


in the agony of death? make ſure. 
z ork for thy ſoule, in the dayes of thy 
| | peace; | | 
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. herein aiſo looke not to him ſo much, 


Cnnrer Ayſticall, 7 
peace ; Finde Chriſt thinezand in de- 
ſpight of hell, thou arr both ſafe, a..d [III 
blefled 5 Look not fo much to 211 ab- i 


ſolute Deity, infinitely and incompre- + | 
 henſibly glorious : alas, that Maje- v8 


ſty (bccaule perfectly, and efſennial- 
ly good) is, out of Chriſt, noother 
then an enemy to thee ; thy ftane ha:h 
oftcnded his juſtice, wichis himſelfy 
what haſt thou to doe withthat dfead- 
full poyer,which thou haſt provuked? 
Looktothar mercitull, and all-ſofft» 
cient Mediator betwixt God and man, 


 wio is bo:h God and man, Jeſus 


Chriſt the righteous: ( 1 Tim. 2. 
5. 1. (Foh., 2. 1.) Itis his charge , 
and our duty , Te beleeve in God, be- 
leeve alſo in me.(Fob. 14.1." Yar look 
not mecrely tothe Lord Jeſus, as con- 
ſidered in the.notionof his owne cter- 


nall being, as the Son of God,, co- iii 


equall and co-cſfentiall to God the 


Father,bur look upon kim,as he ſtards |{|{ 


in reference tothe ſons of men: and 


Av 


_ thy ſoule, as thine Adyocate at the 
 1ight hand of Majcſty ; as one, with :- 


' i looke upon him firmly and fixedly ; 
| ſ{o-as he may never be out of thine | 
. eieS.3 and whar ever ſccular objects | 


him, looke through them, as ſome | 


+ *thercarth,nor heaven hide them from 


4 - Curr «x Myſticall, 


cious Saviour and Adyocate; and laſt- | 
ly, look not upon him, as inthe gene- : 
rali:y of his mercy, the common Sa- 

viour of mankinde, ( what comfort | 
wete it to thee, that all the world cx- | 
cept thy ſelf were ſaved 2 ) but looke | 
vpon him, as the dear Redeemer of 


whom thou art through his wonder- 
full mercy, inſeparably united : Thus ' 


interpoſe themſelves betwixt thee and 


ſlight miſts, and terminate thy fight 
ſtill inthis bleſſed proſpe&: Let nci- | 


thee in whatſocycr condition. 


F 
# 
Luther aSa Law giver and a Judge, } 


\ 
in Gal. (there is terror in ſuch appre- $ 
henſion) bur looke- upon him,as a gra» | 
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 ?. The honour and happineſſe of betne I'M 
+1 united to Chriſt, TW 


Nd whiles thou art thus taken W8 

up, ſee if thou canft without |}Wiil8 
wonder and a kinde of ecſtatica'l a- \|jWW8 
mazement, behold the infinite good- IIA 
neſle of thy God, thar hath exalted ji 
thy wretchedneſſe to no lefle then a | 
bleſſed and indivifible Union with the Wh 
Lord of glory ; ſo as thou, who in the- Wi 
ſenſe of thy miſerable mortality,maiſt WKY 
; © ſay tocorruption, Thou art my father, ||| 
, and tothe worm, Thou art my mother Al 
> | and my ſiſter, (Fob 17. 14.)canſt now. | 
3 * through the priviledge of thy faith, | 
|  _ bearethe Sonne of God ſay unto thee, || 
: * Thouart bone of my bone,and fleſh of my. Wt 
: fleſh (Gen.2., 23. Eph. 5. 30..) Surely WA 
- as we aretoo much ſubje to pride [IM 
; - ourſelves intheſe carthly glories, ſo- |} 
wearetoo apt, through ignorance, or lf 
puſillanimity,to undervalue our ſelves {if 
in reſpect of our ſpirituall condition; INN 
- We 18h 


+ bes + tn, BI. 20, 4. HS. ES. 
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16: 
'we are far more noble and excellent | 
then we account our ſelyes. Ir is our | 
| faiththat muſt raiſe our thoughts to | 
| adue eſtimation of our greatneſſezand 
| muſt ſhew us how highly we are de- | 


x; 
fi 
| 
ih 
We 
at} & 
13K 


: 


4d 
ſ' 
| 
: 
[ 


| 


—— 


— — 


| 


| 
' 
| 


[4 


f i 1 
of F 
iv 
[f 


| 


fi - "+ 
' ' our owneinterefle in him z whereas we 
#: 
; : 


ff 
lat 


[| 
| 


Cunnrsr Myſticall. 


ſcended, how- royally we are allicd, 
how glorioully eſtated : that only is 


'\' tr, that muſt advance us to heaven , 
' | and bring heaven downe to us: 
: | Through the want of the exerciſe 
\., whereof, it comes to paſſe, thar, to 
the great prejudice of our ſouls,weare . 
ready to thinke of Chriſt Jeſus as a 


ſtranger to us: as one aloofe off in 
another world ; apprehended onely by 


* fits, in a kinde of ineffecuall ſpecu- 


lion, without any lively feeling of 


ought by rhe powerfull operation of 
thisgrace -in our hearts , to finde fo 


Wl —_— an appropriation of Chriſt 
ouls, as that every beleever 

may truly ſay, I am one with Chriſt © 
Chriſt is one with me. Had we not 

| good warrant for fo high a — 'M 
COUuat 2 


to OUF 
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| Cunis r Myſticall, 7 i 
\ * could beno lefle then a blaſphemous kW 
- * arrogance tolay claime ro the royall |[|l\| 
" bloud of heaven ; bur fince it hath |WIN 
pleaſed the God of heaven ſo farrto Ji 
dignific our unworthuneſle, as in the FIN 
multitudes of his mercies ro admit and. [I 
allow us to be partakers of the divine || 
nature, (3 Pet. 1 4.) it were no other | 
then an unthankfull ſtupidity not to [i 
lay hold on ſo glorious a priviledge, II 
and to go for lceſſe then God hath {iſ 
made us. 


ah 


| 
j| 
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The kinde and manner of this uniow (if 
with Chriſt. 


| ens now, my ſon, that thou art- | || 
upon the ground of all conſola- Wt 


+ Þ 


\ 


tion to thy ſoule, which confiſts in | 

this beatificall union with thy God Fl 

- and Saviour, thinke not therefore to j ty 

paſſe over this important myſtery I il 
+ -- With ſome tranſient, and perfunRo= J1{N 

| fi. ty " 


"Wl 


: : 
: 
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',,8' Cunri1sr Myſtical. 
..'ryglances; but, let thy heart dwell 
1 upon it, as that which muſt ſtick by 
thee inall extremities, and chearthee 
' |: up, when thou art forſaken of all 
' worldly comforts: Do notthen con- 
ceive of this union, as ſome imagina- 
ry thing, that hath no other being but 
' 1n the braines whoſe faculties have 
| | power to apprehend, and bring home 
{| roitſelfe, far remote ſubſtances ; poſ- 


/* Conceives: Donot thinke it an union 
| |, mect]y virtual, by the parcicipation 


; the comfortab!e cfte&s of our happy 
/4, conjunRion with Chriſt, Doe not 
 * ( think itan accidentall union in reſpe 
|.) « of ſome circumftances and qualities 
/;/ + Wherein we communicate with him 
4 who is God and man, nor yeta me- 
| { taphoricall union by way of figurative 

{1 reſemblance 3 but know that this is 
4 ( atrue,reall, eſſentiall, ſubſtantiall uni- 
|| 4 on,whereby the perſon of the beleeyer 
| | | is 
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ſeſling it ſelf in a ſort of whatſoever it | 


| ; of thoſe ſpirituall gifts and graces | 
i which God workettr in the ſoul as | 


” v4 uu 1 "YA pou} 


| Cux1sr Myſticall, 2 
is indifſolubly united tothe glorious 
' perſon of the Son of God; know, that 
' thisunion is not more myſticall then 
 certaine ; that in naturall unions there 
* may be more evidence, there cannot 
* be more truth z neither is there ſo 
' firme and cloſe an union betwixt the 
; ſoule and body, as' there is betwixt- 

Chriſt and the beleeving ſoule : for as 


- + muchasthat may be ſevered by deaths 


 butthis,never: Away yet with all groſs 


- | carnality of conceitz this union 15 
- | true, and really exiſtent, but yet ſpi-. 
_ # rituall;8 if ſome of the Ancients have 


; tearm'd it naturall and bodily, it hath 

been in reſpe of the ſubje@ united, 
: our humanity, to the two bleſſed na- 
; tures ofthe Son of God metin one 

moſt glorious perſon ;z'not-in reſpe&t 
| of: the manner of the uniting: Net- 
{ theris it the leſle reall, becauſe ſpiritu- 
; all, Spirituall agents -neither have, : - | 
nor put forth any whit leſſe vertue,be- | 
cauſe ſenſe cannot diſcerne their man- 


ncrof working z Even the Loadſtone 
though 


Ee 


', 1 Cun1syr Myſtical, | 
;; though an earthen ſubſtance, yet, | the 
' whenitisout of fight, whether under | 
the Table, or behind aſolid partiti- | 
/ on, ſtirreth the needle as effecually, : 
 asifir were within view : ſhall not he | 
.  contradi& his ſenſes, that will ſay, it | 
. |. Cannot worke becauſe I ſee it not 2 Oh | 
\/ Saviour, thou art more mine,then my | 
body is mine, my ſenſe fee!s thar pre- | 
; | ſent, butſoas'thatImuſtloſe it; my ' 
| faith ſecs and feeles thee fo preſent | 
'' with me, thatIfhall never be parted 
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*: The reſemblance of this union by the © 


it þ rs reſemblance, where- | 
ſt by the Spirit of God more de- | 
i! Iightsro ſet forth the heavenly union | T 
| betwixt Chriſt and the beleever, then' } at 
|; that of the head and the body: The'| tt 
|}; head gives ſenſe and inotion to - 4 e: 
' the 


Cun1sr Ayſlicall, | $ 


t, | the members of the body ; And the 
-r | body is one not onely by the conti- 
j- | nuity of all the parts held together 
7, | with the ſame naturall ligaments, and 
e | covered with one and the ſame $kin 
t | but much more by the animation of 
1 ; the ſame ſoule qnio_ that whole 
» | frames in the ating whereof , it is | 
. | not thelarge extent of the ſtature,and . | 
+ | diſtance of the limbs from each other || 
| thatcan make any difference ; The bo- |jlh 
dycfa childe thatis but a ſpan long. 
.cannot.be-ſaid co be mare united, then. HIV 
the vaſt body of agiantly ſon of 4+ 
zak, whoſe height is as the Cedars g 
end if we could ſuppoſe ſach a body 8s 
; high as heaven. it ſelf, thar one ſoule 
* which dwells in it, and is diffuſed 
; through all the parts of it, wquld 
- make it but one intire body: Righr 
ſo, itis with Chriſt and his Church g 
That one Spirit of his which dwels in, JW 
+ andenlivecs every beleever, unites all if 
| thoſe far-diftant members, botk ro |||" 
| each other, and to their heads and NW 
makes (il 


| neſſcis mine: Oh the wonder of the } 


|||: ver toth&perſon of the Son of. God : 
||} our ſouls are roo narrow to blefle God 
/4] enough-for- theſe- incomprehenſible 
{/] mercies:Mercics' whercin he hath pre- 
{[j] ferred us(be it ſpoken' withall godly 


12 Cunisr Myſlicall, | 
makes them up into one true myſticall } 
body : ſo as now every true belcever | 
may, without preſump:ion, but with | 
all holy reverence, and all humble | 
thankfulneſſe, ſay to his God and Sa- 
viour ; Behold, Lord, I am (howun- * 
worthy ſoeyer) one of the limbs of thy | 


body; and therefore have a right to. 


all that thou haſt, ro all that thou |. 


doeſt; Thine eye ſees for me, thine | 
earce hears for me thine hand acts for 


me; Thy life, thy grace, thy happi- | 


| ' two bleſſed unions ! In the perſonall. | 
\\j/ union, it pleaſed God toafſume and ' 


'] Unite oor humane nature to the Deity, | 


| Inthe ſpiritual and myticall;it pleaſes 
|| Godtounitethe perſonof every belee- 


||} lowlines)to the bleſſed Angels of hea-- 
{| ven For verily he tooke not upon _y 
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Cur1sr AMyſticall, 123 
the nature of Angels,but he took on him 
the ſeed of Abraham; (Heb.2.16.)Nei- 
ther hath he made thoſe glorious ſpi- 


rics members of his myſtical body,bur {IM 


his Saints 5 whom he hath (as it were) 
ſo incorporated, that they are become. 
his body, and hetheirsz according to 
that of the divine Apoſtle 3 For as the 


. body is one and hath many members, and | 


all the members of that one body bein 
many, are one boay , ſoalſo is Chrif. 
(1 Cor. 12, 13.) 


—— I... ———_— 
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This union ſet forth by the reſemblance 
of the husband and wife, 


Ext hereunto, there is no re- 
{ V ſemblance of this myſtery either 
more frequent, or more full of liyely 


expreſſion, then that of the conjugall 
, union betwixt the husband and wife ; 


Chriſt is, as the head, {o the husband 
ofthe Church ; The Church ang eve- 
CTR iy 


14 Curisr Myſticall, 


ry beleeving ſoule is the Spoule of t 

this heavenly Bridegroome z whom | © 

he marricth unto himſelfe for ever} P! 

in rightcouſneſſe, and in judgement, 

and in loving kindnefle, and in mer- | 

ciesz ( Eſai,62. 5. Heſ.2. 9.) and this} 

match thus made up, fulfills that de- | 

cretive word of the Almighty, They: ® 

twain ſhall be one fleſh : ( Eph. 5. 31. 

Gen.2, 24.) O happy conjunRion of! 

the ſecond Adam, with her which was! 

raken out of his moſt precious fide; 

Oh heavenly and complete marriage 

wherein God the Father brings, and 

vivesthe Bride z ( Ger. 2.22.) ( All 

 thatthe Father giveth me ſhall come t0 

.* me, ſaith Chriſt (Fob. 6. 37.) wherein | 

|| God the Son receives the Bride, as! . 
//, mutually partaking of the ſame na-} 

\/ ture; and can ſay, Thi now is bone of | 

\''' my bones,and fleſh of my fleſh ; (Foh. 1. * 

|! 14. Geue2+ 23») Wherein God the ho- | 

ly Ghoſt knits our wills ina full and 

'/ glad conſent, to the full conſumma- | he 
| tion of chis blefſed wedlock: And | ; 


. 
, 
| 
| 
; 


thoſe 


Cunri1sr Myſticall, IS 


| thoſe whom God hath thus joyned 
' together, let no man (no Devill can) 
put aſunder: What is there then, 
! which an affe@ionate husband can 
- withold from a dear wife 2 He that 
hath given himſelfe to her 5 what can 
| he deny to impart? He that hath 
* made himſclfe one with her, how can 
: he be divided from his other ſelfe 2 
+ Some wilde fancies there, are that 
| haveframed the links of marriage of 


| ſo brittle ſuffe, as that they may be 
| knaptin ſunder upon every ſlcighr oc- 


 cafion , but he that ordained it in 
* Paradiſe, for an carthly repreſenta- 
+ tion of this heayenly union betwixr 
; Chriſt and his Church, hath made 
| thar, and his owne indiſſoluble, Here 
ls no contraRt inthe future, which up- 
/ on ſome interyenient accidents may 
? beremitted ; bur, am my welbeloveds, 
; and my wellbeloved is mine, (Cant. 6. 
3. Cant. 2.16.) And therefore 
| each is ſo others , that neither of 
; them is their owne 3 Ohthe —_— 

c 


—— _ —— 


16 Cunisr: Myſticall, | 
ble myſt ery of our uniting to the Son} ,, 
of God ! The wife hath not the power , 
of ber owne body, but the buband,) ;, 
(1 Cor, 7.4. ) We areat thy diſpo-; þ 
ſing, O Saviour, we are not our ownz, þ, 
Neither art thou ſo abſolutely thine,} g1 
as that we may not (through thine in-} 5, 
finite mercy ) claim an interefle in. ,, 
thee, Thou haſt given us ſucha right! ,, 
in thy ſclfe, as that we are bold to lay 
challenge to all that is thine ; to thy 
love, to thy merits, to thy bleſſings, to. j,4 
thy glory: It was wont of old to! ,,, 
be the plea of the Roman wives-to! ,,, 
their husbands, Where thos art Caius) on 
T am Caia; and now, in our preſent! ;, 
marriages, we have not ſtuck to ſay, ,þ 
With all my worldly goods 1 thee en, 1, 
dow, And ifit bethus in our imper-! g, 
fed conjundions here upon earth, how n 
much more in that exquiſite oneneſſe! I.s 
which is berwixt thee, O bleſſed Savi-! gu 
our,8& thydeareſt Spouſe,the Church!} y,... 
What is it then that can hinder us} zyj, 
from a ſweer and heavenly fruition off zz, 
thee ? Is it the loathſome condition off ©--- 
Our 


Cunnsr My#icall. 17 
MN! our nature ? Thou ſawſt this before, 
e and yet couldſt ſay, when we were yer 
d.) ;n our blood, Live : (EFek, 16.6. ) 
9: Had we not been ſo vie, thy mercy 
n;} had nor been ſo glorious : thy free 
e,” grace did all for us, Thou waſhedſt mus 
Il; with water, and anointed(t us with oyle, 
In. and cloathedſ# us with broidered work, 
bt! and girdedſt us about with fine linen, 
ay and coveredſt us with ilk, and deckedſt 
hy »s with ornaments ; and didſt put brace- 
0! lets upon onr hands, and 4 chain on our 
0! neck, and jewels on onr fore-hedds, and 
tO? ear-rings 07 our ears, 4 beautifull crown 
#\ on our own heads ;(EXek.16.9,10, 11, 
Nt! 12, ) What we had nor, thou gaveſt 
yy whatthou didſt not find, thou madeſt; 
'n"\ that we might be a not-unmeet march 
I! forthe Lord of life: Is it want of beau- 
Jl ty? Behold I am black but comely:(Cant. 
IK! 1.5.) what ever our hiew be in our 
V-! own or others eyes it is enough that 
he wearclovely in thine.(Cant.1.16.)Be* 
Wl bold thou art fair, my beloved, behold, 
07 thoy art fair,yea pleaſant;(Cant. 1.16) 
-_ ” 
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T hou art beautifull,0 my love, as Tir-| 
Jah,comely as Feruſalem, How fair and! . 
how peaſant art thou, O Love, for dt-| | 
lights! (Cant, 6,3.8 7.6.)But,oh Sa- - | 
viour,if thou take contentment in this | 
poor unperfec&t beauty of thy Spouſe 
the Church, how infinite pleaſure 
ſhould thy Spouſe take in that abſolute; j; 
perfection that is in thee, who art all. , 
lovelineſs and glory ! And if ſhe have 5 
raviſhed thy heart with one of hereyes « 
(Cant, 5.16.8 4.9.)how much more , 
reaſon hath her heart to be wholly ra- 
viſhed with both thine, which are ſo, þ, 
full of grace and amiableneſſc 2 and in! a 
this mutuall fruition , what can there yy 
be other then perfe& bleſſedneſſe ? $ 


ſ 
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The reſemblance of this union by thi. th 
nouriſhment aud the body. : Ne 


He Spirit of God, well know: b 


ing how much it imports us} 
both to know and feele this To a 
union © 


—_— —— A 
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r-| union, whereof himſelfe is the onely 
L | worker, labours to ſet it forth to us 
e-' bythe repreſentations of many of our 
4- * familiar concernments which we day- 
ils ly findein our meats and drinks, in 
aſe: our houſes, in our gardens and or- 
Ce chards; That which is neareſtto us 
ute? is our nouriſhment; what can be more 
all. evident , then that the bread , the 
Ve meat, the drink that we receive, is in- 
yes corporated into us, and becomes part 
oIe of the ſubſtance whereof we conliſt ? 
ra- ſoas, after perfe& digeſtion,there can 
ſo, be no diſtintion betwixt what we arc 
11n' and what wee took :Whiles that bread 
ere was inthe bing, and that meat in the 
ſhambles, and that drink in the veſ- 
— | ſell, it had no relation to us, nor we 

. toitz yea, whiles all theſe were on 
tht the Table,yea, inour mouthes ; yea, 

: newly let down into our ſtomachs , 

} they are not fully ours 5 for upon 
mi ſome nauſeating diſlike of nature, 
ay they may yet go the ſame way they 
cy came 5 burif the concoRion be once 
=: Ja | 
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fully finiſhed , now they are ſo turned 
into our blood,and fleſh, that they can 


be no more diſtinguiſhed from our - 


former ſubſtance, then that could be 
dividcd from it ſelf ; now they are d- 
ſperſedinto the veins, and concorpo- 
rated tothe fleſh, and nopart of our 
Alcſh and bloud is more ours,then that 
which was lately the bloud of the 
grapes, and the fleſh ofthis fowle, or 
thar beaſt: Oh Saviour, thou who 


art truth it ſelfe haſt ſaid, (Fo/. 6.51.) 


Tam the living bread, that came down 
from heaven. (v.55.) My fleſh is meat 
inaced, and my bloud is drink indeed, 
and thereupon haſt moſt juſtly infer- 


red , (v.56. ) He that eateth my fleſh, - 


and drinketh my bloud, dwelleth in me, 
and I in bim : and, as a neceſſary con- 
ſequent of this ſpiritual manducation, 


(v. 54.) Whoſo eateth my fleſh, and 
drinketh my bloud, hath eterxal life:Lo, 
thou art bread indeed z not the comon} , 
bead, bur Minna ; nor the 1ſraclitiſhy , 


Manna alas,that fell from no higher 
*)ee "T_T 
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then the region of clouds ; and they 


that eate it, died with itin thetr 
mouthes; but thou art the livin 
bread that came down from the hea- 
ven of heavens, of whom whoſoever 
eats lives for eycr : Thy fleſh is meart, 
not for our ſtomachs, but for our 
ſouls ; our faith receives and digeſts 
thee, and makes. thee ours, and us 
thine: our materiall food in theſe 
corruptible bodies. runs into corrupti- 
on; thy ſpiritua!l food nouriſherh 
purely, and ſtrengthens us to a bleſ» 
{ed immortality. As for this mate- 
riall food, manya one lon2s for it, 
that cannot get it z many a one hath 
it, thar cannot eat itz many cate it 


- thatcannot digeſt it z many digeſt it 


into noxious and corrupt hamours g 
all that receive it, do but maintain a 
periſhing life, it not alanguifhing 
death : but this fleſh of thine, as it was 
never withheld from any true appe- 
tite, ſo it never yeelds but wholeſome 
and comfortable ſuſtenance. to the 

B. 3. ſoul 
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Tf. 22 Cunisr Myſlicall, 
' ſoul, never hath any other iſſue then re 
an everlaſting life and happineſſte, © pl 
Saviour , whenſoever I fit at mins Þþ 
own Table, let me think of thinez ta 
whenſoever I feed on the bread and fr 
meat that is ſet before me, and feele ur 
my ſelf nouriſhed by that repaſt, let nc 
memind that better ſuſtenance, which th 
my ſoule receives from thee, and finde o1 
th:e more one with me,then that bodi- #4 
ly food. | PI 


__ . "1 
Sree. 7 th 


This union reſembled by the branch © 
and the ſtock , the foundation and © 
the buildixg. 


Ook but into thy Garden, or , dir 
| ontara, ang fee the Vine, or pla 
any other fruit-bearing tree how it , Ml 
growes, and fruftifies z The branches | itb 
are loaden with increaſe 5 whence is | the 
this , but thar they are one with the | 
ſtock; and the ſtock one with the 

| root ? | 
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root ? were either of theſe ſeveres; the 
plant were barren and dead: The 
branch hath noc ſap enough to m2in- 
tain life init ſelfe, unleſle it receive it 
from the body of the tree nor that 
unleſle it derivedit from the rote ; 
nor thar, unlefle it were cheriſhed by 
the carth: Loy I am the vine, ( ſaith 
our Saviour Foh, 15. 5, 6.) Te are 
the branches, He that abideth in me 
and I in him, the [ame brine«th forth 
much fruit ; If a man abide not 1n mc, 
he is caſt forth as 4 branch, and & wi- 
thered; were the branch and. the.bo- 
dy of the tree, - of different ſubſtan- 
ces,and onely cloſed rogether in ſome 
artificiall contiguity, no truit could be 
expected from it; it is only the abi- 
ding inthe tree as a living lim of thar 
plant, which yeclds ir the benefit ard 


| flue of vegetation. No otherwiſe is 


«K betwixt Chriſt and his Church + 
the bow and the tree are not more of 
one picce, then we are of one ſub- 
Kance with our Saviour; and bran- 
/ + *M - Ching 
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ching out from him, and receiving the 
ſap of heavenly vertue from his pre- 
cious root, we cannot but be accepta- 


bly fruitfull - But if the Analogie 


ſcem not tobe ſo full, for that the 
branch iſſues naturally from the tree, 
and the fruit from the branch, where- 
as we by nature have no part in the 


Son of God take that clearer reſem- | 


blance which the Apoſtle fetches from 
the ſtock and the griffe, or cion : The 


brarches of the wilde olive( Rows. 11.) | 
are cut off; and are graffed with choice | 


cions of the good olive z zhoſe imps | 


grow, and are now , by this infition, 


no leſſe embodyed in that ſtock then 


if th:y had ſprouted out by a natu- 
rall propagation: neither can be any 


more ſeparated from it then the ſtron- 
geſt bough that nature puts forth - 


Inthe mean time that cion alters the 


nature of that ſtock , and whiles the | 


root gives fatneſle tothe ſtock, and 
the ſtock yeelds juice to the cion,the 


cion gives goodneſlc tothe plant, and 
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Cars T Myſfticall, 
a ſpecification to the fruit:: ſo as 
whiles the impe is now.the ſame thing 
with the: ſtock, the tree is different 


from what it was : ſo it is betwixt 
Chriſt and the belecving ſoule ; Old 


Adam is our w.lde ſtock, what could 


that have yeelded but either none, or 
ſowre fruits we are imped with the 
new man, Chriſt, that 1s now incor- 
porated intous, we are become one 
with himzour nature is-not more ours, 
then he is ours by grace ; now we bar 
his fruit, and not our own; our old: 
ſtock is forgotten, all things are be- 


come new ; our naturall life we receive- 


from Adam; our ſpirituall life and 


growth from Chriſt, from whom aftcr- 


the improvement of this bleſſed inſi- 


tion we can be no more ſevered,then: 


he can be ſevered from himſelfe. 
Look but upon thy houſe(that fron: 


- vegetative creatures, thou-mayſt turne 
| thine eyes to thoſe things which have 


no life)if that be uniform, the founda- 


tion-is not of a different matter _ 
1 MOT. " = 
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the walis;both tholc are bur one piece;; w 
the ſuperſtruRure is ſo raiſed upon the? fu 
foundation as if all were bur one ſtone; b' 
Behold,Chriſt is the chick corner ſtone. b; 
( 1Pet, 2.6. ) cle and prectous z nei-! 01 
ther can there be any other foundation! ou 
laid then that which is laid on him: by 
(1 Cor. 3o 11. 2 Pet. 2.5.) we are lives. w: 
ly ſtones built up to a ſpiritual houſe,, an 
on that ſure and firm foundation; ſome! on 
looſe ſtones perhaps that lye unmor- — 
tered upon the battlements, may be 
eafily ſhaken down, but whoever ſaw, ,. 
a ſquared marble laid by line and level!” © 
in a ſtrong wall upon a well grounded, 
baſe, fly out of his place by whatſo-:Y 
ever violence ; fince both the ſtrength; 
of the foundation b:zlow, and thethim 
weight of the fabrick above, have ſct-lmy! 
Jed it ina poſture utterly unmovable,witt 
Such is our ſpirituall condition,O Savijhis- 
onr ; thou art our foundation, we ar 
laid upon thee, and are therein on 
with thee z we can no more be diſ-hellc 
joyned from thy foundation, then theþf t 
Rones of thy foundation can be diſcſadi 


Car1nsr Myſtical, 27 


C6;| waited from themſelves: So then, to 
the} ſum up all; as the head and mem- 
ne;* bers are but one body, as the hus- 
Ine. band and wife are _ one fleth:, as 
ei-| our meat and drink b:comes part of 
on: our ſe:veszas the tree and branch:s are 
nz; bur one plant; as the foundation and 
ye«. wals are but one fabrick ; ſo Chriſt . 
ſe,, andthe belecving foul are indivilibly 
me one with each other. 

Or- — _ — 

be | SECT, $, 


aw 
ell The certainty and indiſſo.ubleneſſe of 


k f this union, 


ſo- Here are thoſe then that goe 
oth! about to divide Chniſt from 
helbimſelfe ; Chriſt reall from Chrill 
yſticall , yeelding - Chriſt one 
with himſelt ; bat not one with: 
avijiis- Church: making the truz 
leever no- kfle ſeparable from 
is Saviour, then from theentire- 
liſ-peſſe of his own obedience ; dreaming 


Ring paradoxes of the total 
eG ang 


: = 
pr nemo ogg T7 _— 
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the walls;both thoſe are bur one piece; 
the ſuperſtructure is ſo raiſed upon the 
foundation as if all were but one ſtone; 
Behold,Chriſt is the chick corner ſtone 


(1Pet, 2.6. ) cle and precious z nei- 


ther can there be any other foundation 


laid then thar which is laid on him 


(1 Cor. 3o 11. 2 Pet. 2.5.) We are lives 
ly ſtones built up to a ſpiritual houſe, 


on that ſure and firm foundation; ſome | 


looſe ſtones perhaps that lye unmor- 


tered upon the batrlements, may be! 


eafily ſhaken down, but whoever ſaw| 7h 
a ſquared marble laid by line and level | 
in a ſtrong wall upon a well grounded! 


{ 


led it ina poſture utterly unmoyable, 


baſe, fly out of his place by 
ever violence ; ſince both the ſtrength} 
of the foundation b:low, and the 
weight of the fabrick above, have ſet- 


Such is our ſpirituall condition,O Savi 
onr ;z thou art our foundation, we are 


whatſo- | 


| him 
myt 
with 
his 

bele: 


laid upon thee, and are therein one 


his 


Kones of thy foundation can be diſ-ſadi 


with thee z wecan no more be diſ-hneſſe 
joyned from thy foundation, then thefjof tl 


united 


a—_— - _- - 


band and wife are but one fle{h/, as 
our meat and drink becomes part of 
our ſe:veszas the tree and branches are 
bur one plant; as the foundation and 
wals are but one fabrick ; ſo Chriſt . 


and the belecving foul are indivilibly 
| one with each other, 


mes 


W 


n] The certainty 


| this union. 
'T Here are thoſe then that goe 

about to divide Chnſt from 
| himſelfe Chriſt recall from Chrilk 
| myſticall z yeeclding Chriſt one 
with himſelk , but not one with: 


þ 


Þ his- Church: making the truz 


belecycr no lefle ſeparable from 
his Saviour, - then from the entire- 


ynelſe of his 0wn obedience ; dreaming 
got the uncomfaccable, and. (elf-can- 


tadicting paradoxes of the totall 
© and 
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united from themſelves: So then, to 
ſum up all; as the head and mem- 
bers are but one body, as the hus- 


and indiſſo;ublent(ſe of 
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4 38 -CurTrsr Myſtical, 
and finall Apoſtaſie of Saints : Cer- 
tainly, theſe men have never thorowly 
digeſted the meditation of this bleſſed 
union whereof we treat:Can they hold 
the believing ſoul alim of that body, 
whereof Chriſt is the head, and yet, 
imagine a poſhbility of diſſolution! 
Can they affain to the Son of God 
body that is unperfe&t * Can they 
think that body perfe@ that hath loſ 
his lims { Evenin this myſticall bod, 
the beſt joynts may be ſubjc& to 
Nrains, yea, perhaps to ſome painful] 
and perillous luxation ; but as it ws; 
in the naturall body of Chriſt, when! 
it was in death, moſt expoſed to the 
cruelty of all cnemies, that (upon at: 
over-ruling providence) not a bone 


'j' it could be broken; ſoit is ſtill and 


eyer with the ſpirituall, ſome ſcour; 
Sings and blowes it may ſuffer, ye, 
perhaps ſome bruiſes, and gathes, bu 
no bone can be ſhattered in piece 
much leſſe difſevered from the reſt d 


the body : Were welefttoour ſelvci| 


w_ 


pros ny — a © Y won, © win, 
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ſundred from the body whereof we 
are, alas ! we are but as other men, 


ſubje& tothe ſame finfull infirmiries, ' 


tothe ſame dangerous and deadly miſ- 


carriages : bur fince it hath pleaſed the 


God of heaven tounite us ro himſelf, 


now it concerns him to maintain the 


honour of his own body by preſerving 
us entire. 


 Canthey acknowledge the faithfull 


ſoul marryed in truth and righteouſ- 


nefle to that celeſtiall husband ; and. 9.4 
made up into one fleſh with the Lord | {ifs 
of glory z -and can. they think of any | ff 
Bils of divorce written in heaven ? | 
can they ſuppoſe that which by way :Þ!8 
Pa- Ii 

radiſe, to be really undone inthe hea- || 
venly « Whatan infinite power hath''F}\f 
put together, can they imagine that *{F'þ | 
a limited power can disjoyn 2 Can . Þ}li | 

they think fin can be of more preva-  J[f 

lence then mercy? Can they think} * * 


3s 


of type was done in the earthly 
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the unchangeable God ſubject to af- ll | 
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' | ter thoughts? Even the Jewiſh repu- 
'  diations never found fayourin heaven: 
\ ' Fhey were permitted as a lefkr evill 
[| to avoid a greater, never allowed as 
' ,.-g00d; ar had ſo much as that 
. . toleration eyer been, if the hard- 


{| ple hadnot enforced it upon Moſes, 
'\ mm a prevention of further miſchict - 
what place can this finde with a God, 
im whom there is an infinite tender- 
|, neſleof love and mercy £ No timecan 
|}. be any check to his gracious choiſe 
||, the inconſtant minds of us men may 
3 alter upon ſleight diflikes 3 our God is 
;]: ever himſelf, Feſws Chrift the ſame 
4 | yeſterday, ard to day, and: for ever 
i} - (Heb. 13. 8 ) with himthere is no va- 
1,* riablenefſe, nor ſhadow of turning ; 
4'*'* ( Farm. 1.17.) Divorces were ever 
1 {grounded upon hatredz(Mal.2; 16.)No 
man ( ſaith the Apoſtle Eph. 5.29.) 
| ever yet hated his own fleſh: much leſſe 
{hall God do ſo, who is love ir ſeif: 
(1 F04.3«16.) His loye andour union, 
| IS. 


| {'l 
'| 


ITS, 
i'' 
| 
$187 


f : 
&\ 4 
' . 


{1 heartednefſe, and cruelty of that peo- | 
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is like himſelf,everlaſting : Having lo- |Þj|| 
ved his own(laith the Diſciple of love, 
fob 13. 1.) which were in the world, 

eloved them to the end. He that hates 
putting away, (Mal, 2..16,)can never 
2& it; ſoas inthis relation we are in- 
difſoluble. 

Can they have received that bread 
which came down from heaven, and 
fleſh which is meat indeed, and that 
bloud which is drink indeed, can their 
ſouls have digeſted it by a lively faith, 
and converted themſelves into it, and 
it into themſelyes, and can they now 
think it can be ſevered from their own 
ſubſtance 

Can they finde themſelves truly 
ingraffed in the tree of life, and 
grown into one body with that hea- 
venly plant, and as a living brancts 
of that tree, bearing pleaſant, and 
wholefome fruit, acceptable ro God, 
(Rev. 22. 2.) and beneficiall to men; 
and can they look upon: themſelves, 
as ſome withered bough fit only for 
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heavenly Temple for the eternall in- 
| | habitation of God, and can they think 
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| ſtorm of Temptation ? 


their ſerious thoughts that divine 
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ſed Redeemer now at the point of 
his death left for an happy farewell 


| for theſe alone , but for them alſo which 
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Can they lay themſelves living ' 
ſtones ſurely laid upon the foundation | 
Jeſus Chriſt, to the making up of an | 


they can be ſhaken out with every : 
Haye theſe men ever taken into 


prayer and meditation which our bleſ- | 


to his Church, in every word where- | 
of there 1s an heaven of comforts; : 
(F0h, 17. 20,21,22.) Neither pray I 


ſhall believe in me through their word, 
That they all may be one, as thou Fas- | 
ther art in me, and I in thee, that | 
'' they alſo may be one withws, And the | 
iſ ;| glory that thou-gaveſt me, I have gi- 

i]! ven them, that they may be one, even | 
if ''0 as weare ones 1inthem, and thou in | 


| it #e, Oh keavenly conſolation !.oh in- | 
[]'!/\ defeafible aſſurance ! what room can 
"1s oa od 
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> | there benow here for our difigence ? 
1 | Can the Sonof God pray and not be 
n | heard? for himſelf he needs not. 
' pray, as being eternally one with 
& the Father, God bleſſed for ever, he 
y | prayes for his; and his por is, 
That they may be one with the Fa- 

o | ther and himy even asthey are one. 
+ | They cannot therefore but be par- 
- | takers of this bleſſed union; and be- 
£ ing partakersof it, they cannot be dil- 
4 ; ſevered: And to make ſure work, 
.. | that glory which the Father gave to 
, | theSonof his love, they are alrea- 
7 dy (through his gracious participa- 
, | tion) prepoſſeſſed of z here they have 
2 | begun to enter upon that heaven, 
. | from which none of the powers of 
t | hell can poſſibly eje& them : Oh the 
2 | unſpeakably happy condition of be- 
- | lievers! Oh that all the Saints of 
z © God, in a comfortable ſenſe of their 
z | inchoate bleſſedneſle, could fing for 
. | joy, and here beforehand begin to 
take up thoſe Hallelujahs which _ 
| all 
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4 Cun1sr Myſtical, 
ſhall ere long continue (and neve ow 


end) in the Chore of the hight! mi 


Heaven. bet 
he; 


eee o_ — 


Sn Cr. 9, the 


The priviledges and benefits of thi 
ws : The firſt of them 53 {pi 


H:us now taken a view of this Ge 
| bleſſed union, in the nature and: the 
relemblances of it ; it will be time to; ten 
bend thine eyes upon thoſe moſt ad-} ful 
vantageous conſequents,and high pri-! wh 
viledges, which do neceſſarily fol-' he 
low upon, and attend this heavenly; ſel 
conjunRion, W hereof the firſt is that, us 
which weare wont to account ſwee-: 6 
teſt, Tife: Not this naturall life, Ar 
which is maintained by the breath of 21 
our noſtrils; Alas, what is that but} 2. 
a bubble, a vapour, a ſhadow, a Ne 
dream, nothing? as it is the gift of Ch 
a good Ged, worthy to be eſteemed} fay 
precious ; but as it is conſidered. in, in an 
—— OWN 


Cur1sr Myſticall, 35 
vet: own tranfitoryneſlſe, and appendent 
1c. miſeries, and in compariſon of a 
better life, not worthy to take up our 
hearts, This life of nature 1s that 
which ariſeth from the union of 
the body with the ſoule, many 
4x times enjoyed upon hard termes ; the 

ſpirituall life which we now ſpeak 

of, ariſing from the union betwixt 
his God and the ſoul, is that wherein 
nd; there can be nothing but perfe& con- 
to; rentment, and joy unſpeakable and 
ad-| full of glory. Yea, this is that life 
r1-' which Chriſt not only gives, butis : 
ol-' he that gave himſelf for us,gives him- 
nly; ſelfto us, and is that life that he gives 
at), us 3 When Chriſt, which i onr life, ſhall 
ec-; appear; ſaith the Apoſtle ( Col.3.4.) 
fe,, And Chriſt 3s to me, to live: (Phil, 2. 
of 21,) and moſt emphatically, ( Gal. 
Ut} 2.20.) 1 am crucified with Chriſt , 
a} Nevertheleſſe I lives yet not I, but 
of Chriſt liveth in me; Lo,it is a common 
ed} favour, that in him we live, but it is 
rs] an eſpeciall favour to his own,that he 
wn DS. lives 


Je be reprobates 7 and whereſoever he 


Ty believers; who may truly ſay, !: 


others the new man lives not the Fpi 


39 Cuxrisr Ayſticall, | 
lives in us : Know you your own ſelvy, | 
(ſaith the Apoſtle 2 Cor, 13. 51) 36. 
how that Feſus Chriſt is in you, exc Ch 
is, there he lives; we have not # ; 
dead Saviour, but a living, and wher! he 
he lives, he animates : It is not thereff" 
fore Saint Pauls caſe alone ; it is eve* P"Y 
live, yet not T, but Chriſt liveth in mt; det 
now, how theſe lives, and the au+' 
thors of them are diſtinguiſhed , "hon 
worth thy carcfulleſt conſideration} *" 

Know then, my ſon, that every] Th 
faithfull mans boſome is a Rebeccaes) 1 
womb, ( Gen. 25. 22. ) whercin there. 1: 
arctwins : a rough Eſas, and the ſeed); " 
of promiſe; the old man,and the new l . 
the fleſh and the ſpirits and the) 


have their lives diſtint from each a 


life of the old, neither can the oldt 
manlive the life of the news. it is no Fo 
one life that could maintain the op}... 


polite ſtruglings of both theſe: cor: mi 


rupt by 
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rypt nature is it that gives and conti- 
oj the life of the old man. Ir is 
a Chriſt that gives lifeto the new , we 
x; cannot ſay but the old man, or flcſh is 
erlthe mantoo: For 1 know (aith the 
_ choſen Veſſell Rom.7.18.) that in me, 
| that is, in my fleſh, dnelleth no good 
' thing : burthe ſpirituall part may yet 
! better challenge thetitle, For I delight 
tin the Law of God after the inward 
| man: (Rom. 7. 22.) That old man of 
ours is derived from the firſt Adam: 
tas we finned in him, fo he liveth in us; 
IThe ſecond Adam both gives, and is 
er the life of our regeneration, like as he 
{4410 the lite of our glory ; the life that 
Hollowes our iccond reſurreRion: I ax 
«6 (faith he) the reſurrection and the life, 
hat is it then whereby the new crea- 
ls furelives ? ſurely no other then the 
1) Pitit of Chriſty rhar alone is ir, that 
off ts bcing'andlife tothe renued ſoul. 
fe isho' ſtranger tous, there is no- 


"4 


A ang 
pt poem 


, l 


wherewith we are {o well ac- 


tetl 4- yed, (we feel _— 
what 


38 Cur1sr Myſticall, | 


what it is, and what it produceth , I} lot 
is that, from whence all ſenſe, ation} rej 
motion floweth, it is that, which give! an 
us to be what we are: All this i; otl 
Chriſt to the regenerate man: Ir is ed 
one thing what he is, or doth as # ow! 
man; another thing what he is,or dot} on! 
as a Chriſtian: As a man, he hati rej 
eycs, cars, motions, affections, under. ter 
ſtanding, naturally as his own: as: wet 
Chriſtian he hath all theſe from hin and 
with whom he is ſpiritually one, , ſeek 
Lord Jeſus z and the objects of bitte 
theſe vary accordirgly : His natural 3.1 
eyes behold bodily and materidl fol 
things; his ſpirituall eyes ſee thing but 
invifible ; his outward ears heare ti/an h 
ſound of the voice ; his inward eayactic 
hear the voice of Gods Spirit, ſpetlite,: 
king to his ſoul; his bodily feet mo n 
in his own f{ecular wiyes z. his ſpirityPaut 
all walke with God in all the, wayd#*# 
of his Commandements, His naturif” y: 
affections are ſet upgn thoſe thingped 
wich ap aaneedlie therevarg 6a 
| 47" 
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I} loves beauty, feares pain and loſle, 
1m] rejoyces in outward proſperity, hates 
vs) an enemy ; his renued affeions are 
; if aherwith and more happily beſtow - 
rig ed; now he loves goodnefſle for its 
« | own ſake; hates nothing bur ſin, fears 
or} only the diſpleaſure of a good God, 
at} rejoyces in Gods favour, which is bet- 
ler. ter then life: his former thoughts 
231 were altogether taken up with vanity, 
hin and earthed in the world ; now he 
th ſeeks the things above, where Chriſt 
f of fitteth at the right hand of God, (Col, 
ral 31+) Finally he is ſuch, as that a be- 
ric holder ſees norhing but manin him, 
ing but God and his ſoul finde [Chriſt 
t!{3n him, both in his renued perſon and 
eayactions ; in all the degrees both of his 
peilife, and growth of his ſufferings, and 

lory : My little children (faith Saint 
ritual, Gal, 4. 19.) of whom I travell 
ay is birth again untill Chriſt be formed 
ur” you. Lo here Chriſt both concei- 
jinged and born in tie faithful heart s 
-, Formation followes conception, and 
Wy trayell 
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travell implies a birth : Now the be. 
lieyer is a new-born babe in Chrif, 

(1 Cor. 3.1. 2 Pet. 2.2.) and ſo muty} , 
ally Chriſt in him; from thence hel ©* 
growsSupto (1 Foh. 2. 14.) ſtrengtt 
of youth; and ar laſt to perfcion, eye! 
towards the meaſure of the ſtature d 
the fulneſle of Chriſt ; ( Zphſe 4. 1; 
2 Cor.13.9. Heb.1.6.)And in this cond (eli 
dition he is dead with Chriſt ; (Roni tho 
6.8.) he is buryed with Chriſty the 
(Rom. 6.11.) Helis alive again unty Ch 
God through Chriſt ; (Col. 3. 1.)heig tha 
riſen with Chriſt, (Rox. 8, 17.) and tho 
with Chriſt he is glorified; yea, y Lo, 
more then ſo, his (Col. 1. 24.) ſuffe fee] 
rings-are Chriſts, Chriſts ſuffering tha 
are his':-( Rom. 8. 17) Heisin Chr it is 
an heir of glory, ( Col. 1.29.) aff 
Chriſt is in him, the hope of glory, | n0 
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h Sn cr, I0. 
A complaint of onr inſenſibleneſſe of this 


mercy, and an excitation to a chear- 
full recognition of it. 


ed Oſt thou not now finde cauſe 
I; ( my ſon) to complain of thy 
ond ſelt (as, I confeſſe, I dayly do) thar 
on] thou art ſo miſcrably apt to forget 
its theſe intimate reſpe&ts between thy 
nt} Chrift and thee? art thou not a- 
[elf ſhamed to think, how little ſenſe 
nf thou haſt/had of thy great happineſs? 
y4 Lo, Chriſt is in my boſome, and thou 
fey feeleſt him not; It is not thy foul 
ing that animares thee inthy renued eſtate, 
hf it is thy God and Saviour, and thou 
nf haſt not hitherto perceived it ;, Ir is 
7, | no otherwiſe with thee in this caſe, 
then with the members of thine own 
body; there is the ſame life in thy 
fingers and toes, that there is in the 
© i] head, or heart, yea, in the whole man, 
| and yet thoſe lims know not that they 

EE have 


[241 


Vel 


- 1 i py 
_ —_ - 
py S—_ 
— 


_ _ wet 
_—_—_— — * - 


n—— c_— —_ _ 
- om ts Do _— 
_ T_ _..- s 


—_ _ - aa - _ _ 
—_ ”— —_— <—_—_ —_— a _ [ M3. - a — - 
a =_ - h_ —"_— > ws tg - ———— _ _ oe 
— . a0 - . po pas E < 
- _—_— - pa —_— & ” a — wr —_— — 
6 & — - - Y , we — x 
" \ - — - 4 - Px . _ A 
PRA of —_ _ PR_ wo - = 
= —_ = * » = - | 4 » S "- 
— —— - & . —_ —_ = 
>. > | 
I = - = py —_— - = _ _ 

ED , _ po _ _ | 
> I "x g -" 99” en = — 2 - ow = 1 
_ m _ = - - —_— — -- 4 Þ_ — ——_— Ay - a — _ 

: £ — pl on oh 
a . = y % = wo w—_ - >a _ « x 
a — ISS . = - > . ——_ wo _—_— -- 
-: * = on P=_ - — = - ® ; ' 
- —— _ _— > — — _ -= —_—— 
< -_ -_ + <> ——_ _ 
<- 


cb 


OO D——  —  —— 
<— =_ 
o 
- ” s 


= "= 
_ _ —_ OO 


_ — _ Az 


42 Cunisr Myſlicall, 


have ſuch a life. Had thoſe members 
reaſon as well as ſenſe, they would 
percelye that, wherewith they are en. 
lived, thou haſt more then reaſon; 
fath; and therefore mayeſt well 
krow whence thou haſt this ſpiritu. 


all life, and thereupon art much wan 


ring to thy ſelf, if thou doſt not en- 


joy ſo uſefull and comfortable an ap 
prehenſion:: Reſolve therefore wit 
thy ſelf that no ſecular occaſion hall} 
ever ſet off thy heart from this bleſſed 
object; and that thou wilt as ſoonf 
forget thy natural! life, as this ſpiri| 
ruall : and raiſe up thy thoughts from} 
this duſt, to the heaven of heavens! 
Shake off this natural! puſillanimityy 
and mean conceit of thy ſelf, as il 


thou wert all earth, and know thy {el 
advanced to a celeſtiall condition, that 
thou art united to the Son of God, 


and animated by rhe holy Spirit 


God; fois the life which thou now 
liveſt in the fleſh, thou liveſt by the 
faith of the Son of Gqgd, who _ 
(65 


Curnsr Myſticall. A3 


thee and gave himſelf for thee ( Gal. 
i, $06}: -- 

See then and confcſſe how juſt 
cauſe we have to condemn the dead- 
heartedneſſle wherewith we are (ub- 


+ je& tobe poſlefled: and how many 
4 worthy Chriſtians are there in the 
+ world who bear a part with us in this 
z juſt blame z who have ycelded over 


themſelves to adiſconſolate heartle(- 


| neſle, and a ſad dejeAion of ſpirit z 


partly through a naturall diſpoſition 


| 1nclining to dumpiſhneſle, and part- 
| ly through the prevalence of tempra- 
{ tion: For Satan well knowing. how 
4 much it makes for our happineſſe, 
| chearfully to refle upon our intereſt 
| in Chriſt, and to live in the joyfull 


ſenſe of it, labours by ail means to 
withdraw our hearts from this (o 
comfortable obje&t, and to clog us 
with a penſive kind of ſpirituall ſul- 
lennefle : accounting it no ſmall ma- 
ſtery, if he can prevail withus ſo far 
a5 to bereaye us of this habitual] joy 
EE + in 
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44 Curnsr Myſlicall, 


int! e ho'y Ghoſt, ariſing from thief 
inanimation of Chriſt 1.ving, and} 
breathing within us: So much the} 4 
more therefore muſt we bend all the} 
poyers of our ſoules againſt this dan- 
gcrous and deadly machination off 
cur ſpirituall enemy 5 labour, as for! 
life 10 maintain this Fort of our joy! 
2gairſt all the powers of darknefle;} | 
and, if ar ahty time we finde our ſelves 
beaten off, through the violence f} 
temptation , we mult chide our ſelves} 
into our renued valour : and expo+| 
ſtu]ate the matter with our ſhrinking? 
courage, (with the man after Geds| 
own heart) Why art thou caſt down 0} ,, 
my ſoul, and why art thou diſquieted} |, 
within me ? = thou in God; for || 0 
ſhall yet praiſe him, who is the health 


Cre enennmmnnd 


of my countenance and my God, ( Pſall} o, 
42. 11. 43+5+) 


Su cr 


gels 
can never look to the bottome of it ! 
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OC ECT. kl, 


| Au incitement to joy and thankf«ln:ſſe 


for Chriſt our |. fe. 


Either is here more place for an 
heavenly joy, tea for-height of 


ſpire and raptures of admiration at 
| our God, who hath vouchſafed (o far 
; tograce his «lc, as to honour them 
' with a ſp.c'all inhabitation of his 
 ever-blefled Deity : yea, to live in 
'| them, and to make them live mus 
* tually in, and to himſelf, What ca- 
' pacity is there inthe narrow heart of 
{ man to conceive of this incompre- 
' henſible favour to his poor creature? 
Oh Saviour, thisis no ſmall part of 


at infinite goodn.fle and mercy of 


that pw myſtery whereinio the An- 
efire to look,(1 Pet, 1, 12.) and 


how ſhall the weak eyes of (infull Acth 
ever be able torcach unto it « When 


i} thou in the eſtate of thine humane in- 
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46 Cnnisr Myſtical, 
firmity offercedſt ro go down to the | 
Centurions houſe, that humble com- | 
mander could ſay; Lord, 1 am not wor- | 
that thou (houldſt come under my roof : + 
What ſhall we then ſay, that thou in, 
the ſtate of thine heavenly glory, | 
ſhouldſt vouchſafe ro come down | 
and dwell with us in theſe houſes of ' 
clay; and to make our breaſts the 
Temples of thy holy Ghoſt ? (1 Cor. 
6. 19.) When thine holy mother came | 
to viſit the partner of her joy ; thy | 
forerunner then in the womb of his | 
mother, ſprang for the joy of thy pre- | 
ſence, (Luk. 1.44.) though diſtermi- | 
ned by a ſecond womb how ſhould ; 
we be affe&ed with a raviſhment of ! 
ſpirit, whom thou haſt pleaſed to y'ſit 
in ſo much mercy, as to come down in- 
ro us, and to be ſpiritually conceived | 
inthe womb of our hearts, and theres | 
by to give a new and ſpiritual life to | 
our poor ſouls ; a life of thine own, yet 
mace ours ; a lite begun in grace, and 
cc.ding in eternall g'ory 2 


dls vs 
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SECT. 12. 


The duties we owe to God for his mercy 
to ws,in this life which we have from 


Chriſt. 


Ever did the holy God give a 

priviledge where he did not ex- 
pet a duty : he hath more reſpe& to 
his glory, then to throw away his fa- 
vours : The life that ariſeth from this 
bleſſed union of out ſouls with Chriſt, ' 
as1t is the height of all his mercies, 
ſoit cals for our moſt zealous affe- 
(tions, and moſt cffetuall improve- 
ment. Art thou then thus happily 
united to Chriſt, and thus enlived 
by Chriſt? how entire muſt thou needs 
be with him, kow dear muſt thy va- 
luations be of, him, how heartily 
muſt thou be devoted to him © The 
ſpirit of man((aith wiſe Solomon, Prov, 
| 20,27.) & the candle of the Lord ſear- 
| thing all the inward parts of the belly 
and therefore cannot but be acquain, 
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48 Cunisr Myſtical, 
ted with his own inmates; and finding 
ſo heavenly a gueſt as the Spirit of 
Chriſt tn the ſecret lodgings of his | 
ſoul, applies it ſelf to him in all 
things: ſoas theſe two ſpirits agree | 
in all their ſpirituall concernments; 
The ſpirit it ſelf (faith the holy Apo: | 
ſtle, Roms, 16.) beareth witneſſe with 
onr ſpirit, that we are the children of | 
God; and not in this caſe only, but | 
_ upon whatſoever occaſion the faith- | 
full man hath this Urim in his breaſt, 
and may conſult with this inward O- 
racle of his God for direQion, and | 
reſo)ution in all his doubts: neither | 
can he, according to the counſell of | 
the Pſalmiſt, (Pſal. 4. 4.) commune 
with his own heart , but that Chriſt 
who lives there, is ready to give him 
an anſwer. Shortly, our ſouls and 
we areone; and the ſoul and life are 
ſo rear one, that the one is commonly 
| taken for the other ; Chriſt therefore, 
who is the life and ſoul of our ſouls, 


iSand needs muſt be ſo intrinſecall 
: to 
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to us, that we cannot ſo:much-as con- 
ccive of our ſpirituall being withour 
him. 

Thou needeſt not be told, my ſon, 


how much thou valueſt life : Beſides: 


thine own ſenſe, Swan himſelf can 
tell thee, (and in this Cafe thou malt 
believe him) Skin for 5kin, and all 
that a man hath will be give for his 
life ; (Fob 2. 4 ) What ranſome can 
be ſet npon it, rhat a man would ſt.ck 
togives? though mountains of gold ; 
(Pſal, 49. 7.) though rthouſanis of 
rams, or ten thouſand rivers of oy! £ 
(Micah 6.7,) Yea how readily do 
we expoſe our dear lims, not to ha- 
zard only, but to loſle for the preſer- 
vation of it * Now alas, vhat is our 
life © 1t is even 4 vapour that appeareth 
for a little time, and then waniſheh 
away : (Pawn. 4. 14.) Andif we do 
thus value ap:riſhing life, that is g0- 
Ing out every moment , what price 
ſhall we ſet upon eternity 4 Tf Chrift 


br our life, how precious is thar life, 
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co CurnTs r Myſticall, | 
which neither inward diſtempers, nor | 
outward violences Can bereave us of; | 
which neither can be decayed by | 
- time, nor altered withcroſle events ? | 
Hear the choſen VeMlell; (Phil.3.9,8.) : 
What things were gain to me, thoſe I | 
counted loſſe for Chriſt ; Yea doubtleſe 
1 couxt all things but loſſe for the ex- 

cellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Fe-. | 
ſas my Lord, for whom T have ſuffered. | 
the leſſe of all things,and do count them. | 
but dung that I may win Chriſt; and, 


:5.one that did not eſteem his: own. | 


life dear to him, in reſpe& of thar. | 
better; alwayes (ſaith he AF, 20.24.) | 
bearing about in the body, the dying of | 
the Lord. Feſus, that the life alſo of | 
Feſus, might be made manifeſt in our: | 
body : (2 Cor, 4.10.) How chear- | 
fully have the noble and conquering 
armies of holy Marryrs given away ! 
theſe momentany lives, that they | 
might hold faſt their Jeſus, the life } 
of their ſouls * and who can be other- | 


wie af-ed that knowes and feels. | 


the. 
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the infinite happineſſe that offers it (e| 
to be enjoyed by him in the Lord 
Jeſus ? 

Laſtly, if Chriſt be thy life, then 
thou art ſo devoted to him that 
thou liveſt , as- in. him, and by him, 
ſo rohim alſo; aiming only art his 
ſervice and glo'y, and framing thy 
{lf wholly 10 his will and directions : 
Thou carſt r.ot ſo much as eat or 
drink but wich reſpe&. ro hims, 
(1Cor, 10. 31.) Ohthe gr2c.ous re- 
ſolut.on. of him. that was rapt, into 
the taird heaven, worthy to .be the pat- 
tern of all faithfull hearts:z Atcording 
to my earneſt expcftation and my hope 
that in nothing 1 ſhall be aſhamed, bat 
that with all. boldneſſe, as alwayes, ſo 
now alſo Chri? ſhall bemagpified in my 
body, whether it b: by life or by death : 
For to me to live « Chriſt, and to dye 
is gain.. ( Phil. 1. 20, 21. ) Our 
naturall life is not worthy to be its. 
awn fcope; we do not live mcer:y, 


that ve may live: our ſpiritual life, 


Ch:ift,. 
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Chriſt, is the utmoſt and moſt per- 
fe end of all our living z without 
the intuition wereof, we would not 
live, or if we fhould , our natural! 


life where no other then a ſpirituall | 


death : Oh Saviour, let me not live 
longer then I ſhall be enlived by 
thee, or then thou ſhalt be glorified 


by me: And what rule ſhould I fol- | 


low inall the carriage of my life but 
thine ? thy precepts, thine examplcs, 
that ſo I may live thee, as well as 
preach thee? and in both may finde 
thee, as thou haſt truly laid forth 
1! thy ſelf, che way.zhe truth,and the life , 
fi} (0h. 14.6.) the way wherein I ſhall 
|| walke, thetruth which I ſhall believe 

-| andprofeſle, and the life which I ſhall 
'| enjoy:Inal my moral ations therefore 


4,1) teach me to ſquare my ſelf by thee, 


| whatever lam about to do, or ſpeak, 
|| oraffc, let methiok: If my Savi- 
1/\, 'our were now upon carth, would he do 
| this that Iam now putting my hard 
teat 

nat 
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that I am now uttering £ would he be 
thus diſpoſed as I now feel my {elf 2 
Let me not yecld my ſelf to any 
thought,word or action which my Sa- 
viour would be aſhamed to own : Ler 
him be pleaſed ſo ro manage his own 
life in me, that allthe interefle he hath 
given me in my ſelf .may be wholly 
furrendred to him; that I may be as 
twere deadin my ſelf,whiles he lives 
and moyes In me. 


—_ 
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The improvement of this life ; in that 
Chriſt s made our wiſdome, 


Y vertue of this bleſſed union, 
as Chriſt is become our life; {o 
(that which is the higheſt improve- 
ment not only of the rational}, but 


the ſapernaturall and ſpirituall life ) 


ts thereby allo made unto us of 
God, Wiſdome, Righteouſneſe, Sun- 
fication, and Redemption, (1 Cor, 2. 
39.) 
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39.) Not that he only works theſe 
oreat things inand for us, (this were 
roo cold a conſtruction of the divine 
bounty) but that he really becomes 


all the ſe to us, whoare true partakers.4 


of him, 

Even of the wiſeſt men that eyor 
nature could boaſt of, 1s verified that 
charaRter which the divine Apoſtle 
gave of them long agce, ( Rom.1.21, 
22.) Their fooliſh heart was darkned, 


profefing themfelves to be wiſe, they | 


became fools; and ſtill the beſt of us 


(if we be but our ſclyes) may take up 
that complaint of Aſaph : ( Pſal. 73. | 
22.) So fooliſh was Iand ignorant , [| 
was 4s 4 beaſt before thee : and of Agny | 


the ſon of Fake , (Prov. 30. 2,3.) Sure- 
ly I am more brutiſh then man, and 
have not the underſtanding of a man; 
T neither learned wiſdome, nor havt 
the knowledge of the holy : and. if any 
man. will be. challenging more. to 
himſelf, he muſt at Jaiſt take up, with 
Selomon; CEccleſ. 7,23. I ſaid! = 
I be 
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le wiſe, but it was far from me; But 
how defeRive ſoever we are in our 
ſelves, there is wiſdome enough in 
our head, Chriſt, to ſupply all our 


F wants : He that is the wildome of the 


Father, is by. the Father made our 
wiſdome : 1» him are hid all the trea- 
ſures. of wiſdome and knowledge, ſaith 
the Apoſtle ,( Col. 2.3.) So. hid, that 
they are both revealed, and commu- 
nicated: to his own : For God who com- 
manded the light to ſhine out. of dark- 
neſſe, hath ſhined in our hearts, to give 


P | the light. of the knowledge of the glo- 
' ryof God in the face of Feſus Chriſt - 
| (2Cor, 4 6.) In and by him hath it 
pleaſed the Father to impart himſelf 


unto us; He i tbe image of the inviſible 
God, (Col. 1.15.) even the brightne(ſe 
of his glory, and the expreſſe image of 
his perſon. ( Heb. 1.3, ) It was. a juſt 
check that he gave to Philip in the 
Goſpell; (Foh. 14 9.) Have [ been [0 
long ttme with you, and yet haſt thou 


nor known me, Philip? He that bath... | {| 
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Ill ſeen me, hath ſeen the Father : And 


this point of wiſdome is ſo high and 
excellent, that all humane skill,and all 
the ſo much admired depths of Pri- 
loſophy are but meer ignorance and 
fooliſhneſſe, in compariſon of it, A- 
las, what can theſe profound wits 


reach unto, but the very outſide of | 


theſe vifible and tranſitory things ? as 
for the inward forms of the meaneſt 
creatures, they are ſo altogether hid 
from them, as if they had no being; 
and as for ſpirituall and divine things, 
the moſt knowing Naturaliſts are ei- 
ther ſtone-blinde, that they cannot ſee 
them, or grope after them in an E- 
oyptian datkneſſe : For the naturall 
man perceiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of *God;, neither can he know 
them becanſe they are ſpiritually diſcer- 
ned;(1 Cor,2.14.) How much lefie can 


they know'the God of Spirits, who 


(beſides his inviſibility) is infinite,and 
incomprehenſible? only he who is 
made -Our wildome cnlightnerh' our 
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eyes with this divine knowledge ; No 
may knoweth the Father but the Son, 
and he ts whomſoever the Sou will re- 
vedl him, (Mat. 11.27.) 

Neither is Chriſt made our wiſdome 
only in reſpet of heavenly wiſdome 
imparted to us; but in reſpe& of his 
perfe& wiſdome imputed unto us : 
Alas, our ignorances and finfull miſ- 
prifions are many and grear, where 
ſhould we appear, if our faith did not 
fetch ſuccour from our all-wiſe, and 
all-ſufficient Mediator ? Oh Saviour, 
we are wiſein thee our head, how 
weak ſoever we are of our f{clyes : 
Thine infinite wiſdome and goodneſle 
both covers and makes up all our, de- 
tkets; The wife cannot be poor, 
whiles the husbandis rich ; thou haſt 


 youchſafed to give us a right to thy 


ſtorez we have no reaſon to be dil- 
heartned with our own ſpiritual wants, 
whiles thou art made our wiſdome, 


SBCTr, 
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SECT. I 4, 
Chriſt made our Righteonſneſſe, 


T is not meer wiſdome that can 
make us acceptable to God z if the 
ſerpents were not intheir kinde wiſer 
then we, we ſhould not have been ad- 


viſed to be wiſe as ſerpents : That} 
God who, is cſſcntiall Juſtice, as well} 
as Wiſdome, requires all his to be not | 


more wile, then exquiſitely righteous: 
Such,in themſelyes they cannot be, For 
in many things we ſin all;ſuch therefore 
they are, and muſt be in Chriſt, their 


head, who is made unto us of God, | 


together with Wiſdome, Righteoul- 
neſle, Oh incomprehenſible mercy : 
He hath niade him to be ſin for #s, who 
knew n0 ſin, that we might be made tht 
righteouſneſſe of God in him, (2 Cor, 
5. 21.) what a marvellous and happy 
exchange is here? we are nothing but 
ſin; Chriſt is perfe& righteouſneſle; 
 Heis madeour fin, that we might be 

mae 
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| made his righteouſneſſe;He that knew 


no fin, is made fin for us; that we 
whoare all fin, :night be made Gods 
righteouſneſſe in him ; In our ſelves 
we are not only finfull, but ſtn; In 
him we are not righteous only, but 
righteouſnefle it ſelf : Of our ſelves, 
we are not righteous, weare made ſo: 
In our ſelves,we are not righteous, bur 


| in him 5 we made nor our ſelves {o, but 


the ſame God in his infinite mercy 


' nho made him fin for us,hath made us 
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| his rightcouſnefſe : No otherwiſe are 


we made his rightcouſneſſe, then he 
is made our fin: Our fin is made his 
by Gods imputation 3 ſo is his righ- 
teouſneſſe made ours: How fully doth 
the ſecond Adam anſiver, and tran- 
ſcend the firſt ; By the offence of the 
firſt, judgement cam upon all men to 
condemnation ; by the righteouſneſſe of 
the ſecond,the free gift came upon all 
men unto juſtification of life. (Rom,5., 
18.) As by 0nemans diſobedience many 
were mad: ſinners, (0 by the obedience 


of 
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of one ſhall many be made righteow, 


(Row, 5.19.) righteous not in them-| 


ſclves,(ſo death paſſed upon all, For that 
all have ſinned, Rom.5.12.) but in him 


that made them fo, by whom we have | 


received the atonement : (ROm.5.11,) 
How free then, and how pertc&t is 
Our juſtification ? W hat quarrel may 


the pare and holy God have againſt| 
righteouſneſſe > againſt his owne| 
righreouſneſſe ? and ſuch are we made} 


in,and by him: what can now ſtand bt. 
tween us and ;bleflednefles ? Not our 
fins; for this is the praiſe of his mer- 
Cy, that he juſtifies the ungodly, (Rom, 
4+ 5.) Yea were we not ſinfull, how 
were we capable of his juſtification? 
finfull as in the term from whence 


this a of his mercy moveth, not, as | 


in the term wherein it reſteth z his 


graces findes us ſinfull, it doth not! 


leave us ſo: Far be it from the righte- 
ous Judge of the world to abſolye a 
wicked foul continuing ſuch : He that 
Juſtifieth the wicked, and he that con- 
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'| demneth the juſt, even they both are an 


| abomination tothe Lord : ( Prov. 17. 
15.) No,but he kils tn in us whiles he 


{ remits it 3 and at once cleanſcth, and 


accepts our perſons : Repentance and 
remiſſion do not lag one after ano- 
ther; both of them meet ar once in 
the penitent ſoul: at once doth the 


| hand of our faith lay hold on Chriſt, 


| andthe hand of Chriſt lay hold on the 
+ ſoul to juſtification : ſo as the ſins that 
| are done away, can be no bar to our 
| happineſſe : And what but ſins can 
| prerend to an hinderance? All our 0+ 
| ther weakneſſes are no eye-ſore to 
; God, no rub in our way to heaven : 
What matters it then how unworthy 
ne are of our ſelves? Ir is Chriſts 
| obedience that 1s our righteouſneſle : 
| andthat obedience cannot but be ex- 
quiſitely perfe&, cannot bur be both 
juſtly accepted as his, and mercifully 
accepted as for us. There js a great 
deal of difference betwixt being righ- 
Kous, and being made rightcouſneſle; 
| every 
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every regenerate ſoul hath an inherent 
juſtice, or righteouſneſle in it ſelt 5 Ht 
that is righteous, let him be righteou 


ſtill, faith the Angel: ( Rev. 22. 11,) 


But at the beſt this righteouſneſle of 
ours is like our ſelves, full of imper- 
fetionz If thou, Lord, ſhouldſt mark 
Iniquities, O Lord, who ſhall ſtand? 
(Pſa.130.3.)Behold, we are before tht: 
in eur treſpaſſes, for we cannot ſtand 
before thee, becauſe of this, (EXrag, 
15. )How ſhould a man be juſt with God! 
If he will contend with him, he cannit 
anſwer him one of a thouſand,(Fob 9.2, 
3+) So then, he that doth righteouſne( 
is righteous, (1 Foh. 3.7.) but by par: 
don and indulgence, becauſe the righ- 
rcouſneſle he doth is weak and imper- 
fet; he that is made rightcouſneſle, 


ls perfectly righteous by a gracious ac: 


ceptation, by a free imputation of ab- 
ſolute obedience. Wo were us, if we 
were put over toour own accompliſh: 
ments 3 for, Curſed is every one thi 
comtinnes not in all things which art 
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writtenin the Book of the Law to do 
them, (Gal. 3.10, Dent. 27.16.) and, 
If we ſay that we have nv ſingwe deceive 
onr ſelves, and the truth is not in us; 
(1 F0h.1.8.)Lo,itthere be truth in us, 
wemuſt confeſle we have lin in us; 
and if we have ſin, we violate the Laws 
and if we violate the Law,we lye open 
 toacurſe. But here is our comfort, 
that our ſurety hath paid our debt : 
Itis true, welay forfeited to death g 
Juſtice had ſaid, The ſoul that finneth 
ſhall die, (EFek. 18. 4.) Mercy inter- 
poſeth, and ſatisfies 5 The Son of God 
(whoſe every drop of bloud was 
worth a world)payes this death for us: 


*| And now,Who ſhall lay any thing to the 
| charge of Gods elefF? It i God that 


1uſtifieth, who is he that condemneth ? 
It « Chriſt that dyed, yea, rather that 


we 


# riſen again, who is even at the right 
band of God, who alſo maketh inter- 


{h-} ceſ70n for #5.(Rom.$.33,34.) Our ſin, 
ha] our death is laid upon him, and under- 
dre] taken by him 3 He was wonnded for our 
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tranſereſſious, he was bruiſed for or 
zniquities; the chaſtiſewentts of our 
peace were upon him, and with hi 


ſtripes we are healed, (Eſa. 53.5.) His 
death, his obedience is made over to 


us; So then,the fin that we have com- 
mitted.and the death that we have de- 
ſerved is not ours; but the death which 
he hath endured, and the obedience 
that he hath performed, is ſo ours, a 


he is ours, whois thereupon made of} 


God our rightcouſneſſe. Where noy 
are thoſe enemies of grace that ſcoffe 


at imputation ; making it a ridiculous} 
paradox, that a man ſhould become} 


juſt by another mans righteouſneſſe? 


How dare they ſtand out againſt thef 


word of truth, which tels us expref 


ly that Chriſt is made our righteoul 
neſſle > What ſtrangers are they to 
that grace they oppugn? How littk 
do they a” that Chriſt .is ours! 
his righteouſneſſe therefore by whi 

we are juſtifyed, is in him our own; 
He that hath born the iniquity of ; 
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all CEfa. 53.6.) hath taught us to call 
our fins our debrs ; (Mar.6. 12.) thoſe 
debts can be but once paid ; if the 
bounty of our Redcemer hath ſtaked 
| down the ſums required, and cancel- 
ledthe bonds; and this payment is 
| (through mercy ) fully accepted as 
from our own hands, whar danger, 
what ſcruple can remain? What doc 
| wethen, weak ſouls, tremble to think 
| of appearing before the dreadfull tri- 
bunall of the Almighty 2 we know 
him indeed to be infinitely, and infle- 
| xibly juſt; we know his moſt pure 
| eyes cannot abide to behold fin; we 
| know we have nothing elſe bur ſinne 
for him to behold in us: Certainly , 
were we to appear before him in the 
meer ſhape of our own {infull ſelycs, 


th 
'$! 
| 


we had reaſon to ſhake and ſhiver ar 
the apprehenſion of that terrible ap- 
_—_— but now that our faith aſ- 
ures us, we fhall no otherwiſe be 


nz] preſented to that awfull Judge then as 
'#| cloathed with the robes ot Chriſts 
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r ehtcouſneſſe, how confident ſhould 
we be, thus decked with the garments 
of our elder brother, to carry away a 


bleflirg? whiles therefore we are de-| 


jected with the conſcience of our own 
wt:leneſſe, we have reaſon to lift up our 
heads in the confidence of that per: 
{e& righteouſneſle which Chriſt is 
made unto us, and we are made in 


him. 
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wardly foul and guilty ; for the beſt 0 
men can but judge of things as they 
appear, not as they are ; but the righ 
teous Arbiter of the world declarc 
none juſt whom he makes not holy, 
The ſame mercy therefore thar makes 
Chriſt our rightcouſmeſſe, makes him 
alſo our ſancificationz of our telves, 
1 werehed 


' A T the bar of men many a one if 
pronounced juſt who remains in 
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ſeth 
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4 | wretched men, what are we other at 
ts | our beſt, then unholy creatures, full 
2 | of pollution and ſpirituall unclean- 
e. | neſle ? It is his moſt holy Spirit that 
wa} muſt cleanſe us from all rhe filthineſſe 
ur þ of ovur fleſh and ſpirit, (2 Cor,7.1.)and 
r-] work us dayly to further degrees of 
s| fanRification, (He that is holy, let him 
in| be holy ſtill, Rev. 22,11,) neither can 

| there be any thing more abhorring 
from his infinite juſtice and holineſle, 
- | then to juſtifie thoſe ſouls which lie 
ſtill inthe loathſome ordure of their 
 corruptions. Certainly , they never 
truly learnt Chriſt, who wou'd draw 
;ﬆ over Chriſts righteouſneſſe, as a caſe 
rf oftheir cloſe wickedneſlcs ; that ſever 
off holineſſe from juſtice, and give no 


ey place to ſanCtification, inthe evidence 
| of their juſtifying : Never man was 
re juſtified without faith s and whereſoe- 
ly.þ ver faith is,there it pwrifieth and clean» 


ed 


re} ſeth 3 (4, 15. 9.) But beſides that 

in} the Spirit of Chriſt works thus pow 

es] erfully (though gradually) within us, 
2 


"That 
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That he may ſandtifie and cleanſe u| "* 

with the waſhing of water, by the word, 

his kolineſle is mercifully imputed to 

us, That he may preſent us to himſelf «| ” 
lorions Church, not having ſpot, or| ** 

wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, but that me| tt 


ſhould be holy and without blemiſh:} ©* 


(Eph. 5.26, 27.) {0 as that inchoate! — 
holinefſe, which by his gracious ino- 

peration growes up daily in us towards; 
a full perfeRion, as abundantly ſup 


plyed by his abſolute holineſle, T F 


no leſſe by imputation ours, then it 
is perſonally his : when therefore we! 
Jook into our boſoms, we finde juſt dou 
cauſe to be aſhamed of our impurity} wii 
and to loath thoſe dregs of corrupti} WT 
on, that yet remain in our ſinfull na4 plc 
ture ; but when we caſt up our eyest pliſt 
heaven, and behold the infinite holif Mec 
nefle of that Chriſt, ro whom we at: of h 
united, which by faith is made ou 

we have reaſon to bear up againſt : | 
the diſcouragements that may arik life 
from the conſcience of our own ” juſt 
nelly. 


& OUr | 
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neſſe, and to look God in the face 
4 | with an awiu!l boldneſſe, as thoſe 
'| whom he 1s pleaſed to preſent hozy, 
| and unblameable, and unreprovable 11 
| bis fe ht + (Col. 1. 22.) as know:.ng 


a that he that ſantifieth, and they that 
, | art ſanttified are all of one.(Heb.2.11.) 
tet — mmm _ 
ol Se cr. 16. 


p- Chriſt madcour Redemption. 


ich the Son of God came 

uſl down into the world ; and the work 
ty which he did whiles he was in the 
174 worldzand that, which (in way of ap- 
na plication of it) he ſhall be ever accom- 
- oof Pliſhing, till he ſhall deliver up his 
Al — Kingdome into the hands 
ard) f his Father 5 in this he begins, in 
this he finiſhes the great buſineſſe of 

18 Our ſalvation : For thoſe who in this 
id ie are enlightned by his wiſdome, 
14 uſtified by his merits, ſancified by 
0. | D 3 hs 


| Reaper was the Oreat errand 
we! L\for w 


p 
l 


ſk 
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varicties of miſeries and dangers, till 


upon their happy death,and glorious | 


reſurrection, they ſhall be fully freed, 


his grace, are yet confliting with ma- 
nifold temptations, and ſtrugling with | 


| th 


by their ever-bleſſed and viRorious | 
Redeemer: He therefore, who by 


fin 


vertue of that heavenly union, is made | for 


unto us of God, Wifdome, Righte- 


| Fr 


ouſncfle, SanRification; 1s alſo upon | 10 


the ſame ground made unto us our full 
Recemption. Redemption implies 2 
captivity ; Weare naturally under the 


wofull bondage of the Law, of finne, 


of miſeries, of death: The Law is 1 


| Yea 
bet, 
| Fri 
| 4 


OW 


crucll exaor; for it requires of us | #4! 


what we cannot now do ; and whips 


us for not doing it ; for the Law wor-| 


ketb wrath, (Rom.4.15.)and, 4s many 


as are of the works of the Law, are| 
w#rnder the curſe. (Gal.3.10.) Sinne is3} 


worſe tyrant then he, and takes ad- 
vantage to exetciſe his cruelty by the 
Law; For when we were in the fleſh, 
the motion of fins, which were by the 

| Lan, 


una 


4. 
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Law aid work in our members to bring 
forth fruit unto death , (Rom. 7. 5.) 
Upon fin neceſſa:ily followes milery, 
the forerunner of deaths and ccarh 
the uoſhot of all miſcrics 3 By 0xe #2437 
ſn entred into the world, and death by 
ſing and ſo death paſſed upon all men, 
for that all have ſinned, (Rom,5.12.) 
From all theſe is Chriſt our Redemp- 
tion z from the Law ; for Chriſt hath 
redeemed us from the curſe of the Law, 


\ bting made a curſe for us: (Gal, 3.13.) 


From fin; for we are dead to ſin, but 
dive tnto God through Feſus Chriſt 
our Lord, (Rom.6. 11.) Sin ſhall not 
have dominion over you, for ye are not 
under the Law, but unde7 Grace, (Rom. 


. þ 6.14.) From death, and therein from 
| all miſcries:0 death where is thy ting? 


0 grave, where is thy vittory ? The 


| ſing of death is ſin, and the ſtrength 


of ſis is the Law : But thanks bg to 
God which giveth us wvidtory throueh 
our Lord Feſus Chrift, (1 Cor. 15.55, 
56,57.) Now then let the Law. do his 

D 4, worſt, 
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worſt, we are not under the Law, but| | 
nnder Grace, (Rom. 6. 14.) The Caſe} to: 
therefore is altered betwixt the lay | Aif 
and us. Ir is not now a cruell. Task- | foci 
maſter, to beat us to, and .for our! dot 
works itis our Schoolmaſter, to di- | bec 
re&,and to whip us unto Chriſt : It is} 1.7, 
not a ſevere Judge, to condemn us; | our 
it is a friendly guide to ſet us the way | (17 
towards heaven. Let finne joyn his} 3. 1 
forces together with the Law, they | in hi 
carnot prevail to'onr hurt 5 For wha | 
the Law could not do, tn that it wa | 
weak through the fleſh, God ſending hi: | 
own Son in the likeneſſe of finfull fleſh, | 5, 
condemned ſin in the fleſh, that tht | 
righteouſneſſe of the Law might be ful. | 
lled in ns, who walke not after the fleh| \ 
but after the ſpirit. (Rom.S. 3,4.) Lea 
death joyn his forces with them both, | 
weare yet ſafe; For the Law of the thoſ 
ſpirit of life, hath freed us from theÞ with 
Law of ſin,and of death ; (Rom. 8, 2.)["ght 
What can we therefore fear, what canoth 
we ſuffer, while Chriſt is made our liter 
Redemption ? Finally, 
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t | Finally, as thus Chriſt is made un- 
e | tous Wiſdome, Righteouſneſle, San- 
y | aification, and Redemption ; ſo what 
« | ſoever elſe he either is, or hath, oc 


Ir | doth, by vertne of this bleſſed union , 


[- | becomes ours 3 he is, our xiches,( Eph. 
is | 1.7.) our ſtreagrh, (Pſal. 27 .1.28,7.) 
5; | our glory, (Ep4.1.18.) our ſalvation, 


y | (1Theſ.5. 9. Eſa. 12.2.) our all : (Col. 
is} 3-11.)heisalito us; and all is ours 
yt in him. | 

1 Way OM 
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is | SECT, I”7. 

s | The externall priviledges of this uni. 
| * 0n,4 right to the bleſſings of earth 
"| and heaven. 

7 Rady 


«} T"Romtheſe primary and intrinſecal 
bh, 1 priviledges therefore, flow all 
he þ thoſe ſecondary and externall, where- 
he | with we are bleſſed; and therein a 
)["ight to all the bleſſings of God, both 
an fob the right hand and: of the left ,, an: 
ur Fiiterefle in all the good things both of 


De 


AB cartlx 


by —_ ty w — — ——— — 
- . ——_— ; ' —— - $3.4 62 
w w——_- » 


— -4 
_ 4 = - = — - 
_- ——y IL > x ns an AG es eo OO F]— — Dn mnt rm en * 
: ; FT ES [4 
- ———_— " - >. - "a- 
- * 15 = 4 T _ © nee + >, _— - 2 


I _ 
A —— _ -- 
- 7 r——_ 
_ L _- Al: 
=_ 


74 Currsr Myſtical, 


earth and heayen: Hereupon it is that 
the glorious Angels of Heaven be- | 
come our Guardians,keeping ns in all | ff 
our wayes, and working ſecretly for | for 
our good upon all occaſions ; that all | wh 
Gods creatures are at our ſervice; that | oy: 
we have a true ſpiriiuall title to them; | no 
All things are yours (faith the Apoſtle, } wo 
1 Cor.3.22,23.)4nd ye are Chriits,and} eye 
Chriſt Gods, | anc 

But take heed , my ſon, of miſ-} ear 
laying thy claim to what, and in what} the 
manner thou ought'ſt not. There is 2| hur 
ctvill right,that muſt regulate our pro-} our 

iety to theſe earthly things ; our ſpi-Þ ful 
rituall right neither gives us poſſeſſi-} par 
on of them, nor takes away the right} we 
and propriety of others ; Every man} the 
hath and muſt have what by the juſt} the 
Laws of purchaſe, gift, or inherirance} Thi 
is derived to. him otherwiſe there} hay 
would follow aninfinite confuſion in} Ter 
the world ; we could neither enjoy'\noth hay 
give our own; and only Will, and} true 
Mightmut be the arbixers of all mens juſt 

25” _ 


_—_— 
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eſtates; which how unequall it would 
be, both reaſon and experierce can 
ſufficiently evince. This right is nor 
forthe Cireption or uſurpation of that 
which civill titles have legally put 
over to othe'S; there were no thett, 
no robbery, no opprefſion in the 
world,-if any mans goods might be 
every mans: But for the warrantavle 


| and comfortable injoying of thoſe 


euthly commodities inregard of God 
their ofiginall owner, which are by 


| humane conveyanccs juſtly become 
| 


ours : The earth is the Lords, and the 
fulneſle of it; in kis right what ever 
parcels do lawfully deſcend unto us, 
we may juſtly poſſcfle, as we have 


| them legally made over to us frum: 


the ſecondary and immediate owners. 


| There is a gencration of men wito 
eh 


o 


have vainly fanſied the founding of 
Temporall dominion in Grace; and 
have upon this miſtaking outed the 
true heirs as intruders, and feoffed the 
juſt. and godly in the poſſeſſion of 

wicked: 


Ph 


141% Mightmuſt be the arbixers of all mens 
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earth and heayen: Hereupon it is that | 


the glorious Angels of Heaven be- 
come our Guardians,keeping ns in all 


our wayes, and working ſecretly for | 


our good upon all occaſions ; that all 


Gods creatures are at our ſervice; that 


we have a true ſpiricuall title ro them; 


All things are yours ((aith the Apoſtle, | 


1 Core3.22,23.)4nd ye are Christs,and 
Chriſt Gods. 

But take heed , my ſon, of miſ- 
laying thy claim to what, and in what 
manner thou ought'ſt not. There is 2 
ctvill right that muſt regulate our pro- 
priety to theſe earthly things ; our ſpi- 


OUT 
| fuly 


rituall right neither gives us poſſeſſi-* par 
on of them, nor takes away the right} we 
and propriety of others z Eyery man} thei 


hath and muſt have what by the juſt 
Laws of purchaſe, gift, or inherirance 
is derived to- him otherwiſe there 
would follow aninfinite confuſton in 
the world ; we could neither enjoy'not 
give our own; and only Will, and 
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' eſtates; which how uncquall it would 
be, both reaſon and experierce can 
| ſufficiently evince. This right is nor 
| forthe Cireption or uſurpation of that 
| which civill titles have legally put 
over to othe'S; there were no theft, 
no robbery, no oppreſſion in the 
world,-it any mans goods might be 
every mans: But for the warrantavlie 
ad comfortable injoying of thoſe 
euthly commodities inregard of God 
their ofiginall owner, which are by 
humane Conveyanccs juſtly become 
ours: The earth is the Lords, and the 
| fulneſſe of it; in his right what ever 
parcels do lawfully defcend unto us, 
| we may juſtly poſſcfle, as we have 
| them legally made over to us frum 
| the ſecondary and immediate owners. 
| There is a generation of men who 
| have vainly fanſied the founding of 
Temporall dominion in Grace; and 
have upon this miſtaking outed the 
true heirs as intruders, and feoffed the 
juſt. and godly in the poſſeſſion of 

wicked: 


| 
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wicked inheritors; which whether they 
be worſe Common-wealths-men, or 
Chriſtians, is ro me utterly uncertaine; 
ſure Iam they are enemies to both; 
whiles on the one fide, they deſtroy all 
Clyill propriety, and commerce; and 
on the other, reach the extent of the 
power of Chriſtianity ſo far, as to ren- 
der it injurious,and deſtruRive bothto 


reaſon and to the Lawes of all well- | 
ordered humanity, Nothing is ours | 


by injury and injuſtice,all things are (0 
ours, that we may. with a good conſci- 
ence enjoy them as from the hand ofa 


munificent God, when they are right- | 
tully cftated upon us by the lawfu!l| 
conyention or bequeſt of men. In this| 
regard it 15 that a Chriſtian man is the| 
Lord of the whole Univerſe ; and hath} 
a rightto- the whole creation of God: } 


how can he challenge lcſſe* he isa ſon; 
and.in thar an heir $- and (acconding to 


the high expreſfion ofthe Holy Ghoſt) 


a co-heir with Chriſts As therefore we 
may not be high minded, but fear ; 6 
We 


wt. head 


- "EO" 
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we may not be too low-hearted inthe 
under-valuing of our condition z In 
God we are great, how mean ſoever in 
our ſelves : [n his right the world is 
ours, what ever pittance we enjoy in 
our own ;how can we goleſs when we 
are one with him who isthe poſſeſſour 
of heaven and earth ? 

It were but a poore comfort tous,if 
by vertue ofthis union we could onely 
lay claim to all earthly things: alas, 
how vain and tranſitory are the beſt of 
theſc? periſhing under our hand inthe 
very uſe of them,and inthe mean while 
how unſatisfying in the fruition? All 
this were nothing, if we had not here- 
by an interefle in the beſt of all Gods 
favours, in the heaven of heavens and 
the eternity of thatglory which is there 
Jaid up for his Saints z far above the 
reach of all humane expreſſions, or 
conceits ; It was the word of him who 
sthe cternall word of his Father , Fa- 
ther, I will that they alſo whom thou haft 
given me, be with me. where I am, that 
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they may bebold my glory which thou 
hait given me z (F09.17. 28.) and not 
only to be meer ſpeCtatours, but even 

artners of all this celeſtiall bliſſe roge- 
ther with himſclf;The glory which thos 


gaveſt me, I have given them,that they | 
may be one, even as we are oxe, (Fob. | 
17. 22.). Ohthe tranſcendent and in- | 


comprehenſible blefledneſſe of the be- 
leevers, which even when they enjoy 


they cannot be able to utter, for mea- | 
ſure infinite,for durationeternall ! Oh | 
the inexplicable joy of the full and e- | 
verlaſting accompliſhment of the hap- | 
py union of Chriſt and the belecving | 


ſoule , more fit for thankefull won- 


der and raviſhment of ſpirit, the for | 


any finite apprehenſion ! 
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wrought, 


Na. that we may look a little fur- 


ther into the means by which | 
TS this 
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this union is wrought; Know,my Son, 
that as there are two perſons betwixt 
whom this union is made, Chriſt and 
the beleever , ſocach of them concurs 
tothe happy effecting of it ; Chriſt, by 


| his ſpirit diffuſed through the hearts of 


all the regenerate, giving life and aQi- 


| vity to them : the beleever,laying hold 


by faith upon Chriſt ſo working in . |'! 


' lum;and theſe do ſo rea upon each 0- 


ther, that from ther mutuall operation 
reſults this gracious union whereof we 


| treat. Here is a ſpirituall marriage be- 
| twixt Chriſt and the ſoul : The liking 
; of one part doth not make up the 


match,bur the conſent of both, To this 
purpoſe Chriſt gives his Spirit; the 
ſoul plights her faith : Whar intereſſe 
have we in Chriſt but by his Spirit e 
what interefle hath Chriſt in us but 


{ by our faith? 


On the one patt z He hath given us 
bis holy Spirit, ſaith the Apoſtle, (1 


T I in a way of correlation, 
we 


ave received not the ſpirit of the 


— —_ - — w_— - 


morld, 
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world, but the Spirit which is of God 


!!. ſorcceived,* as that he dwels in ws, 

#1 ( Row. 8.11. 1Cor,s5. 3. Gal. 2, 20.) 

|! andſodwelsinus, as that we are joy- 
| | ' ned to the Lord, and he that is joyned 

+4]: rothe Lordis one ſpirit, 

| On the other part, we haye acceſſe 


},, ſtand, andrejoyce in hope of the glory 
' of God, ſo as now the hife that we live 


into the ſoul;as that,which if not alone 
yet chiefly tranſaQs all the main affairs 
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1} 4}! quickning grace,(Gal. 2,20, Rom.1.17.) 


\f;1+! the proteRting grace, (Epheſ. 6, 16, ) 
010 ROLY * A *» 

4h 1 ſl the eſtabliſhing Lace, (Rom. 11.20.2 
; "wn. | [ #5 ra < p »- _ Cor. 


(x Cor. 8. 12.) And this ſpirit we have 


by faith into this grace wherein we 


| tending to falyation : for faith is the: | 


11-4. the direfting grace, (2. Cor. 5.7.) | 


Ji. > one: a. 38. 
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Cor, 1.24 ) the juſtifying grace,(Rom, 
5, 1. ) the ſanRifying and purifying 
graces ( A. 15- 9s) faithis the grace 
| thataſſents to, apprehen2s,applics,ap- 
propriatesChriſt, (Heb.11.1)and here- 
| upon the uniting grace, and ( which 
| comprehends all) the ſaving grace. If 
 evertherefore we look for any conſola- 
' tionin Chriſt, or to have any partin 
this beatificall union, ir muſt be the 
| main care of our hearts to make ſure of 
| alively faithin the Lord Jeſus, tolay 
| faſt hold upon him, toclaſp him cloſe 
tous, yeato receive him inwardly into 
our bolomes; and ſo to make him ours 

* andour ſelves his, that we may be joy- 
| nedto him as our head, eſpouſed to 
| him as our husband, incorporated into 
 himas our nouriſhment, engraffed in 
him as our ſtock, and laid upon him as 


* {ſure foundation, 
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SC ncrT., 19, 
The union of Chriſlis members with 


themſelves, Firſt, thiſe in heaven,| 


Itherto we have treated of this 


bleſled union as in relation to} 
Chriſt the head; It remains that we 
now conſider of it,as it ſtands in relati- | 
on tothe members of his myſticall bo-} 
dy,one towards another; For as the bo-| 
dy is united to the head, ſomuſtthe|} 


members be united to themſelves to 
make the body truly compleat : Thus 
the holy Ghoſt by his Apoſtle: (1 Cor, 
I2.12.) As the body is one and hath ma. 
ny members, aud all the members of that 
one body being many,are one body, ſo 


Chriſt, Fcom this entire conjuntion of | 


the members with each other, ariſcs 


that happy communion . of Saints}. 


which we profeſſe both to beleeve and 

to partake of ; This myſticall body of 

Chriſt is a large one, extending it (elfe 

both to heaven and carth; there is a g 
| a 
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all union betwixt all thoſe farre-ſpred 
lims; between the Saints in heaven; be- 
tween the Saints on earth ; betweenthe 
Saints in heaven and earth. 

We have reaſon to begin at heaven, 
| thence is the originall of our union 
| and bleſſedneſs; There was never place 
 fordiſcord in that regian of glory finc 


-| the rebcllious Angels were caſt our 


' thence; the ſpirits of juſt men made per- 
| fe# (Heb, 12,) muſt needs agreeina 
| perfect unity z neither can it be other- 
| wiſe, forthere is but one will in hea- 
| yenzone ſcope of the deſires of bleſſed 
| ſouls, which is the glory of their Gody 

all the whole chore ſing one ſong, and 
 inthat one harmonious tune of Allelu- 
| Jah, We poor parcell-ſainted ſouls here 
| onearth profeſſe to bend our eyes di- 
realy upon the ſame holy end, the ho- 
-notir 9f our Maker and Redeemer, 
| but, alas, at our beſt, we are drawn to 
 bokaſquint at our own aims of profir, 
ox pleaſure; We profeſle to ſing loud 


harſh 
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84 Curisr Ayſticall, 
harſh and jarring notes ; above,therei; 


a perfe& accordance in an unanimous | 


elorifying of him that fits vpon the 
throne for ever; 0h, how ye love th, 
Lord,all ye his Saints, ( Pfal, 31. 21.) 
Oh how joyfull ye are in glory ! (Pal, 
149. 5.) The heavens ſhall prae th 
wonders, O Lord, thy faithfu 


89. 5. ) O whata bleſſed Common- 


| wealth is that aboye!The City of the li- 


VingGod,the heavenly leruſalem(everat 
unity within it ſclf, Pſ.122.3+)ad there 
in innumerable company of Angels, and 
the generall Aſſembly and Church of the 

rſt-borne,which are written in heaven; 
the ſpirits of juſt men made perfed?, and 
(whom they all adore ) God the judge 


of all ; and Feſus the Mediator of tht | 


New Teſtament: (Heb, 12.22. ) All 
theſe as one, as holy : Thoſe twenty 


thouſand chariots of heaven (Pſal, 68, | 


17.)moveall one way; When thoſe 
four beaſts fwll of eyes, round about the 
throne give glory, and honour, and 

thanks 


neſse all | 


#7n the congreeation of the Saints: (Pſal, | 


Cun1sr Myſtical, 8 


thanks to him that ſits #pon the throne, 

(ging, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Al- 

| mighty, which was,and i,and is to come; 

then the four and twenty Elders fall 
; down before him, and caſt their crownes 
before the throne; ( Rev. 4.6, 7, S, 9, 
10.) No one wears his crown whiles 
| thereſt caſt down theirs, all accord in 
one at of giving glory to the Higheſt. 

Aﬀer the ſcaling of the Tribes, A great 
multitude, which wo man conld number, 
| of all Nations, and kindreds,and people, 
and tongues ſtood b:rfore the throne, and 
| before the Lamb cloathed with white 
| robes and palmes in their bands, And 
' erjed with a lond woice, Salvation to 
| our God, which ſitteth upon the throne, 
| and unto the Lamb ; And all the angels 
| flood abont the throne, and abont the El- 
| ders, and the four beaſts, and fell before 
the throne on their faces and worſhipped 
| God, ſaying, Amen, Bleſling, and glory, 
ind wiſedome, and thankſgiving, anc! 
honour, and power, and might be unto 
God for ever and ever. (Revel, 7. 4, 


9,10, 


being no wore ſtrangers and forainers, 
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9,10,11, I2.) Lo, thoſe ſpirits whic| 
hcre below were habited with ſeveral 
bodies, different in ſhapes, ſtature 
ages, complexions, are now above x 
one ſpirit rather diſtinguiſhed, then d; 
vided; all united in one perpetuall ado- 
ration and fruition of the God of ſpi 


41: 
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ritsz and mutuall happy in God, inf the 


themſelves, incach other, 
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The union of Chrifts members upull 
earth: Firſt in matter of judgment. 


Ur copy is ſet us above; we lt 

bour to take it out here on earth;| 
What do we but dayly pray that thef 
bleſſed union of fouls,which is eminent 
inthar empyreal! heaven, may be ex- 
emplified by us in this region of mor- 
tality For, hiving through Chriſt an 
asce(ſc by one (pirit uato God the Father, 


but fellow-Cit1Fens with the Saints, 


an 
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hich] and of the houſhould of God, ( Eph. 2* 
ral} 18, 19, ) we ceaſe not to pray, Thy 
res} will be done in earth as it is in hea- 


> 4 
| di 
do- 
ſpi 


ven: ( Mat. 6. 10, ) Yea, O Sa- 
yiour, thou who canſt not but be 
| heard, haſt prayed to thy Father for 
the accompliſhment of this union; That 


, nf they may be one even as weare one; Tin 


| them, and thou inme; that they may 
be perfett in one. ( Fob. 17. 22,23,) 
| What then is this union of the meme 
bers of Chriſt here on earth, but a ſpi- 
rituall oneneſſe ariſing from an happy 
conſpiration of their thoughts aud at- 
feRtions ?2 For whereas there are two 


-| min principles of all humane ations 


| and diſpoſitions, the brain & the hearr, 
| theconjunure of theſe two cannot but 
produce a perfe& union ; from rhe one 
our thoughts tak< their riſe 5 our af- 
fetions from the other ; in both, the 
ſoul puts it ſelf forth upon all matter of 
accord, or difference. The union of 
thoughts is, when we minde the ſame 
things, when we agree in the ſame 
26 | truths 
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truths: This is the charge which the 
Apoſtle of the Gentzles layes upon his 
Corinthians, (1 Cor. 1.10, )Jand intheir] 


perſons, upon all Chriſtians, Now he.f 


ſeech you, brethren , by the name of ou 
Lord Feſus Criſt, that ye all ſpeake th ti 
ſame thing z and that there be no divij.| (11 
075 among you ;, but that ye be perfetih] cl 
joyned together in the ſame minde ani the 
in the ſame j#dgement : And this isnd thi 
other then thar one faith, (Zph. 4.5.) # 
which makes up the one Church off © 
Chriſt upon earth 5 One,” both in re wh 
ſpect of times and places, Of times fo} 8! 
as the Fathers of the firſt world, and and 
the patriarchs of the next, and all Gods} #* 
people in their ages, that lookt (toge-| 
ther with them ) tor the redemprion df Ru 
Iſrael;are united with us C\riftians of Ill 
the laſt dayes in the ſame beleefe. and ply 
make up one entire body of Chriſts hea, 
Catholick Church : (Lak, 2.23. ) OP! 
placesz{o as all thoſe that truly profeſle luc 
the name of Chriſt (though ſcatteredÞPY" 
into the fartheſt remote regions of - nd 
CArtnhy 


124% 
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earth ) even thoſe that walk with their 
feet oppoſite to ours, yer meet with us 
in the lame center of Chriſtian faith, 
2nd-make up one houtho:d of God. 
Not that we can hope it poſſible 
that all Chriſtians ſhou'd agree in all 
truths ; whiles we arc here, our minds 
cannot but be more un'ike to each o- 
thers, then our faces: yea, it isarare 
thing for a man to hold conſtant to his 
own apprehenſions. Lord God ! what 
2world doe wee meet with of thoſe , 
who miſ-call themſelves (cverall Reli- 
pions, indeed ſeveral profeſſions of one 
andthe ſame Chriſtianity * Melchres, 
Georgians, Maronites, Facovites, Arme- 
mans, Abyſines, Cophti, Neſtorians, 


1 ff 8#ſ1ans, Mengrelliaps,and the reſt thar 
« off fll up the large Map of Chriſtianogra- 
and phy 3 all which as whiles they hold the 
riſts} bead Chriſt,they cannot be denyed the 
 Offprviledge of his members ; ſo being 
-{eſſuch,they are, orſhould be indiflolubly 
red{oyned together in the unity of ſpirit , 
 theſaad maintenance of the faith which 
th] E was 


90 Cur1sr Myſticall, 


wis cnce dclivered unto the Saints, 
(Fude 3.) Iris not the variety of by: 
opir.ions that ſhould or can exciude 
them from having their part inthat one 
Catholick-Church,and their juſt claim 
tothe communion of 'Saints : whites 
they hold the ſolid and precious foun- 
dation, 1r is rot the hay, or ſtubble, 
(1 Cor. 3.12.) which they lay upon, 
chat can ſetthem cff from God, or his 
Church: But in the mean time, it muſt 
be granted, that they have muchtoanf ® 
{wer for to the God of peace and unity} © 
whoare ſo much addicted to-their ow 
conceits, and ſo indulgent to their own 
inrereſle, as to raiſe and maintain ney 
Dc&rin:s, and to ſet up new Sedtsir 
the Church of Chriſt , varying from 
the common and received truths ; li 
bougge to draw Diſciplcs after then 
roikfgreat diſtraction of ſouls, and be 
ſcandalt of Chriſtianity : With which 
ſorr ofgliſferbers, I muſt needs ſay,thi th 
age imSWhich we are fallen, hath bee 
and is aboye all that have gone befor ſer 
us 
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us moſt miſerably peſtered: what good 
ſoul can be other then confounded to 
hear of, and ſee more then an hundred 
and fourſcore new (and tome of them 
dangerous and blaſphemous) opinions 
broached, and defended in one {( once 
famous and unanimous ) Church of 
Chriſt? Who can fay other, uponthe 
view of theſe wilde thoughts, then Ger- 
ſon ſaid long ſince, thar the world now 
grown old, is full of doting fancies ; if 
not rather that the world now near his 
end, raves, and talks nothing but fan- 
cies,and frenzies?howw arbitrary ſoever 
theſe ſelf-willed fanaticks may think 
it, totake to themſelves this liberty of 
thinking what they liſt, and venting 
what they think , the bleſſed Apoſtle 
hath long ſince branded them with an 
heavy ſentence ; (Rom, 16, 17.)Now [ 
beſeech you, brethren, mark them which 
cauſe diviſions and offences, contrary to 
the doctrine which you have learned , 
and avoide them, For they that are ſuch 


ford ſerve wot our Lord Feſns Ghriſt, but 


I» 


E 2 their 
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their own belly, and by good words, and 
by faire ſpeeches dece.wve the hearts of 
the ample. 

But notwithſtanding all this hide- 
ous varicty of vain and heterodoxal 
corceptionss he who is the truth of 
God, and the Bridegroome of his 
Spouſe the Church, hath ſaid,{Cazt.6, 
9.)My Dove, my undefiled is one, One, 
inthe main,eſſentiall fundamentall vc- 
ritics neceſſary to ſalvation z rhough 
diYfering in divers miſ: raiſed Corolla- 


rics, inconſcquent inferences, unne- | 


ceſſary additions, feigned traditions, 
unwarrantable praRiſes: the body is 
one, thoughthe garments differ ; yea, 
rather {for moſt of theſe) the garment 
1s one, but differs in the dre fling; hand- 
{omely and comly ſet out by one, dil- 
oviſed by another z Neither is 1t,nor c- 


ver ſhall be in the power of all the| 


fiends of hel],the proteſied make-bates 
of tie worid, ro make Gods. Church 


14 + otherthen one ; which were indeed ut- 


terly to extinguiſh, and reduce it to 
nothing, 


_—_ 
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nothing: forthe unity, and entity of 
the Church, can no more be Civide | 
then it ſe'f, It were no lefſe rhenblaCl 
phemy to faſten upon the chaſte and 


| moſt holy husband of the Churchany 


other then one Spouſe; Inthe Inſtitu- 
tion of Marriage did he not make ene 7 
jet had he the reſidue of the ſpirit, and 
wherefore one? that he might ſeik a 


godly ſeed: (Mal.2,15.) That which 


| he ordained for us, ſhall no: the holy 


God much more obſerve in his own 


| heavenly match with his Church: Here 


then one Lord, one Faith, one Bap- 
tiſme, One Baptiſme, by which we en- 


 terinto the Church, one Faith, which 


: 


we profeſle inthe Church, and one 
Lord whom we ſerve, and who is the 


tead,and husband of the Church, 
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CO tcr., 21, 


The union of Chriſtians in malter of 
affettions 


Ow much therefore doth it con- | 


cerne us, that we who are united 
in one common belect,ſhould be much 
more united in affe&tion ; that where 
there is one way, there ſhouldbe much 
mere one heart? (er. 32.39.) Thisis 


ſo juſtly ſuppoſed, thatthe Prophet| 


(Ames 3.3. ) queſtions, Caz two wall 
zogether, except they be agreed ? it we 


walk rogether in our judgements, me} 


cannot but accord in our wils : This | 


ans, and the pattern of their ſucceſſors; 
The multitude of them that beleeved 
were of one heart, and of one ſoul; (Att, 
4. 32. ) Yea, th's is the Livery which | 
our Lord and Saviour made choice of, 
whereby his meniall fervants ſhould be 
known and diſtinguiſhed z By this ſhal 
all men know that ye be my Diſciples, if 
Jt 


—_ a 
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t have love to one another :( Foh. 13. 
35+) In vain ſh:ll any man pretead :0 
a Diſcipleltip, if he do not mike it 
good by his love toall the family of 
Chriſt, Tae whole Church is the :pt- 
rizuall Temple of God ; every belee- 


| yer is a living ſtone Jaid in thoſe ſacred 


wals;what 1s our Chriſt an love but the 
morter or cement whereby theſe ſtones 
zre faſt joyned together, to muke up 
this heavenly buiding? without which 
that preciozs fabrick could not hold 
Jang together, but would be ſubje& rv 
diſ-joynting by thoſe violent tempeſts 
of oppoſition, . wherewith it is com- 
monly. beaten upon : There 1s no place 
for any looſe ſtore in Gods edifice; the 
whole Church is one cntire body, all 
the lims muſt be held. rogether by the 
ligaments of Chriſtian love; if any one 
will be ſevered, and fc to ſubſiſt of 
It {c1f, it hath loſt his place in the bo- 
dy; Thus the Apoſtle , (Zp2. 4. 15, 
16. )That we being ſincere in love may 
grow up into him. in all things, which 


E 4 15 
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#s the head, evin Chriſt , from whom 
the whole body fitly Joyned together, 
' and compaited by that wbich ever) 

Joynt ſupplyeth , according to the effe- 
auall working in the meaſure of every 
pert,maketh zncreaſe of the body, unto 
the edifying of it ſelfe-in love. 

Butin caſe there happen to be dif- 
ferences in opinion, concerning points 
not eſfſentia!l, not neceflary to (alyati- 
on, this diverſity may not breed an ali- 
enation of affection. That charity 
which can cover a multitude of fins, 
may much more cover many {mall diſ- 
ſenſions of judgement: We carnot 
hope to be all, and atall times equally 
enlightned ; at how many and great 
weakneſſes of judgement did it pleaſe 
our mercifull Say:our to connive in 
his domeſticke Diſciples ? They that 
had ſo long fate at the ſacred feet of 
him that ſpake as never man ſpake, 
were yet to ſeek of thoſe Scriptures , 
which had ſo clearly foretold his re- 
ſurre&ion 3 (Fob. 20.9.) and -= 

that 


Cun1sr Myſticall, 067 
that were at a fault for the manner of 
his kingdome; (A&s. 1. 6.) yet he that 
breaks not the bruiſed reed, nor 
quenches the ſmoaking flaxe, fal's not 
harſhly upon them for ſo foul anerror, 
and ignorance, but entertains them 
with all loving reſpeR, notas follow- 
ers only, but as friends : (Feh.15. 15.) 
And his great Apoſtle, after he had 
ſpent himſelf in his unweariable endea- 
yours upon Gods Church; and had 


ſown the ſeeds of wholeſome,and (a- 


ving doetrine cvery where, what rank 
and noyſome weeds of erroneous opi- 
nions roſe up uncer his hand, in the. 
Churches of Corinth, Galatia, Ephe- 
ſus, Coloſſe, Philippi, and Theſſalonicat 
Theſe he labours to root out, with 
much zeal, with no bitterneſſe; ſo op- 
poling the errors, as not alienating his. 
affe&ion from the Churches z Theſe, 
theſe muſt be our precedents, purſuing; 
that charge of the prime apoſtle,(1 Pet. 
3.8. ) Finally, be ye all of one mind, ha- 
ving compal[ion one of another, love as 


E 5 brethren, 
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98 Cnrrsr Myſtical, 
brethren, be pitifull,be conrteons : and 
that paſſhonate and adjuring obteſtati- 
on of the Apoſtle (Ph:/. 2, 1,2.) of the 
Gentiles, If there be any. conſolation in 
Cbriſt, if any comfort of love,tf any fol- 
lowſhip of the Spirit, if any bowels and 
mercies; Fulfill ye my joy, that ye be like 
minded, having the ſame love, being if 
one accord, of one minde, 

This is it that gives beauty, ſtrenoth, 
elory ro the Church of God upon 
carth and brings it neareſt to there- 
ſemblance of that triumphant part a- 


bove, where there is all perfection of | 


love and concord;inimitation whereof 
the Pſalmiſt ſweetly ; Behold, how good 
and joyfull a thing it is brethren to dmwtl 
together in unity! (Pſal. 133, 1.) 


= —_——— —— 


ar] | Szcr, 22» 
A complaint of diviſions, and, notwith- 
ſtanding them, an aſſertion of unity, 


O-much the more juſtly lamentablk 
r15t0 ſee the manifold and grevous 
diſtraQi: 


— 
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ditrations of the Church of Chriſt , 
both in judgement and affection. Woe 
is me, into how many thouſand pieces 
isthe ſeammlefle coat of our Saviour 
rent ? Yea, into what numberleſle a- 
romes is the precious body of Chriſt 
torn and minced ? There are more Re- 
ligions, then Nations upon earth ; and 
in cach Religion, as many diftcrent 
conceits, as men. If Saint Paul, when 
his Corinthians did but ſay, I am of 
paul, I am of Apollo, Iam of Cephas , 
could ask, Is Chrift dividea? (1 Cor.1. 
12, 13.) when there. was only an cmu - 


| larory magnifying of their own tea- 


chers, (though agreeing.and orthodox) 
what (think we) would he now ſay, it 
he ſaw hundred of Se&-maſters and 


other, all to the Truth) applauded by. 
their credulous and divided followers? 
all of them claiming Chriſt for theirs , 


would he not ask,Is Chriſt multiphed? 
Is Chriſt ſub-divided? Is:Chriſt ſhred 


#; 


Herefiarchs (ſome of them oppoſi:e to. 


and denying him to their gainſayers, 


int., || 


\” 200 CurnTsr Myiicall, 

'' jntoinfinites? O God! what is become 
of Chriſtianity ? How do evill ſpirits 
and men labour to deſtroy that Creed 
which we have always conſtantly prc- 
feſled? For, if we ſet up more Chriſts, 
where is that one? and if we give way 


|!” totheſe infinite diſtrations, where 1s 


the communion of Saints? But be not 
r00 much diſmaid, my ſon , notwith- 
ſtanding all theſe cold diſc heartnings, 
take courage to thy ſelf: He that is 
t;uth it ſelt hath ſaid, The Gates of hell 
(ball not prevail againſt his church(Mat, 
16, 18.) In ſpight of all Devils, there 
ſhall be Saints, and thoſe are, and ſhall 
be as the ſcales of the Lewiathay, whoſe 
ſtrong pieces of ſhields are his pride, ſhut 
np together as with acliſe ſeal z one is ſ0 
near to another, that no air can come be- 
twixt them, They are joyned one to 4n0- 
ther, they ſtick together, that they cau- 
. 70t be ſundred: (Fob. 41,15, 16, 17.) 
In all the main principles of Religion , 
there is an univerſall and unanimous 
conſent of all-Chriſtians, and theſe = 

they 
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they that conſtitute a Church: Thoſe 
that agree in theſe, Chriſt is pleaſed to 
admit (for matter of do&rine)as mem- 
bers of that body whereof he is the 
head : and if they admit not of each o0- 
ther as ſuch, the fault is in the unchari- 
tableneſle of the refuſers, no lefſſe then 
inthe error of the refuſed : And if any 
vain and looſe ftraglers will nceds ſe- 
yer themſelves, and wilfully chooſe ta 
00 wayes of their own ; let them know 
that the union of Chriſts Church ſhall 
conliſt entire without them this great 
Ocean will be one colle&ton of waters, 
when theſe drops are loſt in the duſt : 
In the mean time it highly concerns all 
that wiſh well to- the ſacred name of 
Chriſt, to [abony ts keep the unity of the 
ſpirit in the boxd of peace z (zph 4+ 3) 
and to renue and continue the prayer 
of the Apoſtle forall the profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity z Now the God of patience 
and conſolation, grant you tobe like. 
minded one towards another, according 
to Chriſt Feſ#s ;, That ye may with one 
| _=_ 
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' minde,and oze mouth glorifie God, ven 


the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


| | (Rom, IJ» 5, 6:) 


Sr cr. 23. 


The neceſſary effefts and fruits of this 


union of Chriſtian hearts. 


—"Arbeitfrom us to thir,k this uni- 
on of the hearts of Gods Saints u- 


pon carth can be idle and ineffectuall z; 


but where ever it is, it puts forth ir ſeit 
in a like-affetedneſle of diſpoſition, 
into an improvement of gifts into a 
communication of outward bleſſings, 
to the benefit of that happy conſocia- 
tion. 


We cannot be ſingle in our affeRi- 


ons, if we be lims of a Chriſtian com- 
munity s What member of the body 
can complain, ſo as- the reſt (hall not 


feelit ? Even the head and heart are|- 
in pain, when ajovnt of rhe leaſt toe | 


ſuffers ; no Chuſtian can be afflicted 
| __ alon 
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Jonez Iris not Saint Pauls caſe only ; 


Who ts weak, and I am not weak ? who- 


s offended, and I burn not? (2:Cor.11, 


29.) Our ſhoulders-are not our own, . 
we muſt beare one anothers burdens :- 


(Gal, 6, 2.) There isa better kinde of 
ſpirituall good fellowſhip in all the 
Saints of God : They hate a propriety: 
of paſſions, Rejoyce with thens that re- 
jojce, and weep with them that weep, 
(Rows. 12+ 15+) Their affeRions are 
not more communicative then their 
gifts-and graces; thole, as they arc be- 
ſtowed with an intuition of the comon 
good, ſothey are improvided; Where- 
tore hath this-man quickneſle of wit; 
that man depth of judgement;this, hear 
of zeal, that,power of elocution this, 
$kill, thar,experience ; this, authority, 
that, ſtrength.3 but that all ſhould be 
laid together for the- raiſing of the 
common:ſtocke? How rich therefore is 


* every Chriſtian ſoul, that is _— 


furniſhed with its own graces, bur har 
a ſpeciall. intereſt in all the. exccllenc 
gitts 


if 
f 
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|. oiftsofall the moſt eminent ſervants 
|, of God through the whole world ? 
/\ Surely he cannot be poor, whiles there 
1s any ſpirituall wealth in the Church 
of God upon earth, 

Neither are or can theſe gifts be in 
the danger of concealment , they are 
ſi]] put forta for the publick advyan- 
tage: Astherefore no true Chriſtian 
is his own man; ſohe freely layes out 


himſelf, by example, by acmonition, 


by exhortation, by conſolation. by 
prayer, for the univerſall benefit of all 
his fellow members ; By cxample 
which is not a little winning and pre- 
valent; Let your light ſo ſhine before 


zen, that they may ſee yorr good workes, 


axd glorifie your Father which is in hea- 
ven, {aith our Saviour in his Sermon 
upon the Mounts (Mat. 5. 16.) and 
his great Apoſtle ſeconds his charge to 
his Philippians, (Phil.2.15, 16.) That 
ye may be blameleſſe and harmele(ſe, the 
Sons of God without rebuke in the midit 
of 4 creoked,and perverſe nation,among 
=: whors 
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whom ye ſhine as lights in the world, 
holding forth the word of life ;, Lo,the 
world fits in darkneſſe, and either ſtirs 
not or moves with danger z good ex- 
ample is a light to their feer, which 
direts them to walk in the wayes of 
God, without erring, without ſtum- 
bling : ſo as the good mans ations 
are ſo many copies for novices to take 
cut; no lefſe inſtructive then the wt- 
{| mens precepts. By admonitionzthe 
ſinner is in danger of drowning z Sea- 
ſonable admonition is an hand reacht 
out, that layes hold on him now ſin- 
king, and drawes him up tothe ſhore. 
The finner is already in the fire, ſea- 
ſonable admonition ſnatches him out 
from the everlaſting burnings, (Fude. 
v. 23.) The charitable Chriſtian may 
not forbear this ( oft times thankleſle, 
but) alwayes neceflary and profitable 
duty : Thos ſhalt net hate thy brother in 
thy beart , thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke 
thy neighbour, and not ſuffer ſin upon 


him. (Lev. 19.17.) 
By 
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' ſhannim;Reproach hath broken my heart, 


1p 
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By exhortation ; The fire of God; 
Sp'rit within us, is ſubje& to many 
damps, and dangers of quenchinz, 
ſeaſonable exhortation blowes it up, 
and quickens thoſe ſparkes of goud 
motions to a perfe flame; Even the 
beſt of us lies open toa certain dead- 
neſle and obdureneſle of heart, ſeaſo- 
nable exhortation ſhakes off this peril], 
and keeps the heart in an holy tender- 
nefle; and whether awfull, or chearfull 
diſpoſition 5 Exhert one another dayly, 
whiles it is called, to day, leſt any of you 
be hardened throneh the deceitfulneſſt 
of ſin. (Heb. 3.13) 

By conſolation , We are all natural 
ly ſubje& to droop under the preſſure 
of aflitions; ſeaſonable comforts lift, 
and ſtay usup: Itisaſad complaint 
that the Church makes in-the Z«- 
mentations;{ Lament. 1,21.) They bave 
heard that I ſighs there is none to come 

fort me, and David, ( Pſal, 69.20.) ſets. 
the ſame mournfull ditry upon his Sho- 


ana 
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ind I atm fall of heavine(ſe;aud T looked 
for ſome to take pity,and there was none, 


5 | ind for comforters, but I found none. 


Wherefore hath God given to men 
the tongue of the learned , but thar 
they might know to ſpeake a word in 
ſcaſon to him that is weary? (Eſa, 50, 
1.) Tha tthey may ſlrewgthen the weake 
hands, and confirm the feeble knees; and 
ſay to them that are of a fearfult heart, 
Be ſtrong, fear not. (Eſa. 35.3.) The 
charge rhat our Saviour gives to Pe- 
ter, (Luk, 22. 32.) holds univerſally ; 
Thou when thou art converted, ſtreng« 
then thy brethren. 

By prayer: fo as each member of 
Chriſts Church ſues for all; neither 
can any one be ſhut out-from partaking 
the benefit of the devotions of all Gods 
Sants-upon carth: There is certain 
ſpirituall rraffique of piety: betwixt 
all Gods children, wherein they ex- 
change prayers with each other ; not 
regarding number, ſo much as weight: 
Am1 weak in ſpirit, and faint in my 
(uppli- 
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ſupplications 2 I have no leſſe ſharein 
the moſt fervent prayers of the holi- 
eſt ſuppliants, then in my own , All 
the vigour that is in the moſt ardent 
hearts ſupplies my detects ; while 
there 1s life in their faithfull devotions 
I cannot goc away unbleſſcd, 

Laſtly, where there is a communion 
of inward graces, ard ſpirituall ſeri 
ces , there muſt needs be much more 
a communication of outward , and 
temporall good things as juſt occaſion 
requireth z Away with thoſe dotage 
of Platonicall, or . Anabaptiiticall com- 
munirtes 3 Let proprictics be, as they 
ought, conſtantly fixed where the 
lawes, and civill right have placed 
them ; But let the uſe of theſe outward 
bleſſings be managed, and command. 
ed by the necefſities of our brethren; 
Withhold wot thy googs from the owners 
thereof, whew it is in the power of thy 
hand to doit: Say not unto thy neigh- 
bour, Go,and come again to morrow, and 
I will give it, when thoy haſt it by thee, 
| | Pr 0V, 


, 
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(prov. 3. 27, 28.) Theſe temporall 
things were given us not to engrofle, 
1nd hoard up ſuperfluouſly, but to dil- 
nbute and diſpenſe z As we therefore 
hve opportunity, let us do good ante all 
nen,eſpecially them who are of the houſ- 
hld of faith. (Gal. 6. 10.) 

Such then is the union of Gods 
children here on earth, both in matter 
ofjudgement, and affeRtion; and the 
beneficiall improvement of that af- 
{ion, whether in ſpirituall gifts, or 
2d offices, or communicating of our 
arthly ſubſtance ; where the heart is 
one,none of theſe can be wanting, and 
where they all are, there is an happy 
communion of Saints. 


|. ——_ 


S x C 1.24, 


The union of the Saints on earth with 
thoſe in heaven, 


S there isa perfe&t union be- 
twixt the glorions Saints 1n hea- 
Ven 


110 Cur1sr Myſticall, 
ven; and aunion (though impertcQ) 
berwixt the Saints on earth: So there 
is an union parily perfe&, and partly 
imperfe&, between the Saints in hex 
ven, and the Saints below upon earth: 
perfe& in reſpe& of thole glorified 
Saints above z imperfeR,in reſpeof 
the weak returnes we are able to make 
to them again. Let no man think that 
becauſe thoſe bleſſed ſouls are out of 
ſight far diſtant in another world, and 
we are here toyling ina vale of teare,, 
we have therefore loſt all mutuall re- 
gardto each other : no, there is ſtill, 
and ever will be a ſecret, but unfailing 
correſpondence between heaven and 
carth. The preſent happineſle of thol 
heavenly Citizens cannot have abatel 
ought of their knowledge, and charity, 
but muſt needs have raiſed themtoan 
higher pitch of both : They therefore, 
who arc now glorious comprehenſors, 
cannot bur in a generality, retain the 
notice of the ſad condition of us poot 


travellers here below, panting towards 
our 
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our reſt rogether with them, and in 
common, wiſh for the happy con- 
ſummation of this our weary pllgri- 


*|mage, in the fruition of their glory; 
'| That they have any perſpe&tive where- 


by they can ſee down into our particu- 
lar wants, is that which we finde no 
Zround to beleeve: itis enough that 
they have an univerſal apprehenſion of 
the eſtate of Chriſts warfaring Church- 
upon the face of the earthz(Rev.6.10.) 
& fellow- members of the ſame myſti- 


*| call body, long for a perfe& glorifica- 


ton ofthe whole. 

As for us wretched pilgrims, that 
are yet left here below to tug with ma- 
ny difficulties, we cannot forger that 
better half of us that is now triumph- 
nginglory ; O ye bleſſed Saints a- 
dove, we honour your memories ſo far 
as we ought; we do with praiſe recount 
your vertues, we magnifie your victo= 
res, we bleſſe God for your happy ex- 
emption from the miſery of this world, 
and for your cſtating in thar bleſſed 
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immortality; We imitate your holy | e 
examples, we long and pray for an hap-| 4h 
py conſoctation with you; we dare not| ti 
raiſe Temples, dedicate Altars, dire&| 5; 
prayers to you; we dare not finally,of- | 4k 
ter any thing to you which you are un- | þ1 
willing to. receive, nor put any thing | tþ 
upon you, which you would diſclaims | 
prejudiciall ro your Creator, and Re- | 4 
deemer. It is abundant comfort to us, | 4} 
that ſome part of usis in the fruition | x 
of that glory ; whereto we (the other | ql 
poor labouring part) defire, and ſtrive | y 
to aſpire : that our head and ſhoul- | q 
ders are above water, whiles the other | 
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earth, and ſalvation in heaven; unglue 


thy ſelf from the world and the vani- 
tics of itz put thy ſelf upon thy Lo d & 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt z Leave nottill 
thou findeſt thy ſelf firmly uniced to 


him; ſo as thou art become a limb of 
that body whereof he is head, a Spouſe 
of that husband, a branch of that ſtem, 
a ſtone laid upon that foundation; louk 


therefore for any blefling out of him , 


and in,and by, and from him look for 


all bleſſings, Ler him bethy life, and 


wiſhnot to live longer then thou art 


quickned by him ; finde him thy wile- 
dom, righteouſneſle, ſanctification,rc- 


dewption; hy riches, thy ſtrength, 
thyglory : Apply unto 'thy ſciteall 
Wouldſt thou havethe gra- ,,, 
ces of Gods Spirit? &etch je. cm. 8.4: 
them from his anointing , 9bu 4- 


Wouldſt thou have power *" 


againſt ſpirituall enemies?ferch it fiom 
his Soveraignty z Wouldſt thou have 


wdcmprion? fetch it from his paſſion, . 
Woulgſt | 


Fe: E 
: - 


that thy Saviour / is or bath done; 


CET <4 lA. 4 -_ 
- 


a— _ « 
r__ 
—_ '” — = POP”, Eo _ztr 


Ms. AA as Mes 


— ——— - = - : 2 
lean ads cc 4 ea Ede Eo. La SIE” 
- 


—_—”—— _ eo - —_— ++ cn ”"_ - - —_— — _ A — 
CW” - vu V A 4  ” 
Me: __ a "Res. many - . — ons *_— 
= _ =_ - > ID ” 4 
4 "= E a —_ 
ol > ” _ %, 7 £25 ow _ — — 
- _ — — - _- - 
a >= *_— £{ wo__ a. 7 J oy >. Lt A - _ 
. cw —_— - - _ - 
4 by ——_— —  — m_— -- 
| = : _=— Im <> - w_ +" - — = — — _ : 
_ -—” =? _ _ _ gy—_ 
- 


> 


— SI 
— 4 


= —_ — 
= —_— 


— 


114 Curisr Myſtical, 

Woruldſt thou have abſolution ? fetch 
i: fre m his perfect innocence; Freedom 
fi om the curſe?ferch it from his croſſe? 
Satisf-&tion? fetch it from his ſacrifice; 
Cleanſing from iin 9 fetch it from his 
bloud ; Mortification ? fetch it from 
his grave z Newnefle of life fetchit 
from his reſurreion z as. 6 to hea 
ven? ferch it from his purchaſe; Audi 
dience in all thy ſuits © fetch it from hi 
interccſon; Would(t thou have ſalvs 
tion? fetchit from his ſeſſion at the 
rigtt hand of Majzſty : Wouldſt thou 
have all? fetch it from him whois ont 
Lord, oxeGodand Father of all, whos 
above all, through all, and in all ( Eph, 
4. 5, 6.) And as thy taith (hall thus in 
tereſſe thee in Chriſt thy head : ſole 
thy charity unite thee to his body: the 
Church,both in carth,and heaven;hold 
everan inviolable communion with 


that holy and bleſſed fraternity, Sever | 


not thy ſe!f from it either in judgement 


or affeQion; Make account there is not 


one of Gods Saints upon carth, . but 
; hath 


#.þ 
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hatha propricty in thee : and thou 
mayſt challenge the ſame in each of 
them : fo as thou canſt not but be ſen- 
ible of their paſſions : and be freely 
communicative of all thy graces, and 
all ſerviceable offices, by cxamplc,ad- 
monition, exhortation, conſolation , 
prayer, beneficence, for the good of 
that ſacred community. | 
And when thou raiſcſt up thine eyes 
to heaven, think of that glorious (oci- 
ety of bleſled Saints, who are gone be- 
fore thee, and are now there triumph- 
ng,and reigning in cternall and incom- 
prehenſible glory; bleſs God for them, 
and wiſh thy ſelfe with them, tread in 
their holy ſteps, and be ambitious of 


that crown of glory and immortality 


which thou ſeeft ſhining on their heads. 
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Tine Contents. 


"A He love of Chriſt, how paſſing know- 

ledge;how free;of us; before we were. 
2. How free; of usthat had made our ſelves 
vile and miſerable. 


. 3. How yet freezof us that were profeſſed ene« 


mies. 


. 4+ The wonderfull effe&rof the love of Chriſt; 


1+» His Incarnation. 


5. 2. His love in his ſufferings. 
. 6. 3. His love in what hehath done for ws; and 


I, in preparing heaven for us from-eternity. 


. 7. His love in our redemption from death, and 


hell. 

8. Hi love in giving ws the guard of his An- 
gels. 

9. His love in giving us his holy Spirit, 


. 10. Our enſe and improvement of Chriſts love 


in all the former particulars; and firſt in re- 
ſpect of the inequality of our perſens. 

11.. A further improvement of our love to Chrif 
inreſped of our unworthineſſe, and of bi ſuf- 
ferings and glory prepared for us. 


. 12. The improvement of our love to Chriſt fir 


the mercy of his deliverance,of the tuition of 
his Argels,of the powerful working 6f bis good 
Spirit for the accompliſhment of our ſalvation. 
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4 Patheticall Meditation of the love 
of CHRIST. 


SB Cre Is 
The love of Chriſt how paſſing know-. 
ledge, how frees of ts before we were. 


$9 Hat is it, O bleſſed Apoſtle, 
WAYA w hat is it, for which thou dot 

>$@ 10 carneſtly bow thy knees (in 
the behalf of thine Epheſians) unto the 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt? Even 
this, that they may know the love of 
Chriſt, which paſſeth know!edge... 
(Eph, 3. 14. 19.) Give melcave firit 
wa F 4 to 
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ro wcnder at thy ſuit, and then, much 
more, at whatthou ſucſt for: Were 
thine aff. ions raiſed ſo high to thine 
Epheſians, that thou ſhouldlt crave for 
them :mpoſſible favours? Did thy love 
ſo far over-ſhoot thy reaſon,as to pray 
they might attain to the knowledge of 
that which cannot be krown? Ir 15 the 
love of Chriſt which thou wiſheſt they 
may know, and it is that loye which 
thou ſayeſtis paſt all knowledgezwhat 
thall we ſay tothis? Is it for that there 
may be holy ambitions of thoſe 
hcights of grace, which we can never 
hope actually to atrain? Oris it,rather, 
that thou ſuppoſeſt, and prayeſt they 
may reach to the knowledge of that 
love, the meaſure whereof they could 
never aſpire. to know : Surely, ſo it 1s, 
O bleſſed Jeſus that thou haſt loved 
us, we know; but, how-much thou haſt 
loved us, is paſt the comprehenſion of 
Ange'!s: Thoſe glorious ſpirits,as they 
dclire 0 look into the deep myſtery of 
cur redemption, ſo:they wonder to be- 


hold, | * 
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hold that divine love. whereby: it is 
wrought, but they can-no more reach 
to the bottoni of it, then they can at- 


fe& to be infinite, For ſurcly , n> leſte 
then am endleſs line can ferve to fadom 


a bottome'eſſe depth:Such O Saviour, 
isthe abyſle of thy love to miſerabl= 
man: Alas,what.do we-poore, wretcih- 
ed d:iſt of the carth go about to mea- 
ſure it by the ſpans, and inches of our 
ſhallow thoughts?Far, far,be ſuch pre- 


ſumption from usz Onely admit 1is,Q - 


bleſled Lord, tolook at,to admire,and 
adore that which we give up for in- 
comprehenſible z Whar ſhall we then 
ay ro this love, Oh cear jeſu,both as 
thine, and as caſt upon us? All carth'y 
love ſuppoleth ſome kind of equality, 
(or proportion at leaſt) b2rwixt the 


Rrſon that loves, and is lovedg Here 1s - 


none at all z ſo as (which is paſt won- 
der)extreams meet withouta mean : 


For, lo,thou, who art the eternall and 
;bſolute Bing, God bl«fſed for cyer:, . 
lovedſt me that had. no being ar all ; - 
F.; thou. 
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thou lovesſt me both when I was nor; 
and could..never have been, but by 
thee : It was from thy love that I had 
ary being at all:much more that when 
thou hadſt given mea being, thou 
ſhouldſt follow me with ſucceeding 
metrcies? who but thou (who art inft- 
rite in goodnefle) would love that 
which is not? Our poor fenſuall loys 
is drawn from us by the ſight of a face, 
or a picture; neither is eyer raiſed but 
upon ſome pleaſing motive : thou 
wouldſt make that which thou would(t 
love,and wouldſt love that which thou 
hadſt made; O God, was there ever 
love ſo free,ſo gracious,as this ofthine? 
whocan be capable to-love us but men 
or Angels: Men love us, becauſe they 
ſee ſomerhing in us which they think 
amiable; Angels love us, becauſe thou 
doft ſo: But why:doſt thou (O bleſſed 
Lord)love us,but becauſe thou would 
eſt? There can be no cauſe of thy will 
which is tlc cauſe of all things z Even, 
ig.Lord, ſince this love didriſe only 


S_ - - 
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from tnce , Jet the praiſc an. glory of 
itrcſt onely inthee. 


— CO es et. 
—— 
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Or cr. 2, 


How free; of us that had mage our 
ſelves vile and m;ſerable. 


Et more, Lord: we had 1-ſt our 
'Þ ſelves before we were, and ha- 
ying forfeited what we ſhould be, had 
made our ſelves perfetly miſerable z 
even when we were worle then no-+ 
thing, thou wouldſt love us; was there 
ever any eye enamoured of deformi- 
ty? Can there be any. bodily deformi- 


ty comparable rothat of ſin;yer, Lord, 


when fin had made us abominably 
loathſome,didſt*thou caſt thy love up» 
on us: A. little ſcurfe of leprofie, or 


ſome few naſty ſpots of mo»phew, or, 
but, ſome unſayory ſent ſets us-off, and: 


turnes our love into-deteſtation: 


But for thee, (O- God) whenwe: 


were become as torl, andug'y as fin: 


coud. 
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could make us, even then was thy love. 


inflamed towards us ; Even when we 
were weltring mour bloud,thou laid(t, 
Live, and waſhedſt, and.anointedit us, 
and cloathedit-us with a broidered 
work, and deckedſt us with orna- 
ments, and graciouſly eſpoutedſt ug 


tothy ſel, and receivedſt us into thine 


own boſome : Lord, what is man that 
thou art thus mindfull of him, and the 


{on of man that thou thus viſiteſt him? 


oh-what are we incompariſon of thine 
or.ce-glorious Angells? They ſinned 
and fell, neverto berecoyered ; never 


tobe looled from thoſe . eveilaſting 


chains, wherein they are-reſerved to 


the judgement of the great. day: 


W hencens it-then, O Saviour, whence 
15 it that thou haſt ſhur up thy mercy. 
from thoſe thy more excellent crea- 
tures, & haſt extendeditr to us, vile fin- 


ful duſwhence?burt that thou wouldſt: 


love man, becauſe thou wouldite Alas, 
ir is diſcouragement enough to our 


teeble frier.dihip, that he ro whom we' | 


wiſht 
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wiſhe well, is miſerable: Ourſove doth 
gladly atrend upon,and enjoy his pro- 
ſperity 5 but when his cſtate is utterly 
ſunk, and his perſon expoſcd to con- 
tempt and ignominy, yea, to torture 
and death; who is there that will then 
put forth himſelf to own a forlorn,and 
periſhing friend?but for thee,O bleſſed 
ſeſu, ſo ardent was thy love to us,that 


itwas-not in the power of our extream 


miſery roabate itz yea ſo, as thatthe 
deplorednefle of our condition did bur 
heig hren that holy flame ; W hat ſpeak 
I of ſhame or ſufferiogs? Hell it ſclfe 
could not keep thee offfrom us; Even 
trom- that pit of eternall perdition 
didſt thou fetch our condemned ſouls, 
and haſt contrarily vouchſated to put 
us x a ſtate of everlaſting bleſſed- 
nefſe, 
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$2 Ct 


How yet frees, of ws-that were profeſied 


enemies, * 


== common diſpoſition of men 
pretends to a kinde of juſtice in 
giving men their own.z. ſo as they will 
repay love forlovez and thinke thcy 
may for hatred reiurn enmity : nature 
it ſelf then teacheth us to !ove our 
friends, it is onely grace that can love 
ancnemy : But, as of injuries, fo of 
enmitics. thereupon grounded, thee 
arecertain degrees ; ſome are light 
and trivial], ſome main and capital}; 


If a matt do but ſcratch my face, or- 


give ſome light daſh to my fame, it 1s 
nagreat Maſtery upon ſubmiſſion to 
receive {ſuch an offender to favour; but 
if he have endeavourcd to ruine my e- 
ſtare, to wound my reputation, to cut 
my throat, rot onely to pardon this 

; man, but to hug him in my arms, r0 
lodge him in my boſome as my entire 
fricnd 


| 


men} 
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friend, this would be no other then an 
high improvement of my charity. O 
Lord Jeſu, what was I but the worſt 
of enemies, when thou vouchſafedſt 
toembrace me with thy loving mer- 
cy; how had I ſhamefully rebelled a- 
gainſt thee, and yeelded up all my 
members as inſtruments ofunrighte- 
ouſneſle unto ſin? how had I crucified 
thee the Lord of life £ how had I done 
little other then trod under foot 
the bleſſed Son of God, and counted 
the bloud ofthe Covenant an unholy 
thing?how had I in ſome ſort done de- 


ſight untothe ſpirit of grace?yet even: 


en, in deſpight of all my moſt odi- 
ous: unworthineſſe,. didſt thou ſpread 
abroad thine arms to recelye me, yea, 
thou openedſt thine heart.to let me in: 


© love paſſing not knowledge only , 


but wonder alſo ! O' mercy, not inci» 
dent into any thing lcflethen infinite 
nor,by anything leſs, comprehenſible, 
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\ 


Se cr. 4. 2 


The wonderfull effeits of the love © 
Chriſt : His Incarnation, 


TY Ut, oh dear Lord, when from the 
obje& of thy mercy, I caſt mine 
eyes upon the effects and improve- 
ment of thy ctvine favours; and ſec 
what thy love hath drawn from thee 
towards: the ſons of men, how am 1 
lol a- juſt amazement? Tr is that 
which 
of the higheſt heavens, from the bo- 
ſome of thine eternall Father to this 
lower world, the re$ton of forroiy and 
death: Ir is that. which (to the wonder 
of Angels) cloathed - thee with this 
fleſh of ours, and brought thee (who 
thoughtſt it no robery to be equal w.th 
God)to an eſtate lower then thine own 
creatures, Oh mercy tranſcending the 
admiration of all the glorious ſpi:irs of 
heaven, that God would be incarnue! 


Sucly, that all thole celeſtial powers 


| ſhould-- 


Fetcht rhee down from the glory. 
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ſhould be redaRed to either worms, 
or nothing ; that all this good!y frame 
of creation ſhould run. back: into its 
firſt confuſton, or be reduced-ro one 
ſingle atome z it is.not ſo high a won- 
der, as for God to become man; tho'e 
changes ( though the higheſt nature 
is capable of ) are yet bur of things 
finitez this is of an infinite ſubject , 
with which the moſt excellent of finite 
things can, hold no proportion;Gh the 
oreat myltery of godlineſſe; God ma- 


| nifeſted in the fleſh,and ſeen of angels! 
| Thoſe heavenly ſpirits had ever ſince 


they were made, ſcen his moſt glori- 
rious Deity, and adored him as their 
omnipotent Creator z but to ſee that 
' God of ſpirits inveſted with fleſh,was . 
ſuch a wonder, as hag been enough (if 
their nature could have been capable 
of it) to have aſtaniſhed, even glory it 
ſelf ; And whether to ſee him that was. 
| their God ſo humbled below them- 
{(clyes, or to {ce humanity thus advan- 
cedaboye themſelves, were the great- 
ha: cr 
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er wonder to them, they only krow: 
It was your fooliſh miſpriſion, O ye 
1pnorant Lyſirians, that you took the 
ſervants for the Maſter; here only isit 
verified (which you ſuppoſed ) that 
Godis come downtous in the like- 
nefle of man; and as man converſed 
with men: whata diſparagement dy 
we think it was for the great Monarch 
of Babylon, for ſeven ycares together, 
aS a beaſt to conyerſe with the beaſts 
of the field 2 Yet alas, beaſts and men 
are fc]'ow creatures; made of one earth 
drawing in the ſame ayre, returning 
(for their bodily part)to the ſame duſt; 
ſ{ymbolizing in many qualities; and in 
ome, mutually tranſcending each 0- 
thers: ſo as here may ſeem to be ſome 
terms of a tolerable proportion ,' {ith 
many men are in diſpolition too 1:ke 


unto beaſts,and ſome beaſts are in out- 


ward ſhape ſomewhat like unto men: 
but for him that was,and 1s, God bleſl- 
ed for ever,eternall, infinite, incompre- 
henſible,to put on fleſh, and become a 

| man 
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man amoneſt men,was to ſtoop below 
al poſſible diſparities that heaven and 
earth can afford;Oh Saviour.the lower 
thine abaſement was for us,the higher 


wasthe pitch ofthy divine love to us. 


— 


SECT. 5. 
Hu love in his ſufferings. 


Et inthis our humane condition 

there are degrees; One rules and 
plitters in all earthly glory z another 
lits deſpiſed in the duſt; one paſſes the 
time of his life in much jolity and plea- 
ſure 5 another” wears out his dayes in 
ſorrow and diſcontentment , Blefled 
Jelu, ſince thou wouldſt be a man, 
why wouldſt thou not be the King of 
men? fince thou wouldſt come down 
to ourearth, why wouldſt thou not en- 
joy the beſt entertainment that the 
earth could yceld thee? Yea,fince thou 
who art the eternall Son of God, 


wouldſt be the ſon of man, why didſt 
thou 
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of the boſome. of thy- Church ; thee , 
-: who 
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thou not appear ina ſtate like to the 
King of heaven,attended w.th rhe gl. 
rious rezinue oi bieiked Angels?-O yet 
greater-wonder of mercies; The ſam: 
infinite love that-bronght thee down 
ro the form of man, would alſo bring 


thee down, being man, to the form of 


a ſervant. So didſt thou love man, that 
thou wouldſttake part with him of his 
miſcry, that he might take part with 


thee of thy bleſſedneſſe : thou wouldſt 


be poor to enrich us, thou wouldfſt b: 

burdened for our caſe,tempted for out 

victory, deſpiſed for onr glory. 
With what lefle then raviſhment of 


ſpirit can I behold thee, who wert 


rom everlaſting cloathed with glory 
and Majcſty, wrapped in-wrags : thee, 


who filleſt heaven andearth with the 


majeſty of thy glory,cradled ina man- 
ger; thee, whoart the God of power, 


flceing in thy mothers -arms from the: 
rage of a weak man, thee, who artthe. 


God of Iſrael, driven to be nurſed out 


\ 


of the love of Chriſt, 123 
who madcſt the heaven of heavens, 


- | bufily working in the homely trade of 


foſter father; thee who commandedſt 


: [the Devils to their chains, tranſported 


ind rempred by thar foul ſpirit; thee, 
who art God all-ſufficient, expoſed to 


| bunger,thirſt, wearineſle,danger, con- 


cempr, poverty, revilings, {courgings, 
erlccutions thee, who art the juſt 
ſudge of all the world , accuſed and 


-| condemned; thee, who art the Lord of 


life, dying uponrthe tree of ſhame and 
curſe; thee, whoart the eternall Son of 
God, ſtrugling with thy Fathers 
wrath; thee, who hadſt ſaid, I and my 


| Father' are one, ſweating drops-of 


bloud in thine agony, and crying out 
onthe Croſſe, My God, my God, why 


| haſt thou forſaken me? thee, who haſt 


the keyes of hell; and of death, lying 
aled up in another mans:grave : Oh 


he: |aviour, whither hath thy love to 
|mankinde carryed thee? what fighs , 


and groans, and tears and bloud, haſt 
tou ſpent upon us wretched men?how 
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134 A patheticall Meditation 
dear a price haſt thou paid for our ran- 
ſome? What raptures of ſpirit can he 
ſufficient for the admiration of thy { 
infinite mercy?Be thou ſwallowed up, 
O. my ſoule, in this depth of divine 
love; and hate to ſpend thy thoughts 
any more upon the baſe objeRs of this 
wretched world, when thou haſt ſuch 
a Saviour to take them up. 


_—_— 


$nCr, 6, 
His love in preparing heaven for us, 


Bi O bleſſed Jeſu, if from what 
thou haſt ſuffered for me, I ſhall 
caſt mine eyes upon what thou haſl 
done for my ſoulc, how is my heart di- 
vided betwixt the wonders of both; 
and may as ſoon tell how great either 
of them is, as whether of them is the 
reateſt .It is in thee that I was cleQed 
rom all eternity z and ordained to1 
glorious inheritance before there was 
a world: we are wont(O God)to mat- 


yell 
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yell at, and bleſſe thy provident bene- 
ficence to the firſt man, that before 
thou wouldſt bring him forth into the 
world,thou werrt pleaſed to furniſh ſuch 
world for him,ſo goodly an houſe 0- 
yer his head, ſo pleaſant a Paradiſe un- 


der his feet, fuch variety of creatures 


round about him for his ſubjeRion, 8: 
attendance ; But how ſhould I magni- 
fe thy mercy, who before that man , 
or that world had any being, haſt ſo 
far loved me as to pre-ordain meto a 
place of bleſſedneſle in that heaven 
which ſhould be, and to make me a c0- 
heir with my Chriſt of thy glory: And 
oh, what an heaven is this thatthou 
haſt laid out for me; how reſplendent, 


{- | how tranſcendently glorious?even that 


lower Paradiſe which thou provided(t 
for the harbour of innocence and ho- 
knefſe, was full of admirable beauty, 
pleaſure, magnificence, but if it be 
compared with this Paradiſe above , 
wich thou haſt prepared for the ever- 
lſtirg entertainment of reſtored ſouls, 


how * 
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126 Apatheticall Meditation 
how mean and beggerly-it was# Oh 
match too unequall, of the beſt peece 
of carth, with the higheſt ſtate of the 
heaven of heavens. Inthe earthly Pz. 
radiſe I finde thine Angels, the Che- 


rubims but it was to keep man off 
'from that -Garden of Delight, and 


from the tree of life inthe midft of it; 


-but in this heavenly one I finde milli 


ons of thy Cherubim, and Seraphim 


recjoycing at mans hleſſedneſſe , and 


welcomming the glorified ſouls to 
their heaven : "There I'finde but the 


ſhadow of that, whereof the ſubſtance 


1s herez There we were ſo poſleſſedot 


life, that 28 we might forfeit itz here 


iS life without all poſſibility of death: 
Tcmptation could finde acceſs thither, 
here is nothing but” a free and com- 


-plcat fruition of bleſledneſſe : There 


were delights fit for carthly bodies; 
here is glory more then can be enjoy- 
cd of bleſſed ſouls : That was watered 


with four ſtreams, muddy , and-impe- 
euous; in this is the pure river of the|| 


water 


'Oh 
cect 


f the 
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water Of lite, clear as Cryſtall, pro- 
ceeding our of the throne of God, and 
of the Lamb : There I finde thee one- 


«| ly walking inthe cool of the day ; here 


manifeſting thy Majeſty continually : 
There I ſce onely a moſt pleaſant Or- 
chard, ſet with all manner of varieties 


; | of flouriſhing and fruittull plaars; here 
- | Ifinde alſo the City of God infinitely 


ich, and magnificent ; the building of 
the wall of it, of Jaſper ; and the Ciry 
Itſelf pure gold, like unto clear glaſle; 
and the foundations of the wall gar- 
niſhed with all manner of precious 
ſtones: All that I can here attain to ſee, 
sthe pavement of thy celeſtiall habi- 


: [tation: and, Lord, how glorious it is z 


tow beſpangled with glittering ſtars z 


- [for number,tor magnitude cqually ad- 


mirable 2 What is the tcaſt of them , 


; [bur a world of light ? and what are all 


of them, but a confluence -of ſo many 
thouſand worlds of beauty and bright- 
nele mer in one firmameac <2 ' Andit 
this floor of thine heavenly Puloce be 

thus 
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1].us richly ſer forth, oh, how infinite 
eloty ard magnificence muſt there 


needs be within? Thy choſen Veſlell, 


that had the priviledge to be caught 
vp thithcr, and to ſee that divine ſtate 
(whether with bodily,or mentall eyes) 
can expreſle ir no otherwiſe, then that 
ir cannct poſſibly be expreſſed : No, 
Lord, it were not infinite it it could be 
uttered ; Thoughts go beyond words; 
yet even theſe come far ſhort alſo : He 
that ſaw it, ſayes; Eye hath not ſecn, 
nor ear heard, neither have entied into 
the heart of man, the things which 
God hath pr: pared for them that loye 
l11m. 


—_ — T— —— EL 


SnCr 7% 


His love in our redemption from death 
and bell. 


Er is thy love, O Saviour, (0| 


' much gmorero be magnified of 
rae, in this purchaſed glory ; whenl 
calt down nſine eyes , and look inco 
that 
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that horr'ble gult of tormenr,and erer- 
nal! death, whence thou haſt reſcued 
my poor ſoul: Even ort of the gre1- 
teſt conteatment which this world is 
capable to afford unto mankinde, to 
be preferred ro the joyes of keaven, is 
an unconcetvable advantage; but from 
the depth of miſery to be raiſed up un- 
to the higheſt pitch of felicity, addes 
ſo much more tothe blefling, as the c- 
vill from which we are delivered is 
more intolerable : Oh blefled Jeſu, 
what an hell is this out of which thou 
haſt freed me? what dreadfull horror 
is here? what darkneſſe ? what confu- 
ton? what anguith of ſouls thac would, 
and cannot die? what howling, and 
yelling, and ſhrickirg, and gnathing ? 
what everlaſting burnings? what never 
laking tortures? what mercileſle fury 
of unweariable tormentors ? what ut- 


ter deſpair of any poſlibility of re- 


leaſe? what exquiſiteneſle, what inf- 


nitencfle of pains that cannort,yet muſt 
be endured 7 Oh God, it the im W's 
G 2 dift-lea- 
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diſpleaſure of weak men have deviſed 
- ſo lubtile engins of revenge upon their 
fcllow-mortals, for bur petty offences; 
how can we but think thine infinite 
juſtice and wiſdome muſt have ordain- 
ed ſuch forms and wayes of puniſh- 
ment tor hainous fins done againſt 
thee, as may be an{werable tothe vio- 
lation of thy divine Majeſty?oh there- 
fore the moſt fearfull and deplored 
condition of damned ſpirits , never to 
be ended,never tobe abated;Oh thoſe 
unquenchable flames ; Oh that burn- 
ing Tophet, deep and large; and thoſe 
ſtreams of brimſtone wherewith it is 
kindled; Oh that worm ever gnawing 
and tearing the heart, never dying,ne- 
ver fated : Ohever-living death, oh c- 
ver renuing torments; oh never pitied, 
never intermitted damnation ; From 
hence O Saviour, from hence it is that 
thou haſt fetchr up my condemned 
ſe.ul; This is the place, this is the 
fate out of which thou haſt ſnatcht me 
rp imtothy heaven:Oh love and mercy 
| more 


(# 
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more deep then thoſe depths from 
which thou haſt ſaved me ; more hig \ 
then that heavento which thou haſt 
advanced me ! 


—_—— 


SECT. $. 


Chrifts love in giving us the euara of 


hu Anzels, 


Ow whereas in my paſſage from 

this ſtate of death towards the 
fruition of immortall glory,I am way- 
lud by a world of dangers; partly , 
through my own finfull aptnefle io 
miſcarriages, and partly, through the 
ſaulrs of my ſpirituall enemies, how 
tath thy tender love and compaſhon, 
Obleſſed Jeſu, undertaken to ſecure 
my ſoul, from all theſe deadly perills; 
both without, and within : without, by 
the guardance of thy bleſſed Angels: 
yithin, by the powerfull inoperation 
ofthy good Spirit which thou haſt gi- 
rename 2 Oh that mine eyes could be. 
G 3 opencd. 
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opened with El:ſhaes ſervant, that] 
might ſce thoſe troops of heavenly 


ſouldiers, thoſe horſes and chariots df 


fire,wherewith thou haſt encompaſſed 
me! every one of which is able tochake 
awaya whole hoſt of the powers of 
darkneſle : Who am I, Lord, who am 
I,that,upon thy gracious appointment, 
theſe glorious ſpirits ſhould ſtill watch 
over mein mine upriſing, and down 
lyingzin my going out,and coming ln! 
that they ſhould bear me intheir arms, 
that they ſhould ſhield me with their 
protetion? Behold, ſuch is their ma: 
jeſty and glory, that ſome of thy ho- 
lieſt ſcrvants have hardly been reſtra:- 
ned from worſhipping them ; yetlo 
teatis thy loye to man, as that thou 
aft ordained them robs miniſtring 
{p-rirs, ſent forth tro miniſter for them 
who ſhall be heirs of ſalvation. Surely 
they are in nature far more excellent 
then manzas being ſpiritall ſubſtances, 
pure intelligences,meet to ſtand beforc 
the throne of thee the King of g'ory; 
What 
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What a mercy then is this, thatthou , 
who won'dſt hum'le thy ſeife to by 
Jower then tiey, in the ſueprion of 
or n.turez art pleaſed to humb'e 
them intheir offices to the guardi:n- 
ſhipof man, ſo far, as to call them the 
Angels of thy little ones upon earth ? 
How haſt thou bleſſed us, ard how 
ſhould we blefle thee in ſo mighty, and 
olorious atrendants © | 


| —— 


SxcrT.9. 
Hi love in giving us his holy Spirit. 


A TEither haſt thou, O God, meer- 

ly rurn'd us over to the priotecti- 
on of thoſe tutelary ſpirits z but haſt 
held us ſtill in thine own hand ; ha- 
ving not ſo ſtrongly defenced us with- 
out, as thou haſt done within z Since 
that, is wrought by thine Angels, this, 


by thy Spirits, Oh the Soveraign and 


powerfull influences of thy holy 
Ghoſt; whereby we are furniſhed 
G 4 with 
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w th all ſaving graces, ſtrengthned 
againſt all temptations , heartned a- 
gainſt all our doubts and fears ; ena- 
bled both to reſiſt, and overcome; and 
ppon our victories, crowned. Oh di- 
vine bounty, far beyond the reach of 
wonder! So God (the Father ) loved 
the wo11d , that he gave his only be- 
gotren Son, that whoſoever beleeverh 
in him ſhould not periſh; but have c- 
verlaſting life : So God the Son loved 
the world of his ele&,that he gave un- 
ro them the holy Spirit of promiſe, 
whereby they are ſcaled unto the day 
of redemption 4 whereby according to 
the riches of his glory they are ſtreng- 
thened withmight inthe inner man;by 
the vertue whereof ſhed abroad in 
their hearts, they are enabledto cry, 
Abbs, Father.Oh gifts, cither of which 
are more worth then many worlds; 
yertthrough thy goodneſle, O Lord, 
both of them mine: how rich is my 
ſoul through thy divine munificence , 


how over-laid with mercies? Hoy ſafe 
in 
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inthine Almighty tuition?How happy 


-| inthy bleſſed poſſeſhon £ Now there- 
- | fore I dare inthe might of my God, 


bid defiance to all the gates of hell , 


[-| Doyour worſt, O all ye principalities 


and powers,and rulers of the darkneflc 
of this world, and ſpirituall wick: d- 
neſſes in high places; do your worſt ; 
God is mine,and I am his; I am-above 
your malice in the right of hin whoſe 
lam; Iris irue, Tam weak, bur he is 
omn'potent ; I am ſinfull, but he is in- 
finite holineſſe; that power, that hg- 
linefſe in his gracious application 15. 
mine; It is my Saviours love thar 
hath made this happy exchange of his. 
righteouſneſſe for my fin « of his pow- 
erfor my infirmiry ; Who then ſhall 
lay any thing to the —_ of Gods 
elet 2 It is God that juſtifieth : Wh» 
ſhall ſeparate us from the love of 
Chriſt 2 Shall tribulation, or diſtrefſ&, 
or perſecution, or famine, or naked- 
neſle, or peril], or ſword? Nay, in all 
theſe things we are more then conque- 
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querours through him thart loved us : 
Soas, neither death nor life, nor An- 
gels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor thingspreſent,nor things tocome, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature fthall be able to ſ{cparate us 
from the love of God which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. Lo,where this 
love is placed;were it our love of God, 
how eafily might the power of a pre- 
yalent temptation ſeparate us from ir, 
or it from us; for.alas, what hold is to 
betaken of our affections, which, like 
unto water, are ſo much more apt to 
treez becauſe they have been heated 
but it is the love of God to us in 
Chriſt Jeſus, which is everas himſelf 
conſtant and eternall : He can no more 
ceaſe to. love us,then to be himſelf ; he 
cannot but be unchangeable, we can- 
pot but be happy. | 
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SECT. 10, 


our ſenſe and improvement of Chriſts 
love in all the former particulars : 
and firſt, in reſpe@ of the inequality 
of the perſons. 


LL this O dear Jeſu, haſt thou 

done, all this haſt thou ſuffcred 
for men; And oh nw for an heart 
that might be ſome wayes anſwerable 
to thy mercics ! Surely, even good na- 
tures hate to be in debr for love; and. 
are ready to repay favours with inre:- 
eſt ; Oh for a ſoul ſick of love, yea ſick. 
unto death ! why ſhou'd I, how cn L 
be any otherwiſe,any whit leſſe afteR- 
ed,O Saviourthis-only fickneſſe is my 
health,this death is my life, and no? to/ 
be thus ſick, is tobe dead in fins and 
treſpaſſes. Tam rock and not fl:(h, if 
I be no: wounded with theſe heavenly 
darts: Ardent affe&ton is apt to ur- 


trat love even where 1s litcleor 11: 


beauty;and excell;nt beauty is no lefl: 
OW. \_ apt 
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apt to enflame the heart where there is 
no anſwer of affeion, but when theſe 
two meet together, what breaſt can 
hold againſt them 2 and here they are 
both in an eminent degree. Thou canſt 
ſay even of thy poor Church oy 
labouring under many imperfections) 
Thou haſt raviſhed my heart my faſter, 
my Spouſe, thou haſt raviſhed my 
heart with one of thine eyes, with one 
chain ofthy-neck;how fair is thy love, 


my ſiſter, my Spouſe? And canft thoy, 
O bleſſed Saviour, be ſotaken with the 
incurious and homely features of thy 


faithfull ones; and ſhall not we muc 


more be altogether enamoured of 


thine abſolute and divine beauty © of 
whom every beleeving ſoul can ſay; 
My beloved 1s white and ruddy , the 
chiefeſt among ten thouſand , his head 
is asthe.moſt fine gold ; his eyes are 
asthe cycs of doves by the rivers of 


 watersz | his cheeks are as a bed of 


fpices, as ſweet lowers s his lips like 


4 


| 
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is| &c, It hath pleaſed thee, O Lord, out 


of the ſweet raviſhments of thy heas 
venly loye,to ſay tothy you Church, 
Turn away thine eyes from me, for 
they have overcome me; but oh let me 
ſay unto thee, Turn thine eyes to me, 
that they may overcome me; I would 
be thus ravifht,thus overcome, I would 
be thus out of my ſelf, that I might be 
all inthee. | | 

Thou lovedſt me before I had bee- 


| ing ; Let me now thatT have a becing 
| be wholly taken up with thy love ; Lec 
\| meſetall my ſoul upon thee that ga- 


yeſt me beeing 5 upon thee who art 
the erernall, and abſolute Self-being 
who haſt ſaid, and only could ſay, I 
am that I am Alas, Lord, we are no- 
thing but what thou wilt have us ; and 
ceale to be when thou calleſt in that 
breath of life which thou haſt lent us; 
thou art that incomprehenſibly glo- 
rious, and infinite ſclf-exiſting Spirit, 
from eternity, in eternity, to eternity; 
n,and from whonz all thing are: It 
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'|' is thy wonderfull mercy that thou y 
| wouldſt condeſcend ſo low, as toy 
| youchſafe to be loved of my wretch« || 
{| edneſſe, of whom tou migj;teſt juſtly |j 
| 


| require and expect nothing but terror |, 
and trembling. It is my happineſle |, 
FH that I may be allowed to love a Ma- 
$0181 jeſty ſo infinite'y glorious : Oh letme ||, 

| notbeſofarwanting to my own feli- |, 
city, as to be lefſe then raviſhed with |; 
thy love. N 


BED 0 


Src. 11. 


A further inforcement of our love to 
Chriſt in reſpect of onr unworthineſſt 
and hisſufferings, and prepared glory, 


Hou lovedſt me when I was de- 
þ 1808 formed, loathly, forlorn, and 
4181/3 miſerable., ſhall I not now love thee. 

4, whenthou haſt freed me, and deckt 
| me withthe ornaments of thy Graces? 
Lord Jeſu, who ſhould enjoy the fruit 
of thine own favours. but thy ſelf : 
How 
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How ſhamefully injurious were it,that 
when thou haſt rrimm'd up my ſoul , 


* [it ſhould proftiture it ſelf rothe love of 


the world 2 Oh take my heart to thee 
alone z poſſeſle thy (elf of that which 
none can claim bur thy ſelf. 

Thou lov<d{t me when I was a pro- 
fefled rcbell againſt thee, and receiv- 


- [dſt me nor to mercy only, but tothe 
| indearment of a ſubjeR,aſervant,a ſons 


where ſhould I place the improvement 
of the thankful affe&ions of my loyal- 
tyand duty but upon thee? 

Thon, O God, haſt ſo.loved us, that 


| thou wouldſt become the Son of man 


for our ſakes,that we who are the ſons 


| of men might become the ſons of God; 


Oh that we could put offthe man, ro 
put on Chriſt , that we could negle& 
and hate our ſelves for thee that haſt ſo 


| dearly loved us as to lay afide thine 
| heavenly glory for us ! 


How ſhall I be vile enough, O Sa- 
viour, for thee, who for my ſake (be- 


' | 18g the Lord of life and glory)would(t 


take 


_ 
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take upon thee the ſhape of a ſervant: 
How ſhould I welcome that poverty 
which thy choice hath ſanRified?How 
reſolutely ſhall I grapple with the 
temptations of that enemy, whom 
thou haſt foiled for me * How chear- 
fully ſhould I paſſe through thoſe mi- 
ſeries and that death, which thou haſt 
ſweetned 2 With what comfortabk 
aſſurance fhall I look upon the face of 
that mercifull Juſtice which thou haſt 
ſatisfied? Burt oh what a bleſſed inheri- 
cance haft thou in thine infinite love 

rovided for me? an inheritance incor- 
ruptible, and undefiled, and that fa- 
deth not away, reſerved in heaven for 
me; ſoas when my carthly.houſe of 
this Tabernacle ſhall be diſſolved, I 
have a building of God, an houſe not 
made with hands, ectcrnall in the hea- 
vens : An houſe? Yea,a Palace of hea 
venly ſtate and magnificence ; neither 
is it lefle then a kinedome that abides 
there for me: a kingdome fo much 


more above theſe worldly monarchics,| 


as 


— AM A. 


4s heaven is above this clod of earth : 
Now, Lord, what conceits, what affe- 
| Rions of mine can be in the Jeaſtſort | ! 
the| anſwerable to ſo tranſcendent mercy? | | 
[f ſome friend ſhall have been pleaſed 
.|to beſtow ſome -mean Legacy upon 
- mi. | Me; Or ſhall have feoffed me in ſome jb 
haſt | few acres of his Land; how deeply do { 
-abſe| | finde my (elf obliged tothe love and {| | 
ce of | memory of ſo kinde a Benefactor 2 O it 
haſt|then Lord, how can my ſoul be ca- 
eri-|pable of thoſe thoughts and diſpoſiti- | 
loye | ns, which may reach to the leaſt pro- 
cor-| portion of thine infinite bounty, who * 
t fx-j0fapoor worm on carth, haſt made * 
for] mean heir of the kingdome of heaven? | ' 

e of| Wois me, how ſubje@ are theſe earth- |} 
1, If y principalities to hazzard, and muta- |}; 
not] bility, whether through death , or in- | 
j 


hea- ſurreRion;but this Crown which thou 
hez-|haſt laid up for me is immarceſcible z 
her] and ſhall fir immovably faſt upon my 
ides| head, not for years, not for millions of =}. , 
uch[38cs, bur for all eternity z Ohletitbe | 


ies, [my heaven here below, in the mean 
while 


- from the nethermoſt hell,and to place 
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while, to live ina perpetuall fruit, 
on of thee, and to begin thoſe be 


lujahs to thee here, which ſhall be 


endlefle as thy mercy, and my bleſſi< 
nefle, 


SECT. 12, 


The improvement of our love to Chri 
for the mercy of his deliverance, 
the tuition of his Angets,of the poy- 
erfull working of his good Spirit, 


Adſt thou been pleaſed to hay: 
Mwndned me from thy forme 
Paradiſe, the moſt dclightfull ſear of 
mans m___ integrity and happ!. 
neſle, tothe glory of the higheſt £3 
ven, the preferrment had beene inf: 


nitely gracious z but to bring my ſoul 


it among the C hore ot angels,doubles 
thethank of thy mercy, and the mea- 
ſure of my obligation : How thankfull 


was thy propiet but ro an Ebedwelech 
\ that 


fruit; 


Alle 


| be 


eſis 
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that by a cord and rags let down into 
that dark dungeon, helpt him out of 
that uncomfortable pit wherein he was 
lodged : yet, what was there but a little 
cold, hunger,ſtench, cloſeneſſe,obſcu- 
rity « Lord, how ſhould I blefle thee, 
that haſt ferchr my ſoul from thar pit 
of eternall horrour, from that lake of 


xl fire and brimſtone, from the everlaſt- 


ng torments of the damned, wherein 
I had deſerved to periſh for ever? I 


1 will ſing of thy power; untothee, O 


: my ſtrength, will I fings for God is 
my delivercr,and the God of my mer- 
EiEs 

- But, O Lord, if yet thou ſhouldſt 


«| leave me in my own hands, where 
| were I? how cafily ſhonld I be rob'd 


of thee with every rempration ? how 
ſhould I be made the ſcorn and inſul- 
tation of men and devils ? Ir isthy 
wonderfull mercy that thou haſt giv- 


*| enthine Angels charge over me;thole 


Angels great in power, and glorious 


in Majeſty are my ture ( thoughinvi- 
ble 


Sm _ 
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viſible) guard : O bleſſed Jeſu, what 
an honour, what a ſafcty is this, that 


thoſe heavenly ſpirits which attend | 
thy throne, ſhould be my champions ! | 
Thoſe that miniſtred to thee after thy | 


temptation, are ready to afliſt and re- 


lieve me in mine; they can neither [ 


negle& their Charge, becauſe they are 
perfectly holy z nor fail of their victo- 
ry, becauſe they are (under thee) the 
moſt powerfull. Iſe: you O ye bleſſed 
Guardians, I ſce you by the eye of my 
faith, no leſle truly, then the eye of my 
ſenſe ſees my bodily attendants, I do 
nubly(chough ſpiritually)fcel your pre- 
ſence by your gracious operations, in, 
upon, and for mez and Ido heartily 
blefle my God and yours, for you,and 
for thoſe ſaving offices that (through 
his mercifull appointment ) you ever 
do for my ſoul. But asit was with 
thine 1ſraelites of old, that it would 
not content them thatthou promiled(t, 
and wouldſt ſend thine Angell before 


W401 them, to bring them into the the Land 


flowing 
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flowing with milk and honey, vnleſle 


thy preſence , O Lord, ſhould alſo go 
long with them ; ſo is it ſtill with me 


| [ind all thine, wert not thou with, and 


inus, what could thine Angels do tor 


- |u?In thee itis that they move and are; 


The ſame infinite Spirit, which works 
n,and by them , works alſo in me: 


| [from thee it is, O thou bleſſed and e- 


ernall Spirit, that T have any ſtirrings 
of holy motions, any breathings of 
od defires,any life of grace,any will 
orefiſt, any power to overcome evillz 
tis thou, O God, thar girdeſt me 

*h ſtrength unto battell ; thou haſt 
Yen me the ſhield of thy ſalvation ; 
thy right hand hath holden me ups 


thou haſt alſo given me the necks of - 


nine enemies. Glory and praiſe be to 
thee, O Lord, which alwaies cauſelt us 
triumph in Chriſt; who crowneſt us 
wth loving kindneſſe,and tender mer- 
ces z and haſt not held us ſhort of the 
deſt of chy favours. 

Truly, Lord, hadft thou oozes 

Ut 
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bur a meer bceing, as thou haſt done 
tothe loweſt rank of thy creatures, it 
had been more then thou oweſt us; 
more then ever we could be able to re- 
quite to thy divine bounty z for every 
b-cing is good, and the leiſt degree of 
good 1S farre above our worthineſle, 
But , that to our beeing thou haſt ad- 
ded life, it is yet anhigher meaſure of 
thy mercy; for certainly, of thy com- 
mon fayours, life is the moſt p: eci. 
ous; yetthis is ſuch a benefit as may 
be had ard nor perceived; for even the 
plants of the carth live and feel it not; 
that toour life therefore thou haſt 
made a further acceſſion of lenſe, itis 
yera larger improv: ment of thy bene- 
ficence : for this faculty hath ſome 
power to m2naze lifezand makes it ca- 
pabic to aft<& thoſe means which may 
tend to the preſeryation of it, andto 
decline the contrary ; but this is no 0- 
ther then the brute creatures enjoy c- 
qually with us, and ſome of them be- 
yond us: that therefore to our _ 

thou 
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hou haſt bleſſed us with a further ad- 
licion of reaſon, it is yet an higher 


.|picch of munificerce z for hereby we 


remen; and, as ſuch}, areableroat-' 
nin ſome knowledge of thee our Cre- 
tor, to obſerve the motions of the 
heavens, to ſcarch into the natures of 
qur fellow- creatures, to paſſe judge- 
nent upon ations, and events, and to 
ranſa& theſe earthly affairs to our 
own beſt advantage. Bur when all this 
sdone, Wo were tO us if we were but 
nen; for our corrupted reaſon renders 
is of all creatures the moſt miſerable : 
that therefore to our reaſon thuu haſt 
luperadded faith ; ro our nature grace; 
ind of men haſt made us Chrittians ; 
and ro us, as ſuch, haſt given thy 
Chriſt, thy Spirit z and thereby made 
us of enemies, (ons, and heirs; co-heirs 
with Chr ſt of thine eternal and moſt 
glorious kiiigdome of heaven; yea , 
baſt incorporated us intothy ſelf, and 
made us one ſpirit with thee our God; 
Lord what room can there be poſlibly 
| In 
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in theſe ſtrait and narrow hearts 0 
ours for a due admiration of thy tran 


ſcendent love and mercy ? I am ſ(wal|| 
lowed up,O God,I am willingly ſwal{| 


lowed up in this bottomleſle abyſle of 
thine infinite love ; and there let me 
dwell in a perpetual raviſhment of (pi: 
rit, tillbeeing freed from this clog of 


earth, and filled with the fulneſs off 
chriſt,I ſhallbe admitted to enjoy that] 


which I cannot now reach to wonder 
at,thine incomprehenſible bliſs,8 glo- 
ry which thou haſt laid up inthe high- 
eſt heavens for them thar love thee, in 
the bleſſed communion of all th 
Saints and Angels,thy Cherubim,and 
Seraphim, Thrones, Dominions, and 
Principalities,and Powers; in the bea- 
tificall preſence of rhee the eyer-living 
God;the ctcrnall Father of ſpirits Fa- 
ther,Son,holy Ghoſt,one infiniteDeci- 
ty inthree, co-eſſentially,co-eternaly, 
co-equally glorious perſons;to whom 
be bleſſing, honour, glory, and power 


for ever and ever. Armen, Alelnjah. 
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An Exhortatory Preface to the Chri- 
ſtian Reader. 


<8 7; of infallible rules and long 


1.44% 0 
@) / 
, 

J ——Y 


tiog, experience have 1 gathered up 
; day, | SD this true charatter of a Chriſtt- 
an: A labour( ſome will think) might 
have been well ſpared: Every man pro- 
feſſes both to know and act this part z 
[Whos there that would not be angry, 
relb| if but « queſtion ſhould be made either | 
| of bis skill,, or intereſt ? Surely ſince the | | 
rſt name given at Antioch, af the be= {| 
levins world hath been ambitions of (| 
the honour of it z how happy were it, if [ 
al that are willing to wear the livery, | 
were as ready to do the ſervice? Butit | | 
falls out here,as in the - of all things 

that are at once honourable, and difſi- 

| «vr, every one affetts the title, few (a- 

AN] bowr for the truth of the atchievement. 
| Having therefore leiſure enongh to look | 
MET ue H 2 about 
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about me, and finding the world to 
prone to this wor#it kinat of hypocr:ſie, 
I have made this true draught,not more 
for direction, then for. tryall. Let nm 


man view theſe lines as a ſtranger , but 


when he looks tn this glaſſe, let him ask 
his heart whether this be his own face, 
yea, rather when he ſees this face, let 
him examine hi heart whether both of 
them agree with their patterne. And 
where be findes his failings,(as who (hal 
not?) let him ſtrive to amend them;and 
never give over, whiles he is any way 
leſſe fair then bis copy. | 
In the mean time, I wenld it wert 
Leſs eaſie by theſe rules,to judge even of 
others beſides our ſelves, or,that it were 
uncharitable to ſay, there are many Pri- 
feſſors, few Chriitians, If words and 
forms might carry it, Chrift would have 
Clients enow : but if holineſe of diſpoſe- 
tion, and uprightueſſe of carriage muſs 


be the proof,vwoe is me; Inthe midfſt of. 


the Land, among the people, thereis 
as the ſhaking of an Olive tree, and « 
| the 
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the gleaning Grapes where the Vin- 
tage 15 done. (Eſa, 24. 13.) For where 
i the man hath obtained the miſtery of 
bis corrupt affett1ons, and to be the Lord 
of his unruly appetite ? that hath his 
heart in heaven, whiles his living cay- 
kaſſe is ftirring here upon earth ? that 
ray ſee the inviſible, and ſecretly enjoy 


f | that Saviour, to whom he s ſpiritgally 


wited ? That hath ſnbdued his will and 
reaſon to his beleef;, that fears nothing 
but God ; loves nothing but goodye(ſe, 
bates nothing but ſin; rejoyceth in none 
but true ble ings: whoſe faith triumphs 
over the world , whoſe hope is anchored 
in heaven, whoſe charity knows 16 leſſe 
bounds then God ,and men; whoſe humi- 
lity repreſents him as wile to himſelf, as 
he honorable in the reputa;ion of God 
who is wiſe heaven-ward, however he 


paſſes with the world, who dares be no 


other then juſt, whether he wis or loſe, 


| who i frugatly hiberall,. diſcreetly con- 


rageons, holily temperate:who « ever 4 
thrifty manager of bis houres, ſo divi- 
| H 3 ding 
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ding the daybetwixt his God, and hu 


Pocation, that neither ſhall finde fauk| 


with a juſt neglet?, or an unjuſt parti- 
lity : whoſe vecreations are harmeleſſe, 


honeſt, warrantable,ſuch as may refreſh 


nature, not debauch it: whoſe diet is re- 
enlated by health, not by —_—_ ont 
whoſe table ſhall be no altar to hw behy, 
ner-ſpare to his ſoul : wha in his ſed 
nable repoſe lies down, and awakes with 
God, caring only to relieve his ſpirits, 
not to cheriſh floth. Whoſe carriage i, 
week, gentle, compliant, beneficial in 
whatſoever ſtation ;, in Magiſtracy un 
partially juſt ; in the Miniſtery conſci: 
onably faithful,in the rule of his famil, 
wiſely provident,and religiouſly exem- 
plarys Shortly, who is a diſcreet and 
loving yoke-fellow , a tender and piowm 


parent, 4 dutious and awfull ſoune : an. 


humble and obſequions ſervant, an obe- 
dient and loyall ſubjeft. Whoſe heart is 
conſtantly ſetled in the main truths of 
Chriſtian Religion, ſo as he cannot bt 
removed;in litigious points,neither t01 
FG 
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credulous, nor too peremptory : whoſe 
diſcourſe rs ſnch as may be meet for the 
expreſſions of a tongue that belongs to 4 
ſound, godly,and charitabl heart; whoſe 


| brea continaally burnes with the hea- 


wenly fire of an holy devotion , whoſe 
painfull ſufferings are overcome with 
patience , and chearfull reſolntions x 
whoſe conflicts are attended with aji= 
daunted courage, and crowned w:th an 


happy vidtory : Laſtly, whoſe death is 
6 foll of fear ad anguiſh As of 


ſtrong con olations in that Saviour , 


who hath overcome and ſweetned it , 
nor of ſo much dreadfulneſſe init ſelfe, 
4s of joy in the preſent expeation of 
that bleſſed iſſue of a glorious immort 1- 
lity, which inſtantly ſucceeds it. Such is 
the Chriſtian whom we doe here cha- 
rafteriFe, and commend. to the world 
both for tryall, and imitation ; neither 
know I which of theſe many qualificati- 
ons can be miſſing in that ſoul,w io {ayes 
ajuſt claim to Chriſt , his Redeemer. 
Take your hearts to task thereſore, my 

H 4 acar 


168 


The Preface. 


dear brethren, into whoſe hands ſoevn 
theſe lines (hall come : and, as you oy 
t0 have peace at the laſt, ranſack then 
thoroughly ; not contenting your ſelve 
with a perfunttory, and faſhionable 6 
wverſight (which will one day leave you 
irremediably miſerable) but ſo ſearch, 
thoſethat reſolve uot to give over til 
you finde theſe un d:ſpoſirions in 
your boſoms, which 1 have here deſcri- 
bed to you: ſo ſhall we be,and make each 
other happy in the ſucceſſe of our hoh 
labours , which the God of heaven bleſſt 
in both our hands, to his owne glory 
and our mutuall comfort in the day i 
Hs appearing of our Lord Feſm Chriſt, 
men, 
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3&S0 the only lawſull Image of 


of Gods: Church on earth :.a mod<ll 
of heaven made: up in clay; the living 


| Temple of the holy:Ghoſt. For bis dil- 


poſition, it hath 1a it as-much of hea- 
ven; aS his earth may;make room tor ; 


he maſters; and keeps in witha firair 
8 His) 


bis Maker,and Redeemer: the abltract - 


He were. not a man, If he were quite. 
free from corrupraffeRtions, but heſe: 


' hand-3; | 
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hand; and ifat any time they gro 
teſty and headſtrong, he breaks then 
with a ſevere diſcipline,and will rathe 


puniſh himſelf, then not tame them} 


He checks his appetite with dilcrect, 
but ſtrong denials, and forbears to 


pamper nature, leſt it grow wanton & 


tmpetuous; he walks on carth,but con| 


verſes in heaven; having his eyes fixed 
on the invifible, and enjoying a {wee 
communion with hjs God, and Sayi 
our ; Whales all the reſt of the worll 
fits indarkneſte, he lives in a perpetu 
all lightzthe heaven of heavens is op 
to none bur him ; thither his eye pierc 
eth, and beholds thoſe beams of inac- 
ceffible glory, which thine inno fact 
but his: The deep myſteries of godl;: 
neffe, which tothe great Clerks of the 
world are as a book claſped and ſealed 
ep, lyc open before him fair andlegj- 
blez and whiles thoſe book-men knoy 
whom they have heard of, he knowes 
whom he-hath belecycd: He will not 
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eye; and if through ſome worldly in- 


terceptions, he loſe the fight of rhat 
bleſſed objet for a time, he zealouſly 
retrives h:m , not withour an angry 
check of his own miſ-carriage ; and is 
now ſo much the more fixed by his 
former {lackning , ſo as he will hence- 
forth ſooner part with his ſoul,then his - 
Redeemer. The te:mes of entire: efle 
wherein he ſtands with the Lord of 


lfe,are ſuch as he can feel , butcannyr 


expreſſe,though he ſhould borrowrthe 
language of Angels : itis enough thar 
they two are one ſpirit: His reaſon is 


willingly captivated to his faith 5 his 
will to his reafon; and his affeions to 


both : He fears nothing that he ſees,in 


compariſon of that wh:ch he ſecs not ; 
and diſpleaſure is more drezdfull ro + 
him then ſmart : Good is the adequate | 
object of his love; which he duly pro- | 
portions according tothe degrees. of |: 
ts eminence ; affecting the chief good, 
not without a ce:taire raviſhment of | 
fpicit, the leſſer witha wiſe and holy '| | 
| moderation | | 
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moderation. whether he do more hate 
ſin, or the cvill ſpirit thar ſuggcſts it,is 


aqucſtionz Earthly contents are too 
mean grounds whereon to raiſe his joy 
theſe, as.he bauJks not when they meet 
him in his way, ſo he doth not too ea- 


gcrly purſue; he may taſte of them, 


but ſo, as-he had rather faſt then ſur- 


fer. He is not inſenſible of thoſe loſles. 
which caſualty, or enmity may inflicts, 
but that which lies moſt heavily upoa 
his hearr, is. his fin : This makes his. 


{lcep-ſhort and troubleſome, his meals 


ſtomachlcſle, his recreations/liſtleſle ;; 
kis every.thing, tedious z. till he finde: 


his toul acquitted by his great Surety. 
zn hcaven : which done, he feels more 


peace and plea(ure in his calm,then he- 
tound horror in the tempeſt: His heart 
15 the ſtore-houſe of moſt precious gra-- 


ces : That faith whereby his ſoul is e- 
ſtabl:ſhed , triumphs over the world , 


wiether it allure,or threaten; and bids. 
detiance to all the powers of da: knels;. 


||. a; fearing to be foiled by any oppoſi- 
| | tion ;; 


— ——  ——— — —_ — _ NS 


The Chriſtian, 173 


tion : His hope cannot be diſcouraged 
[with the greateſt difficulties; but bears. 


up againſt naturall impoſſibllities, and 
knows how to reconcile contradicti- 
ons ; His charity is both exrenfive,and 


fervent ; barring our no one that bears. 
|the face of a man 3 bur pouring our it 


ſelf upon the houſhold of faith 5 rhar 


[ſtudies g00d conſtruRtions of men,and. 
s [actions; and keeps it ſelf free both. 
i|from ſuſpicion, and cenſure : Grace 
[doth not more exalt him, then his hu-- 


miliry deprefles him: Were ir not for 


>. [that Chriſt who diwcls ! him, he could 
- [think himſelf the meanett of all crea- 


tures ; row, he knows he may not diſ- 


parage the Deity of him, by whom he: 
| 1s ſo gloriouſly inhabited 3 in. whoſe 
only right he can be as great in his own. 
thoughts, as he is deſpicable in-the. 


eycs of the world. He 1s wiſe to God- 


ward, however it be with him for the. 


world; and well knowing he cannor 


ſerve two maſters, he cleaves to the. 
better.3 making choile. of that good: 


part 
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the uſe of all Gods bleſſings, as know- 
ing 
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part which cannot be taken from him 
not ſo much regarding to get.that 
which he cannot keep , as to pol- 
ſeſſe himſelfe of that good which he 
car.not loſe, He is juſt in «11 his dealings 
with men 3 hating to thrive by injury, 
and oppreſſion ; and will rather Jeave 


behind ſomething of his own, then] 


filch from enothers heap. He is not 


cloſe fiſted, where there is juſt occaſi-| 


on of his diſtribution z willingly part- 
ing with thoſe metals which he regards 
only for uſe;not caring for cicher their 
colour,or ſubſtance; earth is to him no 
other then it ſelf, in what hicw ſo cyer 
it appeareth, In every good cauſe he 
is bold as a Lyon; and can neither fear 
faces, nor ſhrink at dangers: and is ra- 
ther heartned with oppoſition, preſſing 
fo much the more where he findes a 
largedoore open, and many adyerſa- 
ries 3 and when he muſt ſuffer, doth as 
reſolutely ſtoop, as he did before vali- 
antly refiſt. He is holily temperate in 
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ing by whom they are given, andto 
what end ; neither dares either to mi(- 
lay them,orto miſ-ipend them laviſh- 
ly:as duly weighing upon what termes 
he receivesthem ; and fore-expecting 
4n account. Such an hand doth he car- 
ry upon his pleaſures and delights,that 
they run not away with him; he knows 
how toflacken the reins without a de- 
bauched kinde of difſoluteneſle, and 
how to ſtraiten them without a ſullen 


rigour. 


Ye Cr. 2 
Hs expence of the day. 


E lives as a man that hath bor- 
rowed his time, and challenges 

not to be owner of it z caring to ſpend 
theday in a gracious and well-goyern- 
ed thrift 5 His farſt mornings task, af- 
ecr he hath lifted up his heart to that 
God who gives his beloved {leep,ſhall 
be to put bim(els into a cue poſture, 
of whercin | 


——Qx . od 
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wherein to entertain himſelf, and the 


whole day : which ſhall be done, if he: 


ſhall cffeually work his thoughts to a 
right apprehenſion of his God,of him- 


{clf, ot all that may concern him; The 


true poſture of a Chriſtian then, is this; 
He ſees {t1]] heaven opento him, and 


beholds and admires the light in:c- 
cellible; he ſecs: the all- glorious God: 


ever before him; the Angels of God 
about him 3 the evill ſpirits aloot off 
enviouſly groyning, and repining at 
him ; the world under his fect, willing 
to rebell, but forced to be ſubje), the 


Bo! good creatures” ready to tener. their 


ervice to him ; and 1s accordingly at-: 


[IE fectedto all theſe; he ſees heayen open 


with joy and dcftie of fruition ; he ſces 
God with an adoring awfulneſſe ; he. 


| ſees the Angels with a thankfull ac- 
/; knowledgement, and care not to of- 


fend them he ſees the evill ſpirits with 
hatred and watchfull indignation ; he 
ſees the world with an lioly imperi- 
ouſneſle , commandwg it for uſe, and. 

{corning. 
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ſcorning to ſtoop to it for obſervance; 
Laſtly,he ſees the good creatures, with 
gratulation,and care to improve them 
to the advantage of him that lentthem, 

Having thus gathered up his 
thoughts, and found where he is, he 
may now be fit for his conſtant devo- 
tion ; which he falls upon,not without 
a trembling veneration of that infinite 
and incomprehenſible Majeſty, before 
whom he is proſtrate ; now he climes 
up into that heaven, which he before 
did but behold 3 and ſolemnly pours 
out his ſoul in hearty thankſgivings, 
and humble ſupplications into the bo- 
ſome of the Almighty z wherein his 
awe is (otempered with his faith, that 
whiles he labours under the ſenſe of 
his own vileneſle, he is raiſed up inthe 
confidence of an infinite mercy 3 now 
he renues his feeling intereſt in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt his bleſſed Redee- 
mer;and labours to get in every breath 
new pledges of his gracious entireneſs; 
{a ſeaſoning his heart with theſe care- 
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ly thoughts of piety, as that they ſtick 
by him all the day after. 

Having thus begun . with his God, 
and begg'd his bleſſing: he now finds 
time to addrefle himiclf tothe works 
of his calling; To live without any vo- 
cation, to live in an unwarrantable yo- 
cation, notto labour inthe vocation 
wherein he lives, are things which his 
ſoul. hateth : Theſe buſineſſes of his 
calling therefore, he followes witha 
willing and contented induſtry z not 
as forced toit by the neceſſity of hu- 
mane Laws,or as urged by the Law of 
neceflity, out of the ſenſe or fear of 
want:nor yet contrarily,out ofan cager 
defire of inriching himſelf in his eſtate, 
but in a conſcionable obedience to that 
God who hath made man to labour as 
the ſparks to flye upward z and hath 
laid it upon him both as a puniſhment, 
and charge: In the {weat of thy brows 
ſhalt thou eat thy bread. In an hum- 
ble alacrity he walks on inthe way, 
wherein his God hath ſet him;yer = 
the 
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the while, ſo intent upon his hands, as _. 
not to tend his heart ; which he lifts 
up in frequent cjaculations to that 
God,to whom he deſires to be appro- 
ved in all his endeavours ; aſcribing 


"| all the thanks both of his ability , and 
"| ſucceſſe to that omnipotent hand : If 


he meet with any rubs of difficulty in 
his way, he knowes who ſent them , 
and who can remove them; not neg- 
leRing any prudentiall means of rec- 
medy, he is not to ſeek for an higher 
redreſle. 

If he have occaſion of trading with 
others ; his will may not be the rule of 
his gain, but his conſcience neither 
dares he ſtrive for what he can gert,but 
what he ought: Equity is here the 
Clerk of the Market ; and the meaſure 
which he would have others mere our 
to himſelf, is the ſtandard whereby he 
deſires to be tryed in his menſurarions 
toall other. He hates to hoiſe prices 
upon occaſion of his neighbours need; 
and to take the advantage of — 

yY 
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by the clock. Heis not ſuch a ſlave to 


his trade, as not to ſpare an hour to his 


' ſoul; neither dares he fo laviſh as utter- 
ly to neglect his charge upon whatever 
pretence of pleaſure,or devotion.ſhort- 
ly he takes his work at the hand of god 
and leaves it with him : humbly offer- 
Ing up his ſervices to his great Maſter 
in heaven; and after all his labour fits 
comfortably down in the conſcience 
of having faithfully done his rask, 
though not without the intervention 
ofmany infirmities. 


£ | % E = TY. 3. 
Hs Recreations, 


Ts recreations {for even rheſe hu- 
mane frailty will ſometimes call 
for)are ſuch,as may be meet relaxati6s 
toa mind over-bent, and a body tired 
with honeſt and holy employments ; 
ſafe,inoffenfive,and for tiine and mea- 
ſixc fitly proportioned to the occalt- 
on: 
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on ; like unto ſoft muſick betwixt two 


[long and ſtirring Acts like unto ſome 


quick and ſavory lauce to a liſtleſſe, 
and cloyed ſtomach like unto a ſweet 
nap after an overwatching, He isfarr 
from thoſe delights that may «ffemi- 
nate, or corrupt the mind z abhorring 


to ſit by thole pleaſures , from which 


he ſhall not riſe better: He hates to 
turn paſtime intotradez not abiding 
to ſpend more time in whetting, then 
till his edge be ſharpe; In che height of 
his delcations he knows to enjoy 
God, from whom as he fetches his 
allowance, ſo he craves and expects a 
gracious acceptation, even whe he lets 
himſelf moſt looſe. And if ar any time 
he have gone beyond his meaſure, he 


chides himſelf for the exceſſe, and is 


ſo much the more careſull ever after to 
keep within compaſſe. He can onely 


makea kinde of uſe of thoſe content- 
ments, wherein light minds are tranſ- 
ported : and can manage his diſports 


without paſſion; and leave a loſer 
without 
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without regret. A ſmile to himis as 
much as a loud laughter to the world- 
ling ; neither doth he entertain mirth 
as bis ordinary attendant,but as his re- 
tainer to wait upon his ſerious occali- 
ons : and finally, ſo rejoyceth, as if he 
rejoyced not. 


—— — 


Sx cr. 
Hts Meals, 


Is meals are ſuch as nature re- 

quires, and grace moderates, not 
pinching himſelf with a penurious 
niggardlinefſe, nor pampering himſelf 
with a wanton exceſſe : His plate is 
the leaſt part of his care ; ſoas his fare 
may be wholeſome, he ſtands not up- 


on delicacy. He dares not put his hand 


to thc diſhti]l he have lookt up to the 
owner;:nd hates to put one morſell in- 
to his mouth unbleſſed $ and knows it 


_— 


neither 
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ncither rhe meat that he eats, nor the 


hand and mouth that recetvs it, not the 
may that digeſtsit, nor the metall 
that buies it, 1s of his own making - 
And now having fed his belly, not his 
eyc, he riſes from his board, ſatisfied, 
not glutted ; and ſo beſtirs himſelf up- 
on his calling, asa man not more un- 
wicldy by his repaſt, but more chear- 
full, and as one that would be loth his 
pur ſhould be any hinderance to his 
rain, or to his hand. 

If he ſhall have occaſtontoentertain 
himſelf and his friends more liberally, 
he dares not Ioſe himſelf and his feaſt; 
he can be ſoberly merry, and wiſely 
free; only in this he is willing not to be 
his own man, in that he gives himſelf 


forthetime to his gueſts. His Cator 
] 15 friendly thrift, and Temperance 


keeps the boards end, and carvesto 
every one the beſt mcaſute of enough: 
As for his o;vn diet, who he is invi- 
ted toa tempting vaticty, i.. puts his 
knife to his throat; neither wes " 
cc 
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feed without feare, as knowing who 
overlooks him: Obſcenity, detraction, 
{currility are barred from his table ; 
neither do any words ſound there that 
are leſle ſavory then the diſhes. Laſt- 
ly,he ſo feeds,as if he ſought for health 
in thoſe viands, and not plcaſure as if 
he did catto live and riſcs not more re- 
pleniſhed with food, then with thank- 
tulneſlc, 


ur — 
—— _—y i 


Sx C To Js 
He nights reſt. 


N a due ſeaſon he betakes himſelfe 
to his reſt, he preſumes not to alter 


dares confound, where diſtinction 1s 
made by his Maker, It is not with him 
as with the brute creatures, that have 
nothing to look after but the meer 0- 
bedicnce of nature ; he doth not there- 
forc lay himſelf down as the ſwine in 
the ſtyc, or a dog in the kennell,with- 

| out 
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the Ordinance of day and night, nor 
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without any further preface to his de- 
fired ſleep, but improves thoſe facul- 
ties which he is now cloſing up, toa 
meet preparation for an holy repoſe 3 
for which purpoſe, he firſt caſts back 
his eye to the now-expired day z and 
ſcriouſly confiders how he hath ſpent 
it z and will be ſure to make his recko- 
nings even with his God, before he 

art. Then he lifts up his cyes and his 

cart to that God, who hath made the 
night for man to reſt in ; and recom- 
mends himſelf carneſtly to his bleſſed 
protection: and then cloſeth his eyes 
In peace, not without a ſerious medita- 
tion of his laſt reſt ; his bed repreſents 
to him, his grave; tus linnen, his win- 


' [ding ſheer ; his fleep, death; thenight 


the many daycs of darkneſs:and ſhort- 
ly , he fo compoſeth his ſoul, as if he 
lookt not to wake till the morning of 
the. reſurreion : Afrer which it he 
ſleep, he is thankfully cheartull , if he 
ſleep nor, his reins chaſten,and inſtru& 
him in the night _—_ : and if ſleep be 

aut 


— —— 
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out of his eyes, yet God anJ his An: 
gcls are not: Whenſoever he awakes, 
in thoſe hands he finds him.clfe , and 
therefore reſts ſweetly , even when he 
{]ceps not. His very dre:ms howeve! 
vain, or troubleſome, ate cor ts hi 
altogether unprofitable,for tic, fervq 
to bewray not only his bodily temper 
but his ſpirituall weakneſſes, whic 
his waking reſolutions ſhall endeyou 
to correct. TE 

He ſo applies himſelfto his pillo 
as a man that meant not to be drow 
ned in ſleep, but refreſhed not limi 
ting his rcſt by the inſatiable luſt of 
ſluggiſh and drowzie ſtupidnefle, bu 
by the exigence of his health,and ha 
bilitation to his calling; and riſes from 
it ( not too late) with more appetite 
to his work, then to a ſecond ſlumber; 
chearfully devoting the ſtrength re- 
nued by his late reſt,to the honourand 


ſcrvice of the giver, 


s An 
vakes, 
anc 
hen he 
weve! 
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SY ECT. 6, His Carriage, 


Is carriage is not ſtrange, inſo- 
lenr, ſurly,8 overly contemptu- 


ous,bur familiarly meek, humble,cour- 
teous: as knowing what mold he is 
made of z and not knowing any worlc 
man then himſelf; He hath an hand rea- 
dy upon every occaſion to be helptull 
to his neighbour;as if he thought him- 
ſelf made to do good , He hates to (ell 
his breath to his friend, where his ad- 
vice may be uſeful;neither is more am- 
bitious of any thing under heaven,then 
of doing good offices, Ir is his happi- 
n-{l& it hecanreconcile quarrels, and 
makepcace between diſſenting friends, 
When he is choſen an Umpire, he will 


| be ſurc to cut even betwixt both pare 
' ties; and commonly difpleafeth both, 


that he may wrong neither; if ke be 
called forth to Magiſtracy, he puts off 


we In eG ww 
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he krows no couſens, no encmies;net- 
ther couſens for fayour, nor enemies 
tor 1evenge, but looks right forward 
to the cauſe, without ſquinting afide to 
the perſons. No flattery can keep him 
from brow-beatirg of vice. no fear 
can work himto diſcourage vertue: 
W here ſeverity 1s requiſite, he hates to 
enjoy anothers puniſhment; and 
where mercy may be more prevalent, 
he hares to uſe ſeverity : Power doth 
not render him imperious and oppreſ- 
ſive,but rather humbles him in the aw 
full expectation ofhis account, 

If he be called to the honour of 
Gods Embaſhe to his people, he dares 
rot but be faithfull in delivering that 
ſacred Meſſage, he cannot now either 
tear faces, or reipe& perſons 3 it is &- 
qually odious to him to hide and ſmo- 
ther any of Gods counſell, and to foiſt 
in any of his own to ſupprefle truth 


and to adulterate it, He ſpeaks not 


himſelf, but Chriſt , and labours not 
to 
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to tickle th2 car, but to {ave ſoules : So 
doth he go before his flock as on? 
that means to feed them no lefle by 
his examp'e, then by his doctrine, and 
would condemn himſclf, if hz did not 
I:ve the Goſpell, as well as preach it ; 
He is neith:r too auſtere in his retired- 
refſe, nor too good-cheap in his ſoct- 
ableneſle ; but carries {o cyen an hand 
that his diſcreec affablen:fle may te 
free from contempt, and that he m2y 
win his people with a loving converta- 
tion;If any of his charge be miſcarried 
into an errour of opinion, he labours 
to reclaim him by the ſpirit of meek- 
neſſe , ſo as the miſ-guided may reade 
no:hing butlove in his zealous con- 
viction, if any be drawa into a victo.s 
courſe of life, he fetches him back w:th 
a gentle yet powerfull hand; by an ho- 
ly importunity, wotking the offender 
to a ſenſe of his 01n danger, and to 1 
ſaving penitei.Ce. 

Is he the maſter of a family ? ke 
dares not be a Lion in his own houſe , 
L 3 Crue y 
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cruelly tyrannizing over his meaneſt 
drudge : but ſo moderately exerciſes 
his power, as knowing himſelf to be 
his apprentices fellow: ſ&vant 3 He 1s 
the mouth of his meiny to God, in his 
dayly deyorions ; offcring up for them 
the calves of his lips, in his morning 
and cvening ſacrifice; and the mouth 
of God unto them in his wholeſome 
in(truions,andall godly admonittons: 
he goes before them in good examples 
of picty and holy converſation, and fo 
governs, 4S one that hath more then 
meer bodies committed to his charge. 
Is he the husband of a wife ? He 
Ear.ics his yoak even z, not laying too 
much weight upon the weaker neck, 
His helper argues him the principall , 
and he to knows it, that he makes a 
wiſe uſe of his juſt incquality : ſo rc- 
membring himſelfto bz the ſuperior , 
as that he can be no other then one 
fleſh : He maintains therefore his mo- 
derate authority with a conjugall love, 
ſo holding up.the right of his texe,that 
in 
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in the mean time he doth not violently 
claſh with the brittler veſſel : As his 
choice was not made by weight, or by 
the voice, or by the h:ew of the hide , 
but for pure affe&tion grounded up in 
yertue ; ſo the ſame regards ho!d him 
cloſe to a conſtant continuarce of h's 
chaſt love ; which can never yceld ci- 
ther to change or intermiſſion. 

Is he a father of children 2 he looks 
upon them as more Gods tien lis 
own ; and governs them accordingly : 
He knows tt is only their worlc pa:t 
which they have received -from {is 
loins, their diviner half is from the {a- 
ther of lights, and is now become the 
main part of his charge. As God gave 
them to h:m,and to the world by him: 
ſo his chict carc is, that they may be 
begotten again to God; that rhey niay 
put off that corrupt nature wh ch th: 
took from him, and be made paria- 
kers of that divine nature which is gt- 
ven them in their generation. For 
this cauſe he trains them up inall ver= 

I 4 tuous 
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tuous and religious education : he ſets 
them in their way,corre&ts their exor- 
bitances, reſtrains their wilde defires, 
and labouts to frame them to all ho- 


ly diſpoſitions ; and fo beſtows his fa-| 


therly care upon, and for them,as one 


that had rather they ſhould be good} 


then rich, and would wiſh them rather! 
dead, then debaucht : he neglects not! 
al! honeſt means of their proviſton,but| 


the higheſt point he aims ar, is to leave}. 


God their patrimony. In the choice 
of their calling, or match , he pro- 
pounc's, but APs not, as knowing 
they have al{o wils of their own,which 
itis fiiter for him to bow, then to 
break. Is he a ſon © he is ſuch as may 
be fit toprocecd from ſuch loins. 


Is hea ſervant ? he cannot but be | 


officious: for he muſt pleaſe two ma- 
ſters, though one under, not againſt 
the other ; when his viſible maſter ſees 
him not, he knowes he cannot be out 
of the eye of the inviſible z and there- 


tore dares not be aither negligent, or 
| unjaithſull 
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1e ſets unfaithfull, The work that le under- 
exor-| takes, he goes through , not out of 
ſires, fear, but out of conſcience, and would 
11 ho-| doe his buſin:fle no otherw.ſe then 
is fa! well, though he ſerved a blind maſtery 
5 one! He 1s no blab of the defets at home , 

ood| and where he cannot defend, 15 ready 
ather! to excuſe: He yeclds paticntiy to 14 
snot| juſt reproof, and anſwers with an 


1,but, 


{ humble filence : and is more carcfull 
eaye| not to Celerve,t-ento ayoid ſtripes. 
oice] Is hea ſubjet? He is awtuily af- 
pro- | f:&ed to Soveraignty, as knowing by 
vine | Whom the powers are ordained ; He: 
hich | dares not curſe the King, noror in his 
1 to | thought z nor1evile the Ru'er of his: 
nay peop'e, though j ſtly faulty : much 
leſle dare he ſclander the footſteps of 
t be | Gods anointed, He ſubmits nar only 
na- | for wrath, bur alſo for conſcience ſake, 
nſt | tocvery Ordinance of God; yea to 
es | every Ordinance of man for the Lords 
our | fake : nor daring to difobey in regard 
re. | ofthe oath of God: Tf he have reacht 
or | forth his hand to cut off bur the skirt of. 
nll Ts L 5. the- 
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the Royall robe, his heart ſmites him: 
He is a true paymaſter, and willingly 
renders tribute to whom tribute , 
cutome 19. whom cuſtome, honour to 
whom honour is due,and juſtly divides 
his duties betwix: God and Ceſar. 


Finally, in what ever relation he| 


fands, he is diligent, faichfull,conſci- 
onable,obſetva:.t of 1;is rule,and care- 
full ro be approved ſuch, bothto God 
and men. 


SB Cre. 7. 
Hrs reſolution in matter of Religion, 


| E. hath fully informed himſelf of 

all the neceſlary points of religi- 
on; and is ſo-firmly grounded in thoſe 
tundamentall and: ſaving truths, thar 
he cannot be carried about with every 
wind of doctrine ; as for 'collaterall 
and unmateriall vyerities, he neither 
deſpuleth, nor yet doth too eager]y 
purſue them.z, He liſts not to take 0- 

| 8 pinions 
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pin'ons upon truſt ; neither dares ab- 
ſolutely tollow any guide , bur thoſe 
who he knows could not erre: He 1s 
ever ſuſpicious of rew faces of Thec- 
logicall truths;and canno: think it ſaie 
to walk in untroden puhs : Matters of 
ſpeculation are not unwelcome to him 


| but kis chieſe care 1s 10: reduce his 


knowl-dge to practiſe, and ther. fore 
he ho:ds nothing his own, bur whar 
his heart hath aypr-p-iated, and his 
life ated : He dares notb ce 0) much 
wedded to his own co.ic.it; and hath 
ſo much hum lity , as ro thinke the 
whole Church of Chriſt upon carth 
wiſer then kimſelte ; However he be a 
orcat lover of conſtancy,yet upon b:t- 
ter reaſon he can chinge his minde in 
ſome litig ons, and un-impo tng 
truths, and can be ſilent where he mulk 
diſlent.. 
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Sn cr. 8. 
Hrs Diſcourſe. 


H Is diſcourſe is grave, diſcreet , 
pertinent, free from vanity, free | 
fi om offence ; In ſecular occaſions no-? 
thing falls from him but ſeaſonable | 
and well- adviſed truths;.In ſpirituail ,, 
| his ſpeech is ſuch,as-both argues grace | 
and works it : No foul and unſayory 
breath proceeds out of his lips ; which: 
he abides not to be tainted with any 
rotten communication, with any ſlan- 
derous. detra&tion : If in a friendly 
merriment he let his tongue looſe to. 
an harmleſſe urbanity , that is the fur- 
theſt he dares goe {corning to come. | 
within.the verge of a bale ſcurrility. 
He is-not apt to ſpend himfelf in cen-- 
ſures, butas for revilings, and curſed: 
ſpeakings againſt God, or men, thoſe. 
his ſoul abhorreth, He knowes to re-- 
ſerve his.thoughts by locking them up. 
in bis. boſome under. a ſafe. ſilence, and. 
- JT _- 
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when he muſt ſpeak, dares not be roo 
free of his tongue, as well knowing 
that in the multitude of words there 
wanteth not finne. His ſpeeches are no 
other then ſeaſonable, and well fitted 
both to the perſon, and occaſion ; 


1 Jigges ata funerall, Lamentations at 
a 


eaſt, holy counſell to {corners , dif- 
couragements tothe dejected, and ap- 
plauſez to the profane, are hatefull 
to him 3 He meddlcs not with other 
mens matters, much lefle with affairs 
of State;but keeps himſelf wiſely with- 
in his own compaſle : not thinking his. 
breath well ſpent, where he dothnot 
either teach or learn. 
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Hs Devotion. 


is ſo perpetually reſident in: 


[ E 
heaven, that he is often in every 
day before the throne of Grace;zand he 


never comes there without ſupplicatis. | 
ig. 
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in his hand ; wherein alſo he loves to 
be importunate; and he ſpeeds accor- 
dingly, for he' never departs empty ; 
whiles other cold ſuiters that come 
thirker bur in ſome good fits of devo- 
tion, obrain nothing but denyals; He 
dares no: preſſe to Gods foot-ſtool in 
his own name, (be is conſcious enough 
of his own unworthinefſe ) but he 
comes in the gracious and powerfull 
name of his r:ghteous Mediator , in 
whom he knows he canr.o: but be ac- 
cepted; and in an humble boldneſſe 
for his only ſake craves mercy;noman 
is either more awfull, or more confi- 
dent 5 When he hath put up his peti- 
tiontothe King of heaven, hepre- 
- fumes nor to ſtint the time, or manner 
of Gods condeſcent; bur patiently and 
faithfully waits for the good hour, and 
leaves himſelf upon that infinite wiſ- 
dome and.goodnefſe. He doth.not af- 
fect lengrh ſo much as feryour z nci- 
ther fo much minds his tongue as [15 
hearr.. 
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His prayers are ſuited according to 
the degrees of the benefits ſued tor 
He therefore beggs grace abiolutely ; 
temporall bleffings with limitation 
and is accordingly affcaed in the 
grant: Neither is he more carneſt in 
craving mercies, then he is zealouſly 


deſirous to be retriburory to God, whe 


he hath received them: not more hear- 
tily ſuing to be rich in grace, then to- 
improve his graces to the honour and 
advantage of the beſtower : With an 
awfull and broken heart doth he make 
his addreſſes to that infinite Majeſty , 
from whoſe preſence he returns wah 
comfort and joy : His ſoul 1s conſtant- 
ly fixed there whither he powres it 
outs diſtraction and Aiſtcuſt are ſhut 
out from his cloſet ; and he is ſo taken 


up with his devoti,, a s one that. makes. 


it his work to pray: And when he hath 
offered up his ſacrifices unto:God, his 
fait liſtens and lookes in at the door 
of heaven to know hoy they are taken, 
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Is c 7,10. 
Hi ſufferings. 

Very man ſhows fair in proſperi- 

tys bur the main triall of the 
Chriſtian is in ſuffering, any man. 
may ſteer in a good gale, and clear ſea, 
but the Mariners skill will be ſeen ina | 
rempeſt : Herein the Chriſtian goes | 
beyond the Pagans, not practiſe only, 
but admiration z We rejoyce in tribu- 
lation, ſaith the choſen Veſlel; Lo 
here a point tranſcending all the affe- 
Ration of Heatheniſm. Perhaps ſome 
reſolute ſpirit, whether our of a natural 
fortirude, or out of an ambition of 
fame or earthly glory, may ſet a face 
upon a patient enduring of loſſe, or 
pain, but never any of thoſe heroick 
Gentiles durſt'pretend to a joy in (ut- 
fering 3 Hither can Chriſtian courage 
reach;knowing that tribulation work- 
eth patience, and patience, experience, 
and experience hope,and hope maketh 
not qſhamed. Is 
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Is he bereaved of his goods and 
worldly eſtate 2 he comforts himſelf 
in the conſcience of a better treaſure 
that can never be loſt ; Is he afflicted 
with ſickneſle 2 his comfort is, that the 
inward man is ſo much more renued 


| dayly,as the outward periſheth : Is he 
| ſlandered and unjuſtly diſgraced © his 
' comfort is, that there is a bleſſing, 
which will more then make him a- 


mends;Is he baniſhed? he knows he is 
on his way home-ward;Is he impriſo- 
ned ? his ſpirit cannot be lockt in; God 
and his Angels cannot be lockt out; Is 
he dying? To him to liveis Chriſt, 
and to $ iS 2ain;Is he dead?He reſts 
from his labours, and is crowned with 
olory : Shortly, he is perfect gold thar 
comes more pure out of the fire then it 
went inzneither had ever been ſo great 
a Saint in heaven, if he had not paſſed 
through the flames of his tryall here 


uponearth, 
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Sn ©CToihs 
Hu Conflicts, 


E knows himſelf never out of 

danger ; and therefore ſtands 
ever upon his guard 4 neither of his 
hands are empty ; the one holds out 
the ſh.cld of faith; the other managerh 
the {word of the Spirit, both of them 
arc employed in his perpetual conflict, 
He cannot be weary ot reſiſting, but 
reſolves to dye fighting : He Fach a 
ward for every blow; and as his eye 
is quick to diſcerne temprations, ſois 
his hand ard foot nimble to avoid 
them : He cannot be diſcouraged with 
either the number or power of his enc- 
mics, knowing that his ſtrength is our 
of himſe'f, in him in'whom he can do 
all things; and that there can be no 
match to the Almighty; He is carefull 
not to give advantage to his vigilant 
adverſary;and therctore warily ayoids 


the occalions of fione - and if at any 


t.me 
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time he be overtaken with the ſud- 
dainneſſe, or ſubtilty of a temptation, 
he ſpeedily recovers himſelf by a ſeri- 
ous repentarce;and fights ſo much the 
harder becauſe of his toil; He lates to 
take quarter of the ſpirituall powers 3 
nothing leſſe then death can put an 
end to his quarrell; nor nothing below 


victory. 


I— 
— 


Sxcr.,12, Hi death, 


E is not ſo carefull to keep his 

ſoul within his teeth,as to ſend it 
forth well addreſſed for happineſle : as 
knowing therefore the laſt brunt to be 
molt violent, he rouzeth up his hoy 
fortitude to encounter that King of 
fear, his laſt enemy, Death; And now 
after a paintull ſickneſle,and a re ſolute 
expecation of the fierceſt aſſault, it 
fails out - with him as in the meeting 


of the two hoſtile brothers, Facob and 
Eſan, 
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Eſas, in ſtead of grapling he finds 2 
courteors ſalutation; for ſtabs, kifles; 
for height of enmity, off ces of love ; 
Life could never befriend him fo 
much, as Death offers to do - That 
tenders him (perhaps a rough, but) a 
ſure hand ro lead him to glory.and re- 
ceives a welcome accordingly : Net- 
ther is there any cauſe to maryell at 
the change; The Lord of life hath 
wrovght it ; he having by dying ſub- 
dued death, hath reconciled it to his 
Own; and hath (as it were) beaten it in- 
totheſe fair terms with all rhe mem- 


| bers of his myſt:call body: ſo as whiles 


unto the enemics of God, Death is ſt! 
no other then a terrible executioner 
of divine vengeance, he is to all that 
are in Chriſt, a plauſible and ſure con- 
voy unto bleſſedneſſe ; The Chriſtian 
therefore now laid upon his laſt bed , 
when this grim meſſenger comes to 
fetch him to heaven, looks not ſo much 
at his dreadfull viſage,as at his happy 
errand 
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errand : and 1s willing notto remem- 
ber what death is in it ſelf, but what 
itis to- us in Chriſt, by whomit is 
made fo uſefull and beneficiall, thar 
we could not be happy withour it 5 
Here then comes inthe laſt at , and 
employment of faith  ( for after this 
brun: paſſed, there is no more uſe of 
faith, but of viſion) that heartens the 
ſoul in a lively apprehenſton of chat 
blefſed Saviour, who both led him the 
way of ſuffering, and is making way 
for him to everlaſting glory : . That 
ſhews him Jeſus the Aurhor aud fini- 
ſher of our faith, who for the joy 4hat 
was ſet before him,endured the Crols, 
deſpiſing the ſhame, and is fer down 
ar the right hand ot the throne of 
God; Thar clings cloſe unto him, 
and lays unremoveable hold upon his 
perſon, his merits, his bleſſednefle ; 
upon the wings of this faith is che foul 
ready to mount up toward that hea- 
ven, which is open to receiveitz and 

. 
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'* inthat a of cyolation puts it ſelf into 
the hands of thoſe bleſſed Angels who 
are ready to carry itup tothe throne 
of Glory. 


Sic, O, fic juvat vivere, ſic 
perire. 


FINIS, 


